7 7 as 4 
FR 8 
* 
* 


= F, 


Paradiſe Regain 
| A 
P OE M 


FOUR BOOKS. 


d. 1 


DUBLIN» 

Printed byCz0ROE GRIERSON, Prin- 
ter to the King's Moſt Excellent 
Majeſty, at the King's- Arms and 
Two Bibles in Eſſex-Sireet, 1749. 


— 
— 


rn W 


BOOK I. 


Who ere while the happy Garden ſung, 
By one Man's Diſobedience loſt, now ſing 
Recover'd Paradiſe to all mankind, 
By one man's firm obedience fully try'd 
Through all temptation, and the Tempter foil d 5 
In all his wiles, defeated and repuls'd, 
And Eden rais'd in the waſte Wilderneſs. 

Thou Spirit who ledſt this glorious Eremite 
Into the Deſart, his victorious Field 
Againſt the ſpiritual Foe, and brought'ſt him thence 
By proof the undoubted Son of God, inſpire, 11 
As thou art wont, my prompted Song elſe mute, 
And bear through heighth or depth of Nature's bounds 
With proſpꝰrous wing full ſumm'd to tell of deeds 
Above Heroic, though in ſecret done, 15 
And unrecorded left through many an Age, 
Worthy t' have not remain'd ſo long unſung. 

Now had the great Proclaimer with a voice 
More awful than the ſound of Trumpet, cry'd 
Repentance, and Heay*ns Kingdom nigh at hand 20 
To all Baptiz'd : to his great Baptiſm flock*d 
With awe the Regions round, and with them came 
From 
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From Nazareth the Son of Jeſiph deem'd 
To the flood Fordan came, as then obſcure, 
Unmark't, unknown ; but him the Baptiſt ſoon 25 
Deſcry'd, divinely warn'd, and witneſs bore 
As to his worthier, and would have reſign'd 
To him his Heavenly Office, norwas long 
His witneſs unconfirm'd : on him baptiz'd 
Heav'n open'd, and in likeneſs of a Dove 30 
The Spirit deſcended, while the Father's voice 
From Heay*n pronounced him his beloved Son. 
That heard the Adverſary, who roving ſtill 
About the World, at that Aſſembly fam'd 
Would not be laſt, and with the voice divine 35 
Nigh Thunder-ſtruck, th' exalted man, to whom 
Such high atteſt was giv'n, a while ſurvey'd 
With wonder, then with enyy fraught, and rage, 
Flies to his place, nor reſts, but in mid air 
To Council ſummons all his mighty Peers, 40 
Within thick Clouds and dark ten- fold involy'd, 
A gloomy Conſiſtory; and them amidſt 
With looks agaſt and ſad he thus beſpake. 

O ancient Pow'rs of Air and this wide World, 
For much more willingly I mention Air, 
This our old Conqueſt, than remember Hell 
Our hated habitation ; well ye know 
How many Ages, asthe years of men, 
This Uniyerſe we have poſſeſt, and rul'd 
In manner at our will th* affairs of Earth, 
Since Adam and his facil conſort Eve 
| Loſt Paradiſe deceiv*d by me, though ſince 
With dread attending when that fatal wound 
Shall be inflicted by the Seed of Eve 
Upon my head, long the decrees of Heav'n 55 
Delay, for longeſt time to him is ſnort; 
And now too ſoon for us the circling hours 
This dreaded time have compaſt, wherein we 
Muſt bide the ſtroke of that long threatn'd wound, 
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/ At leaſt if ſo we can, and by the head 69 
Broken be not intended all our power 

To be infring'd, our freedom and our being 

In this fait Empire won of Earth and Air; 

For this ill news I bring , the Woman's ſeed 

Deftin'd to this, is late of Woman born, 65 
His birth to our juſt fear gave no ſmall cauſe, 

But his growth now to youth's full flow'r, diſplaying 
All virtue, grace, and wiſdom to atchieve 

Things higheſt, greateſt, multiplies my fear. 

Before him a great Prophet, to proclaim 79 
His coming, is ſent Harbinger, who all 

Invites, and in the Conſecrated ſtream 

Pretends to waſh off ſin, and fit them ſo 

Purifi'd to receive him pure, or rather 

To do him honour as their King; all come, 75 
And he himſelf among them was Baptiz'd, 

Net thence to be more pure, but to recciye 

The Teſtimony of Heav'n, that who he is 

Thenceforth the Nations may not doubt ; 1 ſaw 

The Prophet do him reverence, on him riſing 89 
Out of the Water, Heav'n above the Clouds 

Unfold her Chryſtal Doors, thence on his head 

A perfect Dove deſcend, what &er it meant, 

And out of Heay*n the Sovereign voice I heat, 

This is my Son belov'd in him l'm pleas'd, $5 
His Mother then is mortal, but his Sire, 

He who obtains the Monarchy of Heav'n, 

And what will he not do to advance his Son ? 

His firſt-begot we know, and ſore have felt, 

When his fierce thunder drove us to the deep; 90 
Who this is we muſt learn, for Man he ſeems 

In all his lineaments, though in his face 

The glimpſes of his Father's glory ſhine ; 

let ſee our danger on the utmoſt edge 

Of hazard, which admits no long debate, UT; 


But muſt with ſomething ſudden be opposꝰd, * 
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Ere in the head of Nations he appear 
Their King, their Leader, and Supream on Earth. 
I, when no other durſt, ſole undertook 
The diſmal expedition to find our 
And ruin Adam, and th* exploit petfotm'd 
Succeſsfully ; a calmer Voyage now ' 
Will waft me; and the way found proſp'rous once 
Induces beſt to hope of like ſucceſs. 
He ended, and his words impreſſion left 
Of much amazement to th' infernal Crew. 
Diſt racted and ſurpriz'd with deep diſmay 
At theſe ſad tidings; but no time was then 
For long indulgence to their fears or grief: 
Unanimous thy all commit the care 
And management of this main Enterprize 
To him their great Dictator, whoſe attempt 
At firſt againſt mankind ſo well had thriv*d 
In Adam's overthrow, and led their march 
From Hell's deep-vaulted Den to dwell in light, 
Regents and Potentates, and kings, yea Gods 
Of many a pleaſant Realm and Province wide, 
So to the Coaſt of Fordan he directs 
His eaſie ſteps ; girded with ſnaky wiles, 
Where he might likelieſt find this new-declar'd, 
This Man of Men, atteſted Son of God, 
Temptation and all guile on him to try; 
So to ſubvert whom he ſuſpected rais'd 
To end his Reign on Earth ſo long enjoy'd: 
But contrary unweeting he fulfill'd 
The purpos'd Council pre-ordain'd and fixt 
of the moſt High, who in full fiequence bright 
Of Angels, thus to Gabriel ſmiling ſpake. 


Gabriel this day by proof thou ſhalt behold, 


Thou and all Angels converſant on Earth 
With man or mens affairs, how I begin 
To veriſie that ſolemn Meſſage late, 
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Not force, but well couch'd fraud, well woven ſaares, 
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On which 1 ſent thee to the Virgin pure 

In Galilee, that ſhe ſhould bear a Son 135 
Great in Renown, and call'd the Son of God; 

Then toldſt her, doubting how theſe things could be 
To her a Virgin, that on her ſhould come 

The Holy Ghoſt, and the Power of the Higheſt 
O'er-ſhadow her: this Man born and now up-grown, 
To ſhew him worthy of his Birth Divine 141 
And high Prediction, henceforth I expoſe 

To Satan; let him tempt and now aſſay 

His utmoſt ſubtilty, becauſe he boaſts 

And vaunts of his great cunning to the throng 145 
Of his Apoſtaſie; he might have learnt 

Leſs overweening, ſince he fail'd in Fob, 

Whoſe conſtant perſeverance overcame 

What &er his cruel malice could invent, 

He now ſhall know I can produce a Man 150 
Of female Seed, far abler to reſiſt 

All his ſollicitations, and at length 

All his vaſt force, and drive him back to Hell, 

Winning by Conqueſt what the firſt man loſt 
By fallacy ſurpriz'd. But firſt I mean 185 
To exerciſe him in the Wilderneſs, 

There he ſhall firſt lay down the rudiments 

Of his great warfare, ere ſend him forth 

To conquer Sin and Death the two grand foes, 

By Humiliation and ſtrong Sufferance : 160 
His weakneſs ſhall ob ercome Satanic ſtrength 

And all the World and maſs of ſinful fleſh ; 

That all the Angels and Ztherial Powers, 

They now, and men hereafter may diſcern, 

From what conſummate virtue I have choſe 166 
This perfect Man, by merit calPd my Son, 

To earn Salvation for the Sons of men. 

So ſpake th' Eternal Father, and all Heay'n * 

Admiring ſtood a ſpace, then into Hymns 


Burſt forth, and in Celeſtial meaſures mov'd 170 
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Circling the Throne and Singing, while the hand 


Sung with the voice, and this the argument. 
Victory and Triumph to the Son of God 

Now entring his great duel, not of arms, 

But to vanquiſh by wiſdom helliſh wiles. 

The Father knows the Son; therefore ſecure 

Ventures his filial Virtue, though untry'd, 

Againſt what e er may tempt, what er ſeduce, 

Allure, orterrify, or undermine. 


Be fruſtrate all ye ſtratagems of Hell, 


And devilliſh machinations come to nought. 


So they in Heav'n their Odes and Vigils tun'd : 


Mean while the Son of God, who yet ſome days 
Lodg'd in Bethabara whete John baptiz d, 
Muſing and much revolving in his breaſt, 

How beſt the mighty work he might begin 

Of Saviour to mankind, and which way firft 
Publiſh his God-like Office now mature, 

One day forth walk'd alone, the Spirit leading; 
And his deep thoughts, the better to converſe 
With ſolitude, till far from track of men, 
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Thought following thought, and ſtep by ſtep led on, 


Heentred now the bordering deſart wild, 


And with dark ſhades and rocks environ'd round, 


His Holy meditation thus purſu'd- 

O what a multitude of thoughts at once 
Awaken'd in me ſwarm, while I conſider 
What from within I feel my ſelf, and hear, 
What from without comes often to my cars, 
Ill ſorting with my preſent ſtate compar'd. 
When was yet a Child, no childiſh play 
To me was plealing, all my mind was ſer 
Serious to learn and know, and thenceto do 
What might be publick good; my ſelf I thought 
Born to that end, born to promote all truth, 
All righteous things: therefore above my years, 
The Law of God I read and found it ſweet 
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Made it my whole delight, and in it grew 

To ſuch perfection, that ere yet my age 

Had meaſut'd twice ſix years, at our great Feaſt 21s 
1 went into the Temple, there to hear 

The Teachers of our Law, and to propoſe 

What might improvemy knowledge or their own ; 

And was admir'd by all, yet this not all 

To which my Spirit aſpir'd, victotious deeds 215 
Flam'd in my heart, heroic acts, one while 

To reſcue Iſrael from the Roman Yoke, 

Then to ſubdue and quel o'er all the earth 

Brute violence and proud Tyranick pow't, 

Till truth were freed, and equity reſtor'd : 226 
Yer held it more humane, more heav'aly, firſt 

By winning words to conquer willing hearts, 

And make perſwaſion do the work of fear; 
At leaſt to try, and teach the erring Soul 

Not wil fully miſ-doing, but unaware 225 
Miſ-led ; the ſtubborn only to deſtroy. 

Theſe growing thoughts my Mother ſoon perceiving 

By words at times caſt forth inly rejoyc'd, 

And ſaid to me apart, High are thy thoughts 

O Son, but nouriſh them and let them ſoar 230 
To what heighth ſacred virtue and true worth 

Can raiſe them, though above example high ; 

By matchleſs Deeds expreſs thy matchleſs Sire 

For know, thou art no Son of mortal man, 
Though men eſteem thee low of Parentage, 235 
Thy Father is th Eternal King who rules 

All Heav'n and Earth, Angels and Sons of men, 

A meſſenger from God foretold thy Birth 

Conceiv*din mea Virgin, he foretold 

Thou ſhould'ſt be great and ſit on David's Throne, 

And of thy kingdom there ſhall be no end. 241 
At thy Nativity a glorious Quire 

Of Angels in the field of Beth/chem ſung 


To Shepherds watching at their folds by night, 
, And 
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And told them the Meſſiah now was born, 245 . 


Where they might ſee him, and to thee they came 3 
Directed to the Manger where thou lay'ſt, 

For in the Inn was left no better room : 

A Star, not ſeen before in Heav'n appearing 

Guided the Wiſe Men thither from the Eaſt, 250 
To honour thee with Incenſe, Myrrh, and Gold, 

By whoſe bright courſe led on they found the place, 
Affirming it thy Star new grav*n in Heav'n, 

By which they knew the king of Iſrael born. 

Juſt Simeon and Prophetick Anna, warn'd 255 
By Viſion found thee in the Temple, and ſpake 

Before the Altar and the veſted Prieſt, 

Likethings of thee to all that preſent ſtood : 

This having heard, ſtrait I again revoly'd 

The Law and Prophets, ſearching what was writ 


Concerning the Meſſiah, to our Scribes 261 
Known partly, and ſoon found of whom they ſpake 
Iam; this chiefly, that my way muſt lie . 
Through many a hard aſſay even to the death, 

Ere Ithe promis'd Kingdom can attain, 265 


Or work Redemption for mankind, whoſe ſins 

Full weight muſt be transfertꝰd upon my head. 

Yet neither thus diſhearten'd or diſmay*d, 

The time perfix*d | waited, when behold 

The Baptiſt (of whoſe birth I oft had heard, 270 

Not knew by ſight) now come, who was to come 

Before Meſſiah and his way prepare. 

I as all others to his Baptiſm came, 

Which I beliey*d was from above; but he 

Straight knew me, and with loudeſt voice proclaim'd 

Me him (for it was ſhew*n him ſo from Heav'n) 276 

Me him whoſe Harbinger he was ; and firſt 

Refus'd on me his Baptiſm to confer, 

As much his greater, and was hardly won : 

But as I roſe out of the laving ſtream, 280 
Heav'n open'd her eternal doors, from whence 

The 
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The ſpirit deſcended on me like a Dove, 
And laſt the ſum of all, my Father's Voice; 
Audibly heard from Heav'n, pronounc'd me his, 
Me his beloved Son, in whom alone 215 
He was well pleas'd ; by which I knew the time 
Now full, that I no more ſhould live obſcure, 
But openly begin, as beſt becomes 
The Authority which I deriv d from Heav'n. 
And now by ſome ſtrong motion I am led 290 
Into this Wilderneſs, to what intent 
Learn not yet, perhaps I need not know; 
For what concerns my knowledge God reveals. 
So Spake our Morning ſtar, then in his riſe, 
And looking round on every ſide beheld 295 
A pathleſs Deſart, dusk with horrid ſhades ; | 
The way he came not having mark'd, return 
Was difficult, by humane ſteps untrode z 
And heftill on was led, but with ſuch thoughts 
Accompanied of things paſt and to come 300 
Lodg'd in his breaſt, as well might recommend 
Such Solitude before choiceſt Society. 
Full forty days he paſs*d, whether on hill 
Sometimes, anon in ſhady vale, each night 
Under the covert of ſome ancient Oak, 305 
Or Cedar, to defend him from the dew, 
Or harbour'd in one cave, is not reveal'd; 
Nor taſted humane food, nor hunger felt 
Till thoſe days ended, hunger'd then ar laſt 
Among wild Beafts : they at his ſight grew mild, 
Nor ſleeping him nor waking harm'd, his walk 3rt 
The fiery Serpent fled, and noxious Worm, 
The Lion and fierce Tiger glar'd aloof. 
But now an aged man in Rural weeds, 
Following, as ſeem'd, the queſt of ſome ſtray Ewe, 315 
Or wither'd ſticks to gather ; which might ſerve 
Againſt a Winters day when winds blow keen, 
To warm him wet return'd from Field at Eve, 
He ſaw approach, who firſt with curious eye 


Perug'd him, then with words thus utter'd ſpake. 320 
Y Sir, 
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Sir, what ill chance has brought thee to this place 
So far from path ot road of men, who paſs 
In Troop or Caravan, for ſingle none 
Durſt ever, who return'd, and dropt not here 
His Carcaſs, pin*d with hunger and with droughth. 325 
I ask the rather, and the more admire, 
For that to me thou ſeern'ſt the man, whom late 
Our new baptizing Prophet at the Ford 
Of Fordan honour'd ſo, and call'd thee Son 
Of God; I ſaw and heard, for we ſometimes 230 
Who dwell this wilde, conſtrain'd by want, come forth 
To Town or Village nigh (nigheſt is far) 
Where ought we heat, and curious are to hear, 
What happ'ns new; Fame alſo finds us out. 334 
To whom the Son of God, Who brought me hither 
Will bring me hence, no other Guide ſeck. 
By Miracle he may, reply*d the Swain, 
What other way Iſee not, for we here 
Live on tough roots and ſtubs, to thirſt inur'd 
More than the Camel, and to drink go far, 340 
Men to much miſery and hardſhip born; 
But if thou be the Son of God, Command 
That out of theſe hard ſtones be made thee Bread; 


So ſhalt thou ſave thy ſelf and us relieve 


With Food, whereof we wretched ſeldom taſte. 345 

He ended, and the Son of God reply'd. 

Think ſt thou ſuch force in Bread? is it not written 

For I diſcern thee other than thou ſeem'ſt) 

Man lives not by Bread only, but each Word 

Proceeding from the mouth of God; who fed 350 

Our Fathers here with Manna; in the Mount 

Moſes was forty days, nor eat nor drank, : 

And forty days Elijah without food 

Wandred this barren waſte, the ſame 1 now : 

Why doſt thon then ſuggeſt to me diſtruſt, 355 

Knowing who J am, as I know who thou art ? 

Whom thus anſwer d th' Arch Fiend now undiſguis'd. 
'Tis 
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Tis true, I am that Spirit unfortunate, 

Who leagu'd with millions more in raſh revolt 

Kept not my happy Station, but was driv'n 360 
With them from bliſs to the bottomleſs deep, 

Yet to that hideous place not ſo conftin*d 

By rigour unconniviag, but that oft 

Leaving my dolorous Priſon 1 enjoy 

Large Liberty to round this Globe of Earth, 365 
Or rangeinth* Air, not from the Heav'n of Heav'ns 
Hath he excluded my reſort ſometimes. 
1 came among the Sons of God, when he 

Gave up into my hands Vzzean Fob 

To prove him, and illuſtrate his high worth; 370 
And when to all his Angels he propos'd 

To draw the proud King Aab into fraud 

That he might fall in Ramoth, they demurcing, 

I undertook that Office, and the tongues 

Of all his flattering Prophets glibb'd with lies 37% 
To his deſtrution, as I had in charge, 

For what he bids I do; though I hayeloſt 

Mach luſture of my native brightneſs, loſt 

To be below d of God. I have not loſt 

To love, at leaſt contem plate and admire 380 
What 1 ſee excellent in good, or fair, 

Or virtuous, 1 ſhould fo have loſt all ſenſe. 

What can be then leſs in me than deſire 

To ſee thee and approach thee, whom 1 know 

Declar'd the Son of God, to hear attent 385 
Thy wiſdom, and behold thy God - like deeds? 

Men generally thin me much a foe 

To all mankind : hy ſheuld 17 they to me 

Never did wrong or violence, by them 

I loſt not what I loſt, rather by them | 390 
I gain'd what I have gain'd, and with them dwell 
Copartner in theſe Regions of the World, 

If not diſpoſer ; lend them oft my aid, 

Oft my advice by preſages and ſigns, 
And anſwers, oracles, portents and dreams, 395 

Y 2 Whereby 
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whereby they may dire& their future life. 

Envy they ſay excites me, thus to gain 

Companions of my miſery and wo. 

At firſt it may be; but long ſince with wo 

Never acquainted, now I feel by proof, 400 

That fellowſhip in pain divides not ſmart, 

Nor lightens ought each mans peculiar load. 

Small conſolation then, were man adjoin'd : 

This wounds me moſt (what can it leſs) that Man 

Man fall'n ſhall be reſtor'd, I never more. 405 
To whom our Saviour ſternly thus reply'd : 

Deſervedly thou griey'ſt, compog'd of lies 

From the beginning, andin lies wilt end ; 

Who boaſtſt releaſe from Hell, and leave to come 


Into the Heavꝰ n of Heav*ns ; thou com'ſt indeed, 416 


As a poor miſerable captive thrall, 

Comes to the place where he before had ſat 
Among the Prime in Splendor, now depos'd, 
Ejected, emptied, gaz d, unpiticd, ſhun'd, 


A ſpectacle of ruin or of ſcorn 415 
To all the Hoſt of Heav'n; the happy place 
Imports to thee no happineſs, no joy, . 


Rather inflames thy torment, repreſenting 
Loſt bliſs, to thee no more communicable, 
So never more in Hell than when in Heav'n. * 
But thou art ſerviceable to Heav'ns King. 

Wilt thou imputet* obedience what thy fear 

Extorts, or pleaſure to do ill excites ? 

What but thy malice moy*d thee to miſdeem | 
Of righteous Fob, then cruelly to affli& him 425 
With all inflictions, but his patience won? 

The other ſervice was thy choſen task, 

To be a liar in four hundred mouths ; 

For lying is thy ſuſtenance, thy food, 

Yet thou pretendꝰſt to truth; all Oracles Ms 
By thee are giv*n, and what confeſt more true 
Among the Nations? that hath been thy craft, 
By mixing ſomewhat true to vent more lies. 


But 
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But what have been thy anſwers, what but dark 
Ambiguous and with double fenſe deluding, 435 
Which they who ask d have feldom underſtood, 

And not well underſtood as good not known? 

Who ever by conſulting at thy ſhrine 

Return'd the wifer, or the more inſtruct 

To fly or follow what concern'd him moſt, 440 
And run not ſooner to his fatal ſnare? 

For God hath juſtly giv*n the Nations up 

To thy Deluſions ; juſtly, ſince they fell 

Idolatrous, but when his purpoſe is 


Among them to declare his Providence 445 
To thee not known, whence haſt thou then thy truth, 
But from him or his Angels Preſidente 


In ey*ry Province, who themſelves diſdaining 
T' approach thy Temples, give thee in command 
What to the ſmalleſt tittle thou ſhalt ſay 450 
Tothy Adorers; thou with trembling fear, 
Or like a fawning Paraſite obeyꝰſt; 
Then to thy ſelf aſcrib'ſt the truth foretold. 
But this thy glory ſhall be ſoon retrench'd ; 
No more ſhalt thou by oracling abuſe 453 
The Gentiles; henceforth Oracles ate ceas'd, 
Andthou no more with Pomp and Sacrifice 
Shalt be enquir'd at Delphos or elſe-where, 
At leaſt in vain, for they ſhall find thee mute. 
God hath now ſent his loving Oracle 460 
Into the World to teach his final will, 
And ſends his Spirit of Truth henceforth to dwell 
In pious Hearts, and inward Oracle 
To all trath requiſite for men to know. 

So ſpake our Saviour; but the ſubtle Fiend, 465 
Though inly ſtung with anger and diſdain, 
Diſſembled, and this Anſwer ſmooth return'd. 

Sharply thou haſt inſiſted on rebuke, 
Andurg'd me hard with doings, which not will 


But miſery hath vreſted from me; where 470 


Eaſily canſt thou find one miſerable. 
And 
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And not inſorc d o times ta part from truth; 
I it may agg him me in Read to le, 
Say and unſay, tige, flazter, x abjure?. ?: 
But thou art plac d abawe g, then am Led: 421 
From thee 1 can and muſt ſubmiſa endure = » C4 
Check or reproof, arid glad? eſcape ſo quit. 
Hard are the ways of truth, and rough to walk, 
Smooth on the tongue diſeoms d, pleaſing to th eat, 
And tuneable as Silvan Pipe ot Song 0 
What wonder then if 1 delight to har 
Her dictates from thy mouth } moſt den ad mile 
vinue, who follow not her loto: permit ne 
To hear thee when Leone (ſince no wan comes) 22; 
And talk at leaſt, tho*bdefpair V-attain. © 1 4s 
Thy Father, ho ia holy; wiſe and pure, 
Suffers the Hypocrite ar Athgous Neft 
To txead his Sacred Qoutts, avdiminifter 
About his Altar, handling holy things, - 
Praying or vowing, and voutſaſ d his voice 490 
To Balaam Reprobate,” a Prophet yet 1 
* Inſpir'd ; diſdain not ſuch accoſs to me. 

To whom our Saviour with unalter d bia. 
Thy coming hither, though I x nom thy ſcope, 

I bid not or forbid 3 do as thaꝑ ſind ec 2 b 
Permiſſion from above ; thou canꝰſt nat moto · 

He added not; and Sena bowing los 
His gray diſſimulation, diſappear'd n 2 
Into thin Air diffus d: for now begaoe ng | 
Night with her ſullen uings to donble- hade Joe 5 
The Deſart, Fouls in their elaꝝ neſts were couch'd.:. 5 
And now wild Beaſts came "no " Wale een, 
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* At Fordan with che Baprift and had ſeen 

| Him whom they heard ſo tare expreſly call'd 
— Meſſiah son of God declard. 

And on that high Aurhority had belle d, 7 
And with him talker, and with him lodg*d; I mean 
Andrew and Simon, famous after knowu, 

With others though in Holy Writ not nam'd, 

Now miſſing him their Joy ſo lately found, 

So lately found, and ſo abruptly gone, 10 
Beganto doubt, and doubred many days, | 
And as the days increa9'd, increas'd their doubt ; 
Sometimes they thaqught he might be only ſhewan, 

And for a time caught up to God, as once. 

Moſes was in the Mount, and miſſing long; Is 
And the great Thizbite who on fiery wheels 

Rode up to Heav'n, yet once again to come. 

Therefore as thoſe young Yrophets then with care 
Sought loſt Elijab, ſo in each place theſe 

Nigh to Bethabors 3 in Ferico | 20 
The City of Palms, An, and Salem Old, 

Macharus and each Town or City wall'd 

Qn 
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On this ſide the broad lake Genezarer, 
Orin Perea, but return'd in van. 
Then on the bank of Jordan, by a Creek, 25 
Where Winds with Reeds and Oſiers whiſp'ring play, 
Plain Fiſhermen, no greater men them call, 
Cloſe in a Cottage low together got, ho. 
Their unexpected loſs and plaints out breath'd. . 
Alas, from that high hope to what relapſe 30 
Ualook'd for are we fall'n, our Eyes beheld 
Meſſi ah certainly now come, ſo long 
Expected of our Fathers; we have heard 
His words, his wiſdom full of grace and truth, 
Now, now, for ſure, deliverance is at hand, 3s 
The Kingdom ſhall to Iſrael be reſtor'd : 
Thus we rejoyc'd, but ſoon our Joy is turn'd d 
Into perplexity and new amaze: ON 
For whither is he gone, what accident 2 
Hath rapt him from us? will he now retixce 40 
After appearance, and again prolong 
Our expectation? God of Irael, 
Send thy Meſſiah forth, the time is come; 
Behold the Kings of th* Earth how they oppreſs 
Thy choſen, to what heighth their Pow*r unjuſt 45 
They have exalted, and behind them caſt 
All fear of thee, ariſe and vindicate 
Thy Glory, free thy people from their yoke, 
But let us wait; thus far he hath perform'd, 
Sent his Anointed, and to us reveal'd him, +2 "= 
By his great Prophet, pointed at and ſhown, 
In publick, and with him we have conyers'd ; 
Let us be glad of this, and all our fears 
Lay on his Providence; he will not fail 
Nor will withdraw him now, norwill recall, SS 
5 Mock us with his bleſt ſight, then ſnatch him hence, 
Soon we ſhall ſee our hope, our joy return. 
Thus they out of their plaints ne hope reſume 
To find whom at the firſt they found unſought : 
But to his mother Mary, when ſhe ſaw 60 
Other: 
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Others return'd from Baptiſm, not her Son, 
Norleft at Fordan, tidings of him none; 
Within her breaſt, though calm; her breaſt, though 
Motherly cares and fears got head, and rais'd I pure, 
Some troubled thoughts, which ſhe in ſighs thus clad. 

O what avails me now that honour high 66 
To have conceivꝰd of God, or that ſalute 
Hale highly fayour'd, among Women bleſt ; 
While Ito Sorrows am no leſs advanc'd, 
And fears as eminent, above the lot 70 
Of other Women, by the birth 1 bore, 
In ſuch a ſeaſon born when ſcarce a Shed 
Could be obtain'd to ſhelter him orme 
From the bleak air; a Stable was our warmth, 
A Manger his, yet ſoon enforc'd to fly 75 
Thence into Egypt, till the Murd'rous King 
Were dead, who ſought his life, and miſſing fill'd 
With Infant blood the ſtreets of Bethlehem; 
From Egypt home return'd, in Nazareth 
Hath been our dwelling many years, his life Fo 
Private, unactive, calm, contemplative, 
Little ſuſpiciousto any King; but now 
Full grown to Man, acknowledg'd, as I hear, 
By Fobn the Baptiſt, and in publick ſhown, 
Sogown'd from Heaven by his Father's voice; 85 
I look'd for ſome great chaage; to Honour? no, 
But tronble, as old Simeon plain fore-told, 
That to the fall and riſing he ſhould be 
Of many in Iſracl, and to a ſign 
Spoken againſt, that through my very Soul 90 
A ſword ſhall pierce, this is my favout'd lot, | 
My Exaltation to Afflictions high; 
Afflicted I may be, it ſeems, and bleſt; 
I will not argue that, nor will repine. 
But where delays he now? ſome great intent 9; 
Conceals him: when twelve years he ſcarce had ſeen, 
11oſt him, but ſo found, as well 1 ſaw 
He could not loſe himſelf; but went about 


His 
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His Father's buſineſs; what he meant? mus d, 
Since underſtand; much more his abſence now 00 
Thus long to ſome great purpoſe he rer 1 A 
But Ito wait with patience am inur'd; * 
My heart hath been a ſtore · houſe long of chings 
And ſayings laid up, portending ſtrange events. 

TEus Mary pond' ring oft, and oft to mind 105 
Recalling what remarkably had paſs'd 
Since firſt her Salutation heard, with thoughts 
Meekly compos'd awaited the fulfilling : 
The while her Son tracing the Peſart wild, 
Sole but with holieſt Meditations fed, _ 
Into himſelf deſcendad, and at once 
All his great work to come before him ſet 3 
How to begin, how tq accomplith beſt 
His end of being on Earth, ang miſſion high: 


For Satan with ſly prefaceto return 2 


Had left him vacant, and with ſpeed was gone 
Up to the middle Region of thick Air, 
Where all his Potentates in Council ſate; 

There without ſign of boaſt, or ſign of ß 
Sollicitous and blank he thus began. 12S 
Princes, Heav'ns ancient Sons, Etherial Thrones, 

Nemonian Spitits non, from th' Element 

Each of his reign allotted, rightlier call d, 

Pow'rs of Fire, Ait, Water, and Earth beneath, 

So may we hold ous place and theſe mild ſeats 125 

Without new trouble; ſuch an Enemy 

Is riſen to invade us, who no leis 

Threatens our expulſion down to Hell; 

I, as I undertook, and with the vote 7 

Conſenting in full frequence was impowr'd, 139 
Have found him, view'd him, taſted him, but find 

Far other labour to be undergon 

Than when I dealt with Alam ſirſt of Men, 

Though Adam by his Wife's allutement fell, 

However to this Man inferior far, 135 


F he be Man by Mother's ſide at leaſt, 
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With mote than humane gifts from Hea n adarn'd, 

Perfeftions abſolute, Graces divine, 

And amplitude of mind to greateſt Deeds, 

Therefore I am retuzn'd, leſt confidence 

of my ſucceſs with Eve in Paradiſe 149 

Deceive ye to perſuaſion over-ſure 

Of like ſucceding here ; I ſummon all 

Rather to be in xeadigeſs, with hand 

Or counſel to afliſt ; leſt I who erſt 

Thought none my equal, nom be over-match'd, 145 
So Spake th' old Serpent doubting, and from all 

With clamour was aſlyr'd theit utmoſt aid 

At his command; when from amidſt them roſe 

Belial, the diſſoluteſt Spirit that fell, 

The ſenſualleſt, and, after Aſiuodai, 150 

The fleſhlieſt Incubus, and thus advis'd. 
Set women in his eye, and in his walk, 

Among daughters of men the faireſt found ; 

Many are in each Region paſſing fait 

As the noon Sky; more like to Goddeſſes 155 

Than Mortal Creatures, graceful and diſcreet, 

Expert in am*rous Arts, enchanting tongues 

Perſuaſive, Virgin majeſty with mild 

And ſweet allay*d, yet tetrible tꝰ approach, 

Skill'd to retire, and in retiring draw I60 

Hearts after them tangl'd in Amorous Nets. 

Such object hath the pow'r to ſoft'n and tame 

Severeſt temper, ſmooth the rugged'fi brow, 

Enerve, and with volupruqus hope diſſolve, 

Draw out with credulous deſire, and lead 165 

At will the manlieſt, reſoluteſt breaſt, 

As the Magnetic hardeſt Iron draws. 

Women, when nothing elſe, beguil'd the heart 

Of wiſeſt Solomon, and made him build. 

And made him bow to the Gods of his Wives. 176 
To whom quick anſwer Satan thus return'd: 

Belial, in much uneven ſcale thou weigh ſt 

All others by thy ſelf; becauſe of old 
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Thou thy ſelf doat'dſt on womankind, admiring 
Their ſhape, their colour, and attractive grace, 175 
None are, thou think*ft, but taken with ſuch toys. 
Before the Flood thou with thy luſty Crew, 

Falſe titled Sons of God, roaming the Earth 

Caft wanton eyes on the daughters of men, 

And coupled with them, and begot a race. 1k 
Have we not ſeen, or by relation heard, 

In Courts and Regal Chambers how thou lurk'dft, 

In Wood or Grove by moſſie Fountain ſide, 

1n Valley or green Meadow to way-l ay 

Some Beauty rare, caliſto, Clymene, 185 
Daphne, or Semele, Aut iopa, 
Or .Amymone, Syrinx, many more 

Too long, then lay'dſt thy ſeapes on names ador d, 
Apollo, Neptune, Jupiter or Pan, | 
Satyr, or Fawn, or Silyan ? But theſe haunts 190 
Delight not all, among the Sons of Men, 
How many have with a ſmile made ſmall account 
Of beauty and her lures, eaſily ſcorn'd 
All her aſſaults, on worthier things intent? 
Remember that Pellean Conqueror, | 195 

A Youth, how all the Reauties of the Eaſt 
He ſlightly view'd, and lightly overpaſs d; 
How he firnam'd of Africa diſmiſs d 
In his prime youth the fair Iberian Maid. 
For Solomon, he liv'd at caſe, and full 200 
of honour, wealth, high fare, aim'd not beyond 
Higher deſign than to enjoy his State; 
Theaceto the bait of Women lay expoy'd ; 
But he whom we attempt is wiſer far 
Than Solomon, of more exalted mind, 205 
Made and ſet wholly on th* accompliſhment 
Of greateſt things, what Woman will you find, 
Though of this age the wonder and the fame, 
on whom his leiſure will vouchſafe an eye 
Of fond deſire? or ſhould ſhe confident, 21s 


As ſitting Queen ador'd on Beauty's Throne, 
| De- 
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Deſcend with all her winning Charms begirt 
' enamour, as the Zone of Venws once 


Wrought that effect on Fove; ſo Fables tell; 
How would one look from his Majeſtick brow, 


Seated as on the top of Virtue's hill, 
Diſcount*nance her deſpis'd, and put to rout 
All her array; her female pride deject, 
or turn to re rent awe; for Beauty ſtands 
In th? admiration only of weak minds 
Led captive; ceaſet' admire, and all her Plumes 
Fall flat and ſhrink into a trivial toy, 
At ev*ry ſudden lighting quite abaſht : 
Therefore with manlier objects we muſt try 
His conſtancy, with ſuch as have more ſhew 
Of worth, of honour, glory, and popular praiſe ; 
Rocks whereon greateſt Men have often wreck'd ; 
Or that which only ſeems to ſatisfie 
Lawful deſires of Nature, not beyond; 
And now I know he hungers where no food 
Is to be found, in the wild Wilderneſs, 


The reſt commit to me, I ſhall let paſs 


No advantage, and his ſtrength as oft aſſay. 
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Heceas'd, and heard their grant in loud acelaim: 


Then forthwith to him takes a choſen band 
Of Spirits likeſt to himſelf in guile 

To be at hand, and at his beck appear, 

If cauſe wereto unfold ſome active Scene 

Of various Perſons each to know his part; 
Then to the Deſart takes with theſe his flight ; 
Where ſtill from ſhade to ſhade the Son of God 
After forty days faſting had remain'd, - 

Now hungring firſt, and to himſelf thus ſaid. 


240 


where will this end? four times ten days I've paſs d 


Wandring this woody maze, and human Food 
Nor taſted, nor had appetite; that Faſt 

To Virtue I impute not, or count part 

Of what 1 ſuffer here; if Nature need not, 

Or God ſupport Nature without repaſt 


245 
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Though needing, what praiſe is it to endure ? 256 
But now I feel I hunger, which declares 
Nature hath need of what ſhe asks; yet God 
Can ſatisfie that need ſome other way, 
Though hunger ſtill remain: fo ir remain 
Without this body*s waſting, I content me, 
And from the ſting of Famine fear no harm, 
Nor mind it, fed with better thoughts that feed 
Me hungring more to do my Fathet's will. 
It was the hour of night, when thus the Son 
Commun'd in ſilent walk, then laid him down 
Under the hoſpitable covert nigh 
Of trees thick interwoven z there he ſlept, 
And dream'd, as appetite is wont to dream, 
Of meats and drinks, Nature's refreſhment ſweet ; 
Him thought, he by the Brook of Cherith ſtood 265 
And ſaw the Ravens with their horny beaks 
Food to El:jah bringing Even and Morn, 
Though ray*nous, taught Yabſtain from what they 
He ſaw the Prophet alſo how he fled { brought 
Into the Deſart, and how there he ſlept 276 
Under a Juniper; then how awak*'d, 
He found his Supper on the coals prepar'd, 
And by the Angel was bid riſe and eat, 
And eat the ſecond time after repoſe 
The ſtrength whereof ſuffic'd him forty days; 275 
Sometimes that with Elijah he partook, 
Or as a gueſt with Daniel at his Pulſe. 
Thus wore outnight, and now the Herald Lark 
Left his ground- neſt, high tow'ring to deſcty - 
The Morn's approach, and greet her with his Song : 
As lightly from his graſſie couch up roſe 211 
Our Saviout, and found all was but a dream, 
Faſting he went to ſleep, and faſting wak'd. 
Up to a hill anon his ſteps he rear'd, 
From whoſe high top to ken the proſpect round, 205 
If Cottage were in view, Sheep-cote or Herd ; 
But Cottage, Herd, or Sheep-cote none he ſaw, 
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Only in a bottom ſaw a pleaſant Grove, 
With chaunt of tuneful Birds reſounding loud; 
Thither he bent his way, determin'd there 290 
To reſt at noon, and entet d ſoon the ſhade 
High rooft and walks beneath, and alleys brown 
That open'd in the midſt a woody Scene, 
Nature's own work it ſeem'd (Natute taught Art) 
And to a Superſtitious eye the haunt 295 
Of Wood-Gods and Wood-Nymphs ; he view'd it 
When ſuddenly a man before him ſtood, {.ronnd> 
Not ruſt ie as before, but ſeemlier clad, | 
As one in City, or Court, or Palace bred, 
And with fair ſpeech theſe words to him addrefs'd. 
With granted leave officiousI return, 301 
But much more wonder that the Son of God 
In this wild ſolitude ſo long ſhould bide 
Ofall things deſtitute, and well I know, 
Not without hunger. Others of ſome note, 306 
As ſtory tells, have trod this Wilderneſs 3 
The fugitive Bond-woman with her Son 
Out-caſt Nebaioth, yet found here reliet 
By a providing Angel ; allthe race 
Of Iſrael here had famiſh'd, had not God 3 
Rain'd from Heav'n Manna, and that Prophet bold 
Native of Thebes wandring here was fed 
Twice by a voice inviting him to eat; 
Of thee theſe forty days none hath regard, 
Forty and more deſerted here indeed. 315 
To whom thus Jeſus ; What conclud'ſt thou hence? 
They all had need; I as thou ſeeſt have none. 
How haſt thou hunger then ? Satan reply'd, 
Tell me if Food were no before thee ſet, 
Would' thou not eat? thereafter as l like 320 
The giver, anſwer'd Jeſus, Why ſhould that 
Cauſe thy refuſal, ſaid the ſubtle Fend, 
Haſt thou not right to all Created things, 
Owe not all Creatures by juſt right to thee 
Duty and ſervice, not to ſtay till bid, 325 
But 
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But tender all their pow'r? nor mention l - 

Mears by the Law unclean, or offer'd firſt 4 6 

To Idols, thofe young Daniel could refuſe; 

Nor proffer d by an Enemy, though who 

Would ſcruple that, with want oppreſt? Behold 33 

Nature aſham'd, or better to expreſs, 

Troubl'd that thou ſhould'ſt hunger, hath purvey'd 

From all the Elements her choiceſt tore 

To tteat thee as beſeems, and as her Lord 

With honour, only deign to fit and eat. 335 
He ſpake no dream, for as his words had end, 

Our Saviour lifting up his eyes beheld 

In ample ſpace undet the broadeſt ſhade 

A Table richly ſpred, in Regal mode, 

With diſhes pil'd, and meats of nobleſt ſort 340 

And ſavour, Beaſts of chaſe, or Fowl of game, 

In Paſtry-built, or from the ſpit, or boil'd, 

Gris-amber-ſteam'd ; all Fiſh from Sea or Shore, 

Freſhet, or purling brook, of ſhell or fin, 

And exquiliteſt name, for which was drain'd 345 

Pontus and Lucrine Bay, and Aſric Coaſt, 

Alas how ſimple, to theſe Cates compar'd, 

Was that crude Apple that diverted Eve / 

And at a ſtately ſide- board by the wine 3 

That fragrant ſmell diffus'd, in order ſtood 356 NF 

Tall ſtripling youths rich clad, of fairer hue 

Than Ganymed or Hylas, diftant more 

Under the Trees now tripp'd, now ſolemn ſtood 

Nymphs of Diana's train, and Naiades 

With fruits and flow'rs from Amalthea's horn, 355 

And Ladies of th? Heſperides, that ſeem'd 

Fairer than feign'd of old, or fabled ſince 

Of Fairy Dam ſels met in foreſt wide 

By Knights of Logres, or of Lyones, 

Lancelot, or Pelleas, or Pellenore, | 360 

And all the while harmoniqus Airs were heard, 

Ofchiming ſtrings, or charming pipes and winds 

Of gentleſt gale Arabian odours fann'd 
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From their ſoft wings and Flora's earlieſt ſmells, 
Such was the ſplendor; and the 22 now 365 
His invitation earneſtly tene d. 
What doubts the Son of God to ſit and eat, 
Theſe are not fruits forbidden, no interdi& 
Defends the touching of theſe Viands pure, | 
A Their taſte no knowledge works at leaſt of evil, 370 
3 But life preſerves, deſtroys life's enemy, 
1 Hunger, with ſweet reſtorative delight. 
| All theſe are Spirits of Air, and Woods, and Springs, 
Thy gentle Miniſters, who come to pay 
Thee homage, and acknowledge thee their Lord: 375 
What doubr'ſ thou Son of God? fit down and eat, 
To whom thus Jeſus temp*rately reply'd: 
Said'ſt thou not that to all things I had right? 
And who with- holds my powꝰr that right to uſe? 
Shall I receive by gift what of my own, 380 
When and where likes me beſt, I can command? 
I can at will, doubt not, as ſoon as thou, 
Command a Table in this Wilderneſs, 
And call ſwift flights of Angels miniſtrant 
Array'd in Glory on my Cup t' attend: 385 
Why ſhouldſt thou then obttude this diligence, 
In vain, where no acceptance it can find, 
And with my hunger what haſt thou to do? 
Thy pompous Delicacies I contemn, 
And count thy ſpecious gifts no gifts but guiles, 390 
To whom thus anſwer'd Satan malecontent : 
That I have alſo pow'r to give thou ſeeſt, 
If of that pow'r 1 bring thee yolunrary 
What I might have beſtow'd on hom I pleas'd, 
And rather opportunely in this place 295 
Choſe to impart to thy apparent need, 
Why ſnouldſt thou not accept it? but I ſee 
What I can do or offer is ſuſpect; 
Of theſe things others quickly will diſpoſe 
Whoſe pains have earnꝰd the far fet ſpoil. Wich that 
Both Table and Proviſion vanĩſtꝰd quite | 401 
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With ſound of Harpies wings, and Talons heard ; 
Only th' importune Tempter ſtill remain'd, 
And with theſe words his Temptation purſu'd. 

By hunger, that each other Creature tames, 405 
Thou art not to be harm'd, therefore not moy'd ; 
Thy temperance invineible beſides, 
For no allurement yields to appetite, 
And all thy heart is ſet on high deſigns, 
High actions; but wherewith to be atchiev'd? 410 
Great acts require great means of enterpriſe, 
Thou art unknown, unfriended, low of Birth, 
A Carpenter thy Father known, thy ſelf 
Bred up in poverty and ſtreights at home; 
Loſt in a Deſart here and hunger bit: 415 
Which way or from what hope doſt thou aſpire 
To greatneſs? whence Authority deri v' ſt, 
What Followers, what Retinue canſt thou gain, 
Or at thy heels the dizzy Multitude, 
Longer than thou canſt feed them on thy coſt ? 420 
Mony brings honour, Friends, Conqueſt and Realms; 
What rais'd Antipater the Edomite, 
And his Son Herod plac'd on Judab's Throne; 
(Thy Throne) but gold that got him puiſſant friends? 
Therefore, if at great things thou wouldſt arrive, 42 
Get Riches ficſt, get Wealth, and Treaſure heap, 
Not difficult, if thou hearken to me, 
Riches are mine, Fortune is in my hand; 
They whom I favour thrive in wealth amain, 
While Virtue, Valour, Wiſdom, fit in want, 430 

To whom thus Jeſus patiently reply'd ; 
Yet Wealth without theſe three is impotent 
To gain dominion, or to keep it gain'd. 
Witneſs thoſe ancient Empires of the Earth, 
In heigth of all their lowing wealth diſloly'd : 
But men endu'd with theſe, have oft attain'd 
In loweſt poverty to higheſt deeds; 
Gideon and Feptha, and the Shepherd lad, 
Whoſe Off-ſpring on the Throne of Judah ſat 
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So many Ages, and ſhall yet regain 440 
That ſeat, and reign in Iſrael without end. 

Among the Heathen, (for throughout the World 

To me is not unknown what hath been done 

Worthy Memorial) canſt thou not remember 

Quintus, Fabricius, Curius, Regulus? 445 
For I eſteem thoſe names of men ſo poor, 

Who could do mighty things, and could contemn 
Riches though offer'd from the hand of Kings. 

Avd what in me ſeems wanting, but that 1 

May alſo in this poverty as ſoon 450 
Accompliſh what they did, perhaps and more? 

Extol not Riches then, the toyl of Fools, 

The wiſe man's cumbrance, if not ſnare, more apt 

To flacken Virtue, and abate her edge, 

Than prompt her to do aught may merit praiſe. 455 
What if with like averſion 1 reject 
Riches and Realms; yet not for that a Crown, 
Golden in ſhew, is but a wreath of thorns, 

Brings dangers, troubles, cares, and ſleepleſs nights 
To him who wears the Regal Diadem, 460 
When on his ſhoulders each man's burden lies; 
For therein ſtands the Office of a King, 
His Honour, Virtue, Merit and chief Praiſe, 
That for the Publick all this weight he bears. 
Yet he who reigns within himſelf, and rules 465 
Paſſions, Deſires, and Fears, is more a King; 
Which ey*ry wiſe and virtuous man attains : 
And who attains not, ill afpiresto rule 
Cities of men, or head-ſtrong multitudes. 
Subject himſelf to Anarchy within, 470 
Or lawleſs Paſſions in him which he ſerves. 
But to guide Nations in the way of truth 
By ſaving Doctrine, and from error lead 
To know, and knowing worſhip God aright, 
Is yet more Kingly, this attracts the Soul, 475 
Governs the inner-man, the nobler part, 
That other o'er the _ only reigns, 
2 
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And oft by force, which to a gen*rous mind 

So reigning can be no ſincere delight. 

Beſides to give a Kingdom hath been thought 480 
Greater and nobler done, and to lay down | 

Far more magnanimous, than to aſſum. 

Riches are needleſs then, both forthemſelves, - 

And for thy reaſon why they ſhould be ſought, 

To gain a Scepter, ofteſt better miſs'd. 485 


The End of the Second Book. 
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BOOK III. 


O ſpake the Son of God, and Satan ſtood \ 
A while as mute, confounded what to ſay, — 
What to reply, confuted and con vinc'd 
Of his weak arguing, and fallacious drift ; 

At length collecting all his Serpent wiles, 5 

With ſoothing words renew'd, him thus accoſts. 

; I ſee thou knowꝰſt what is of uſe to know, 

What beſt to ſay canſt ſay, to do canſt do; 
Thy actions to thy words accord, thy words 
To thy large heart give utterance due, thy heart 10 
Contains of good, wiſe, juſt, the perfect ſhape. 
Should Kings and Nations from thy mouth conſult, 
Thy Counſel would be as the Oracle 
Urim and Thummim, thoſe oraculous gems 
On Aaron's breaſt ; or tongue of Seers old I5 
Infallible; or wert thou ſought to deeds 
That might require th? array of war, thy skill 
Of conduct would be ſuch, that all the world 
Could not ſuſtain thy proweſs, or ſubſiſt 
1a battle, though againſt thy few in arms. 20 
F = Theſe God-like Virtues wherefore doſt thou hide? 
FF Aafﬀctting private life, or more obſcure 
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In ſavage Wilderneſs, wherefore deprive _ 
All Earth her wonder at thy Acts, thy ſelf 
The fame and glory, glory the reward 25 
That ſole excites to high attempts, the flame 
Of moſt erected Spirits, moſt temper'd pure 
Ztherial, who all pleaſutẽs elſe deſpite, 
All treaſures and all gain eſteem as droſs, 
And dignities and pow'rs all but the higheſt ? 30 
Thy years are ripe, and over - ripe, the ſon 
Of Macedonian Philip had ere theſe 
Won Aa and the Throne of Cyr#s held 
At his diſpoſe, young Scipio had brought down 
The Carthaginian pride, young Pompey quell'd 35 
The Pontic King, andin triumph had rode, 
Yet years, and to ripe years judgment mature, 
Quench not the thirſt of glory, but augment. 
Great Julius, whom now all the world admires, 
The more he grew in years, the more enflam'd 40 
With glory, wept that he had liv'd ſo long 
Inglorious: But thou yet art not too late. 
To whom our Saviour calmly thus reply*d. 
Thou neither doſt perſwade me to ſeek wealth 
For Empire's ſake, nor Empire to affect — 45 
For glory's ſake, by all thy argument. 
For what is glory but the blaze of Fame, 
The peoples praiſe, if always praiſeunmixt ? 
And what the people but a herd confus'd, 
A miſcellaneous rabble, who extol 90 
Things vulgar, and well weigh'd ſcarce worth the praile, 
They praiſe and they admire they know not what; 
And know not whom, but as one leads the other ; 
And what delight to beby ſuch extoll'd, 
To live upon their tongues and be their talk, F5 
Of whom to be deſpis*d were no ſmall praiſe ? 
His lot who dares be ſingularly good. 
TH” intelligent among them and the wiſe 
Are few, and glory ſcarce of few is rais'd. 


This is true glory and renown, when God 60- 
Looking 
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Looking on th' Earth, with approbation marks 
The juſt man, and divulges him through Heay'n 
To all his Angels, who with true applauſe 
Recount his praiſes ; thus he did to Fob, 

When to extend his fame, through Heav'n and Earth, 
As thou to thy reproach may'| well remember, 66 
He ask'd thee, haſt thou feen my ſervant Fob ? 

Famous he was in Heay*n, on Earth leſs known ; 
Where glory is falſeglory, attributed 

To things not glorious, men not worthy of fame. 70 
They err who count it glorious to ſubdue 

By Conqueſt far and wide, to over-run 

Large Countries, and in field great Battles win, 

Great Cities by aſſault : what do theſe Worthies, 

But to rob and ſpoil, burn, laughter, andenſlave 75 
Peaceable Nations, neighbouring, or remote, 

Made Captive, yet deſerving freedom more 

Than thoſe their Conquerors, who leave behind 
Nothing but ruin whereſoc*er they rove, 

And all the flouriſhing works of peace deſtroy, $o 
Then ſwell with pride, and muſt betitled Gods, 

Great Benefa@ors of mankind, Deliverers, 

Worſhip'd with Temple, Prieſt and Sacrifice ; 

One is the Son of Fove, of Mars the other, 

Till Conqu*ror Death diſcover them ſcarce men, 15 
Rolling in brutiſh vices, and deform'd, 

Violent or ſhameful death their due reward. 

But if there be in glory aught of good, 

It may by means far different be attain'd 

Without ambition, war, or violence; 99 
By deeds of peaee, by wiſdom eminent, 

By patience, temperance; I mention ſtill 

Him whom thy wrongs with Saintly patience born, 
Made famous in a Land and times obſcure 

Who names not now with honour patient Fob ? 95 
Poor Socrates (who next more memorable? ) 

By what he taught and ſuffer'd for ſo doing, 

For truth's ſake ſuffering death unjuſt, lives now 


Equal 
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Equal in fame to proudeſt Conquerors. 


Yet if for fame and glory aught be done, | a | 


Aught ſuffer'd, if young African, for fame 

His waſted Country freed from Punic rage, 
Thedeed-becomes.unprais'd, the man at leaſt, 
And loſes, though but verbal, his reward. 

Shall I ſeek glory then, as vain Men ſeek 

Oft not deſery d. I ſeck not mine, but his 

Who ſent me, and thereby, witneſs whence I am. 


To whom the Tempter my;m'ring thus reply'd. 


Think not ſo ſli ght of glory; therein leaſt 
Reſembling thy great Father : he ſecks glory, 
And for his-glory all things made, all things 
Orders and Governs, not content in Heav'n 
By all his Angels glotify'd,: requires | 

Glory trom men, from all men good or bad, 
Wiſe or unwiſe, no difference, no exemption 3 
Above all Sacrifice, or hallow'd gift 

Glory herequires, and glory he xeccives. 
Promiſcuous from all Nations, Jew, or Greek, 
Or Barbarous, nor exception hath declar'd; 
From us his Foes pronounc'd glory he exacts. 

To whom our Saviour fervently reply'd. 

And reaſon; ſince his word all things produc'd, 
Though chiefly not for glory as prime end, 

But to ſhew forth his goodneſs, and impart 

His good communicable t every ſoul 

Freely ; of whom what could he leſs expect 
Than glory and benediction, that is thanks, 
The ſlighteſt, eaſieſt, readieft recompence 
From them who could return him nothing elſe, 
And not returning what would likelieſt render 
Contempr inſtead, diſhonour, obloquy ? 

Hard recompence, unſuitable return 

For ſo much good, ſo much beneficence. 

But why ſhould man ſeek glory? who of his own 
Hath nothing, and to whom nothing belongs 
But condemnation, ignominy, and ſhame? 
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Who for ſo manꝝ benefits receiv'd d 

Turn'd recreantto God, ingrate and falſe, 
And ſo of all true good himſelfdeſpoild, A © 
Yet, ſactilegious, to himſelf would take 0 4 
That which to God alone c of right belongs; 

Yet ſo much bounty i is in God, ſuch grace, 

That who advance his glory, not their own, 

Them he himſelfto glory will advance. 

So ſpakethe Son of God; ; and here again 145 
Satan had not to anſwer, but ſtood ſtruck my 
With guilt of his own ſin, for he himſclf 
Inſatiable of glory had loſt all, 

Yet of another Plea bethought him ſoon. 

Of glory as thou wilt, ſaid he, ſo deem, 150 

Worth or not worth their ſeeking, let it pa: 

But to a Kingdom thou art born, ordain'd 

Io ſit upon thy Father David's Throne; 

By Mother's ſide thy F ather though thy ri ight 

Be now in pow'rful hands, that will not part 155 
Eaſily from poſſeſſion won with arms ; 

Judaa now and all the promis d land, 

Reduc'd a Province under Romen yoke, 

Obeys Tiberius; nor is always rul'd 

With tempꝰ' rate ſway z oft have they violated + 160 
The Temple, oft the Law with foul affronts, 
Abominations rather, as did once 

Antiochus: and thinkſt thou to regain 

Thy right by ſitting ſill or thus ceticing ? 

So did not Macchabaus: he indeed 165 
Retir'd unto the Deſart, but with atms; 

And o'er a mighty King ſo oft prevail'd; 

That by ſtrong hand his Family obtain'd, 

Tho? Prieſts, the Crown, and David's throne uſurp'd, 
With Modin and her ſuburbs once content. 170 
If Kingdom move thee not, let move thee Zeal 

And Duty; Zeal and Duty are not flow; 

But on Occaſion's forelock watchful wait. 

They themſelves rather are occaſion beſt, 
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zeal of thy Father's houſe, Duty to free 175 
Thy Country from her Heathen ſervitude ; de 
So ſhalt thou beſt fulfil, beſt veriſie 
The Prophets old, who ſung thy endleſs reign, 
The happier reign the ſooner it begins, 
Reign then; what canſt thou better do the while? 180 
To whom our Saviour anſwer thus return'd. 
All things are beſt fulfilFd in their due time, 
And time there is for all things, Truth hath ſaid 
If of my reign prophetic Writ hath told, 
That it ſhall never end, fo when begin 195 
The Father in his purpoſe hath decreed, | 
He in whoſe hand all times and ſeaſons roll. 
What if he hath decreed that I ſhall firſt 
Be try'd in humble ſtate, and things adverſe, 
By tribulations, injuries, inſults, 
Contempts, and ſcorns, and ſnares, and violenee, 
Suffering, abſtaining, quietly expecting, 
Without diſtruſt or doubt, that he may know 
What I can ſuffer, how obey ? who beſt 
Can ſuffer, beſt can do; beſt reign, who firſt 195 
Well hath obey' d; juſt trial ere I merit 
My exaltation without change or end. 
But what concerns it thee when 1 begin 
My everlaſting Kingdom, why art thou 
Solicitous, what moves thy inquiſition ? 200 
Know'ſt thou not that my riſing is thy fall, 
And my promotion will be thy deſtruction? 
To whom the Tempter inly rack'd reply'd: 
Let that come when it comes; all hope is loſt 
Of my reception into grace; what worſe ? 205 
For where no hope is left, is left no fear; 
1fthere be worſe, the expe&ation more 
Of woxſe torments me than the feeling can. 
I would be at the worſt ; worſt is my Port, 
My harbour and my ultimate repoſe, 210 
The end I would attain, my final good. 
My error was my error, and my crime 
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My crime whatever for it ſelf condemn'd, 

And will alike be puniſh'd ; whether thou 

Reign or reign not; tho? to that gentle brow 215 
Willingly I could flie, 7 and hope thy reign, 

From that placid aſpe& and meek regard, 

Rather than aggravate my evil ſtate, 

Would ſtand between me and thy Father's ire, 
Whoſe ire I dread more than the Fire of Hell,) 22 
A ſhelter and a kind of ſhading cool 

Interpoſition, as a ſummer's cloud. 

If I then to the worſt that can be hafte, 

Why move thy feet ſo ſlow to what is beſt, 

Happieſt both to thy ſelf and all the world, 225 
That thou who worthĩeſt art ſhouldſ be their King? 
Perhaps thou lingreſt in deep thoughts detain'd 

Ofth* enterprize ſo hazardous and high; 
No wonder, for though in thee be united 
What of perfection can in man be found, 230 
Or human Nature can receive, conſider, 
Thy life hath yet been private, moſt part ſpent 
At home, ſcarce view'd the Gallilean Towns, 

And once a year Feruſalem, few days | 234 
Short ſojourn ;-and what thence could'ſ thou obſerve? 
The world thou haſt not ſeen, much leſs her glory, 
Empires, and Monarchs, and their radiant Courts, 
Beſt ſchool of beſt experience, quickeſt in ſight 
In all things that to greateſt Actions lead. 

The wiſeſt, unexperienc'd, will be ever 240 
Tim'rous and loth, with novice modeſty, 

(As he who ſecking Aſſes found a Kingdom) 

Irreſolute, unhardy, unadventrous: 

But I will bring thee where thou ſoon ſhalt quit 

Thoſe rudiments, and ſee before thine eyes 245 
The Monarchies of th* Earth, their pomp and ſtate, 
Sufficient introduction to inform 

Thee, of thy ſelf ſo apt, in regal Arts, 

And regal Myſteries, that thou may'ſt know 


How beſt their oppoſition to withſtand. 250 
with 
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With that (ſuch pow r was giv n him then) he took 
The Son of God up to a Mountain high. 
It was a Mountain at whoſe verdant feet 
A ſpacious plain outſtretehꝰ'd in circuit wide 
Lay pleaſant ; from his ſide two rivers flow'd, 255 
Th* one winding, th” other ſtraitz andleft between 
Fair Champain with leſs riversintervein'd, 
Then meeting joinꝰd their Tribute to the Sea, 
Fertil of corn the glebe, of oyl and wine, 259 
With herds the paſtures throng'd, with flocks the hills; 
Huge Cities and high tow'rd, that well might ſeem 
The ſeats of mightieſt Monarchs, and fo large 
The proſpect was, that here and there was room 
For barren deſart fount ainleſs and dry. 
To this high mountain top the Tempter brought 265 
Our Saviour, and new ttain of words began. | 
Well have we ſpeeded, and oꝰ er hill and dale, 
Foreſt and field, and flood, Temples and Tow'rs 
Cut ſhorter many a league; here thou behold'ſt 
Aria and her Empire's ancient bounds, 270 
Araxes and the Caſpian lake, thence on 
As far as Indus Eaſt, Euphrates Weſt, 
And oft beyond; to South the Perſian Bay, 
And inacceſſible th Arabian drouth : 
Here Ninever, of length within her wall 275 
Sev'ral days journey, built by Ninus old, 
Of that firſt golden Monarchy the ſeat, 
And ſeat of Salmanaſſar, whole ſucceſs 
Iſrael in long captivity ſtill mourns ; 
There Babylon the wonder of alltongues, 280 
As ancient, but rebuilt by him who twice 
Judah and all thy Father David's houſe 
Ledcaptive, and Feruſalem laid waſte, 
Till Cyr#s ſet them free; Perſopolis 
His City there thou ſeeſt, and Bara there; 285 
Ecbatana her ſtructure vaſt there ſhews, 
And Hecatompylos her hundred gates, 


There Suſa by choaſpes, amber ſtream, . 
| The 


Bock III. PARADISE REGAIN'D. 39 
The drink of none but Kings; of later fame 
Built by Emathian, or by Parthian-hands, 290 
The great Seleucia, Nicibis, and there 
Artazata, Teredon, Teſiphon, 
Turning with eaſie eye thou may*ſt behold, 
All theſe the Parthian, now ſome Ages paſt, 
By great Arſaces led, who founded firſt 295 
That Empire, under his dominion holds, 
From the luxurious Kings of Antioch won. 
And juſt in time thou convſt to have a view 
Of his great Pow 'r; for now the Parthian King 
In Ceſiphon hath gather'd all his Hoſt 300 
Againſt the Scythian, whoſe Incurſions wild 
Have waſted Sogdiana; to her aid 
He marches now in haſte; ſee, though from far, 
His thouſands, in what Martial equipage 
They iſſue forth, Steel Bows, and ſhafts their arms gox 
Of equal dread in flight, or in purſuit ; 
All Horſemen, in which fight they moſt excel; 
See how in warlike Muſter they appear, 
In Rhombs and wedges, and half moons and wings. 

He lookt and ſaw what numbers numberleſs 319 
The City gates out-pour'd, light armed Troops 
In coats of Mail and Military pride 
In Mail their horſes clad, yet fleet and ſtrong, 
Prauncing their riders bore, the flow*r and choice 
Of many Provinces from bound to bouud ; ; ot 
From .Arachoſia, from Gandaor Eaſt, 
And Margiana to the Hircanian cliffs 
Of Caucaſus, and dark Iberian dales, 
From Atropat ia and the neighb' ring plains 
Of Adiabene, Media, and the South 320 
Of Suſiana, to Balſara's hav'n. 5 
He ſaw them in their forms of battle rang'd, 
How quick they wheel'd, and flying behind them ſhot 
Sharp leet of Arrowy ſhow'r againſt the face 
Of their purſuers, and overcame by flight ; 325 
The field all icon caſt a gleaming brown, 

Not 
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Nor wanted clouds of foot, nor on each horn, 
Curiaſſiers all in ſteel for ſtanding fight ; 
Chariots or Elephants endorſt with Tow'rs 
Of Archers, nor of lab'ring Pioneers 
A multitude with Spades and Axes arm'd 
To lay hills plain, fell woods, or vallies fill, 
Or where plain was raiſe hill, or overlay 
With bridges rivers proud, as with a yoke ; 
Mules aftertheſe, Camels and Dromedaries, 
And Waggons fraught with Utenſils of war. 
Such forces met not, nor ſo wide a Camp, 
When Agrican with all his Northern pow'rs 
Beſieg' d Albracca, as Romances tell; 
The City of Gallaphrone, from thence to win 
The faireſt of her Sex Angelica 
His daughter, ſought by many Proweſt Knights, 
Both Paynim, and the Peers of Charlemane, 
Such and ſo numerous was their Chivalry ; 
At ſight whereof the Fiend yet more preſum'd, 
And to our Saviour thus his words renew'd. 

That thou may*ſt know I ſeek not to engage 
Thy virtue, and not ev'ry way ſecure 
On no ſlight grounds thy ſafety ; hear, and mark 
To what end I have brought thee hither and ſhewn 
All this fair ſight ; thy Kingdom though foretold 
By Prophet or by Angel, unleſs thou 
Endeavour, as thy Father David did, 
Thou never ſhalt obtain; prediction ſt ill 
In all things, and all men, ſuppoſes means, 
Without means us' d, what it predicts revokes. 
But ſay thou wert poſleſs'd of David's Throne 
By free conſent of all, none oppoſite, 
Samaritan or Few ; how could'ſt thou hope 
Long to enjoy it quiet and ſecure, 
Between two ſuch encloſing enemies 
Roman and Parthian ? therefore one of theſe 


Thou muſt make ſure thy own, the Parthian firſt 
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By my advice, as nearer and of late 

Found able by invaſion to annoy 

Thy country, and captive lead away her Kings 

Amigonus, and old Hyrcanus bound, 

Maugre the Roman : it ſhall be my task 

To reader thee the Parthian at diſpoſe ; 

Chuſe which thou wilt by conqueſt or by league. 

By him thou ſhalt regain, without him not, 

That which alone can truly reinſtal thee 

In David's royal Seat, his true Succeſſor, 

Deliv*rance of thy brethren, thoſe ten Tribes 

Whoſe off-ſpring in his Territory yet ſerve 

In Habor, and among the Medes diſpers'd 

Ten Sons of Facob, two of Foſeph, loſt 

Thus long from Iſrael; ſerving as of old 

Their Fathers in the land of Egypt ſerv'd, 

This offer ſets before thee to deliver. 

Theſe if from ſervitude thou ſhalt reſtore 

To their inheritance, then, nor till then, 

Thou on the Throne of David in full glory, 

From Egypt to Euphrates, and beyond 

Shalt reign, and Rome or Ceſar not need fear. 
To whom our Saviour anſwer'd thus unmoy'd. 

Much oftentation vain of fleſhly arm, 

And fragile arms, much inſtrument of war 

Long in preparing, ſoon to nothing brought, 

Before mine eyes thou haſt ſet; and in my car 

Vented much policy, and projects deep 

Of enemies, of aids, battels and leagues, 

Plauſible to the World, to me worth naught. 

Means 1 muſt uſe thou ſay'ſt, prediction elſe 

Will unpredict and fail me of the Throne: 

My time Itold thee (and that time for thee 

Were better fartt eſt off) is not yet come; 

When that comes think not thou to find me (lack 

On my part aught endeay*ring, or to need 

Thy pelitick maxims, or that cumberſome 
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Luggage of Warthereſhewn me, argument 
Of humane weakneſs rather than of ſtrength.” ' 
My Brethren, as thou call' them z thoſe ten a Tiibes' 
Imuſtdeliver, if I mean to reign * | 
David's true heir, and his full Scepter ſway 40 5 
To juſt extent over all als Sons; * 
But whence to thee this zeal, where was it then 
For Iſrael, or for David, or his Throne, 
When thou ſtood'ſt up his Tempterto the pride 
Of numb'ring 1/rae!, which coſt the lives Ne 
Of threeſcore and ten thouſand 7/realites 
By three days Peſtilence? ſuch was thy zeal 
To Iſtael then, the ſame that now to me. 
As for thoſe captive Tribes, themſelves were they 
— Who wrought their own captivity, fell off 415 
From God to worſhip Calves, the Deities, 
Of Egypt, Baal next and Aſbtarath, 
And all th* Idolatries of Heathen round, 
Beſides their other worſe than heath*niſh crimes; 
Nor in the land of their captivity 420 
Humbled themſelves or penitent beſought 
The God of their Fore-fathers ; but ſo dy*d 
Impenitent, and left a race behind 
Like to themſelves, diſtinguiſhable ſcarce 
From Gentiles, but by Circumciſion vain, 425 
And God with Idols in theix worſhip join'd. 
Should Jof theſe the liberty regard , 
Who freed, asto their ancient Patrimony, 
UnhumbPd, unrepentant, unreform'd, 
Headlong wou*d follow; and to their Gods perhaps 
OF Bethel and of Dan ? no, let them ſerve | 431 
Their enemies, who ſerve Idols with God. 
Yet he at length, time to himſelf beſt known, 
Remembring Abraham, by ſome wond'rous call 
May bring them back repentant and ſincere, 435 
And at their paſſing eleave th A rian flood, 
While on their native land with joy they haſte, 
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When tothe promis'd land their Fathers paſs'd ; 

To his due time and providencel leave them. Y 
So ſpake 7/aePs true King; and to the Fiend 

Made anſwer meet, that made yoid all his wiles 

So fares it when with truth falſhood contends. 


1 The End of the Third Book.. 
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Aa Erplex'd and troubled at his bad ſucceſs 

II F The rempter ſtood, nor Irad what to reply, 

— == Diſcover'd in his fraud, thrown from his 
171 hope, CA 

So oſt, and the perſwaſive Rhetoric 

That fleck'd his tongue, and won ſo much an Eve, F 

Solittle here, nay loſt ; but Eve was Eve, 

This far his over-match, who ſelf deceivꝰd 

And raſh, before hand had no better weigh'd 

The ſtrength he was to cope with, or his own : 

But as a man who had been matchleſs held 10 

In cunning, over-reach'd where leaſt he thought, 

To ſave his credit, and for very ſpight 

Still will be tempting him who foyls him ſtill, 

And never ceaſe, though to his ſhame the more; 

Or as a ſwarm of flies in vintage time, Is 

About the wine-preſs where ſweet mouſt is powr'd, 

Beat off, returns as oft with humming ſound ; 

Or ſurging waves againſt a ſolid rock, 

Though all to ſhivers daſh'd th* aſſault renew, 

Vain batt*ry, and in froth or bubbles end; 20 

So Satan, whom repulſe upon repulſe 

Met ever; and to heme ſilenee brought, 
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Yet gives not o'er though deſp'rate of ſucceſs, 

And his vain importunity purſues, 

He brought our Saviour to the Weſtern ſide 25 
Ot that high mountain, whence he might behold 
Another plain, long, but in breadth not wide, 
Waſh'dby the Southern Sea, and on the North 

To equal length back'd with a ridge of hills 

That ſcreen'd the fruits of th* earth and ſeats of men 
From cold Septentrion blaſts, thence in the midſt 3r 
Divided by a river, of whoſe banks 

On each ſide an Imperial City tovd, 

With Tow'rs and Temples proudly elevate 

On ſeven ſmall Hills, with Palaces adorn'd, is 
Porches and Theatres, Baths, Aqueducts, 
Statues and Trophies, and Triumphal Arcs, 

Gardens and Groves preſented to his eyes, 
Above the heighth of Mountains interpos'd. 
By what ſtrange Parallax or Optick skill 40 
Of viſion multiply d through Air, or Glaſs 
Of Teleſcope, were curious to enquire : 
And now the Tempter thus his ſilence broke. 
The City which thou ſeeſt no other deem 

Than great and glorious R ome, Queen of the Earth 

So far renown'd, and with the ſpoils enricht 46 
Of Nations; there the Capitol thou ſeeſt 

Above the reſt lifting his ſtately head 

On the Tarpeian Rock, her Cittadel 

Impregnable, and there Mount Palatine 

Th' imperial Palace, compaſs huge, and high 50 
Th' Structure, skill of nobleſt Architects, 

With gilded battlements, conſpicuous far, 

Turcets and Terraſes, and glitt'ring Spires. 

Many a fair Edifice beſides, more like 55 
Houſes of Gods (ſo well I have diſpos'd 

My Airy Microſcope) thou may'ſt behold 

Outſide and inſide both, pillars and roofs 

Carv'd work, the hand of fam'd Artificers 

la Cedar, Marble, Ivory or Gold, 60 

Aa: Thence 
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Thence to the Gates caſt round thine eye, and ſee 
What conflux iſſuing forth, or entring in, 
Pretors, Proconſulsto their Provinces 
Haſting or on return in robes of State; 
Lictors and rods the enſigus of their pow'r, 65 
Legions and Cohorts, turmes of horſe and wings: 
Or Embaſſies from Regions far remote 
In various habits on the Appian road, 
Or on th* Emilian, ſome from fartheſt South, 
Syene, and where the ſhadow both way falls, 76 
Meroe Nilotic Iſle, and more to Weſt, 
The realm of Bocchns to the Black- moor Sea; 
Fiom th' Aſian Kings and Parthian among theſe, 
From India and the golden Cherſoneſe, 
And utmoſt Indian Iſle Taprobane, 75 
Dusk faces with white ſilken Turbants wreath'd : 
From Gallia, Gades, and the Britt:ſh Weſt, | 
Germans, and Scythians, and Sarmmatians North 
Beyond Danubius to the Tauric Pool. 
All Nations now to Rome obedience pay, to 
To Rome's great Emperor, whoſe wide domain 
In ample Territory, wealth and pow'r, 
Civility of manners, Arts, and Arms, 
And long Renown thou juſtly may*f prefer 
Before the Parthian ; theſe two Thrones except, $5 
The reſt are barb*rous, and ſcarce worth the ſight, - 
Shar'd among petty Kings too far remov'd; 
Theſe having ſhown thee, I have ſhewn thee all 
The Kingdoms of the World, and all their glory. 
This Emp'ror hath no Son, and now is old 90 
Old and laſcivious, and from Rome retir'd 
To Capree an Iſland ſmall but ſtrong 


On the campanian ſhore, with purpoſe there 


His horrid luſts in private to enjoy, 
Committing to a wicked Favourite 9” 
All publick cares, and yet of him ſuſpicious, 

Hated of all, and hating ; with what eaſe 

Indu'd with Regal Virtues as thou art, 
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Appearing and beginning noble deeds, 


Mightſt thou expel this Monſter from his Throne 


Now made a ſtye, and in his place aſcending 

A victor, people free from ſervile yoke? 

And with my help thou may'ſt; to me the pow's 

Is giv*n, and by that right! give it thee. 

Aim therefore at no leſs than all the world, 

Aim at the higheft, without the higheſt attain'd 

Will be for thee no fitting, or not long 

On David's Throne, he propheſy'd what will. 
To whom the Son of God unmoy'd reply'd. 

Nor doth this grandeur and majeſtick ſhow 

Of luxury, though call'd magnificence, 

More than of Arms before, allure mine eye, 


47 


99 


105 


110 


Much leſs my mind; though thou ſhouldſt add to tell 


Their ſumptuous gluttonies, and gorgeous feaſts 
On Citron tables or Atlantic ſtone, 

(For I havealſo heard, perhaps have read) 

Theit wines of Setia, Cales and Falerene, 

chios and Creet, and how they quaffin Gold, 
Chryſtal and Myrrhine cups imbos'd with Gems 
And ſtuds of Pearl, to me ſhou' dſt tell who thirſt 
And hunger ſtill: then Embaſſies thou ſhew'ſt 
From Nations far and nigh ; what honour that, 
But tedious waſte of time to fit and hear | 
So many hollow compliments and lies, 
Outlandiſh flatteries? then proceed'ſt to talk 
Of th' Emperor, how eaſily ſubdu'd, 

How gloriouſly ; I ſhall, thou ſay'ſt, expel, 

A brutiſh monſter : what if I withal 

Expel a Devil who firſt made him ſuch ? 

Let his tormenrer Conſcience find him out, 

For him I was not ſent, noryet to free 

That People victor once, now vile and baſe, 
Deſervedly made vaſſal, who once juſt, 


Frugal, and mild, and temy'rate, conquer'd well, 


But govern ill the Nations ander yoke, 
Peeling their Provinces, exauſted all 
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But 
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But luſt and rapine; firſt ambitious grown 
Of triumph, that inſulting vanity 3 
Then cruel, by their ſports to blood enur'd 
Of fighting beaſts, and men to beaſts expos'd, 140 
Luxutious by their wealth, and greedier till, 
And from the daily Scene effeminate. 
What wiſe and valiant Man would ſeek to free 
Theſe thus degen'rate, by themſelves enſlay'd, 
Or could of inward ſlaves make outward free? 145 
Know therefore when my ſeaſon comes to it 
On David's Throne, it ſhall be like a tree, 
Spreading and overſnad' wing all the Earth, 
Or as a ſtone that ſhall to pieces daſh 
All Monarchies beſides throughout the World, 150 
And of ny Kingdom there ſhall be no end: 
Means there ſhall be to this, but what the means, 
Is not for thee to know, nor me to tell. 
To whom theTempter impudent reply'd : 

I ſee all offers made by me how ſlight 155 
Thou valu'ſt, becauſe offer d, and teject'ſt: 
Nothing will pleaſe the difficult and nice, 
Or nothing more than ſtill to contradict: 
On th' other ſide know alſo thou, that 1 
On what 1 offer ſet as high eſteem, 160 
Nor what I part with mean to give for naught ; 
All theſe which in a moment thou behold'R, 
The Kingdoms of the World to thee I give; 
For giv'n to me, I give to whom I pleaſe, 
No trifle; yet with this reſerve, not elſe, 165 
On this condition, if thou wilt fall down, 
And worſhip me as thy ſuperior Lord, 
Eaſily done, and hold them all of me; 
For what can leſs ſo great a giſt deſerve? 

Whom thus our Saviour anſwer'd with diſdain: 176 
I never lik'd thy talk, thy offers leſs, 
Now both abhor, ſince thou haſt dar'd to utter 
Th” abominable terms, impious condition; 
But 1 endute the time, till which expir'd, 


Thou 
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Thou haſt permiſſion on me. It is written 
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175 


The firſt of all Commandments, Thou ſhalt worſhip 


The Lord thy God, and only him ſhalt ſerve 
Anddar'ſt thou to the Son of God propound 
To worſhip thee accurſt, now more accurſt 
For this attempt, bolder than that on Eve, 
And more blaſphemous ? which expect to rue. 
The Kingdoms of the World to thee were giv'n, 
Permitted rather, and by thee uſurp'd, 
Other donation none thou canſt produce: 
If giv'n, by whom but by the King of Kings, 
God over all Supreme? if giv*n to thee, 
By thee how fairly is the Giver now 
Repay'd? But gratitude in thee is loſt 
Long ſince. Wert thou ſo void of fear or ſhame, 
As offer them to me the Son of God, 
To me my own, on ſuch abhorred pact, 
That I fall down and worſhip thee as God? 
Get thee behind me; plain thou now appear'ſt 
That Evil one, Satan forever damn'd. 

To whom the Fiend with fear abaſht reply*d. 
Be not ſo ſore offended, Son of God; 
Though Sons of God both Angels are and Men, 
If Ito try whether in higher ſort 
Than theſe thou beat ſt that title, have propos d 
What both from men and Angels 1 receive, 
Tetrarchs of fire, air, flood and on the earth 
Nations beſides from all the quarter'd winds, 
God of this world invok'd and world beneath; 
Who then thou art whoſe coming is foretold 
To me ſo fatal, me it moſt concerns. 
The tryal hath endamag'd thee no way, 
Rather more honour le and more eſteem ; 
Me naught advantag'd, miſſing what I aim'd. 
Therefore let paſs, as they aretranſitory, 
The Kingdoms of this world; I ſhall no more 
Adviſe thee, gain them as thou canſt, or not. 
And thou thy ſelf ſeem'ſt otherwiſe inclin'd 
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Than to a worldly Crown, addicted more 4 
To contemplation and profound diſpute, | 
As by that early action may be judg'd, 2135 


When ſlipping from thy Mother's eye thou went ſt 
Alone into the Temple; there was found 

Among the graveſt Rabbies diſputant 

On points and queſtions fitting Moſes Chair, 

Teaching not taught; the childhood ſhews the man, 
As morning ſhews the day. Be famous then 221 
By wiſdom ; as thy Empire muſt extend, 

$0 let extend thy mind o'er all the world, 

In knowledge, all things in it comprehend : | 
All knowledge, is not couch'd in Moſes? Law, 225 
The Pentateuch, or what the Prophets wrote, 

The Gentiles alſo know, and write, and teach 

To admiration, led by Nature's light; | | 
And with the Gentiles much thou muſt converſe, 
Ruling them by perſwaſion as thou mean'ſt, 130 
Without their learning how wilt thou with them, 

Or they with thee hold converſation meet ? 

How wilt thou reaſon with them, how refute 

Their Idoliſms, Traditions, Paradoxes ? 

Error by his own arms is beſt evinc'd. "235 
Look once more ere we leave this ſpecular Mount 
Weſtwaxd, much nearer by South-weſt, behold 

Where on th* AÆgyan ſhore a City ſtands 
Built nobly, pure the air, and light the ſoil, 

Athens the eye of Greece, Mothet of Arts 240 

And Eloquence, nativeto famous wits 

Or hoſpitable, in her ſweet receſs, 

City or Suburban, ſtudious walks and ſhades ; 

See there the Olive Grove of Academe, 

Plate*s retirement, where the ie Bird 124 

Trills her thick warbl'd notes the ſummer long, 

There flow*ry hill Hymettus with the found * 

Of Bees induſtrious murmur oft invites 

To ſtudious muſing; there 115: rolls 

His whiſp' ring ſtream 3 within the walls then view 250 
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The Schools of ancient Sages ; his who bred 
Great Alexander to ſubdue the World, 
Lyceum there, and painted Stoa next : 
There thou ſhalt hear and learn the ſecret pow'r 
Of harmony intones and numbers hit 255 
By voice or hand, and various meaſur'd yerſe, | 
Aoilan charms and Dorian Lyric Odes, 
And his who gave them breath, but higher ſung, 
Blind Meleſigenes thence Homer call'd, 
Whoſe Poem Phabus challeng'd for his own, 260 
Thence what the lofty grave Tragcedians taught * 
In chorus or Iambic, teachers beſt 
Of moral pradence, with delight receiy'd, 
In brief ſententious precepts while they treat 
of fate and chance, and change in human life; 265 
High actions, and high paſſions beſt deſcribing : is 
Thence to the famous Orators repair, 
Thoſe ancient, whoſe reſiſtleſs eloquence 
wielded at will that fierce Democratie, 
Shook th' Arſenal and fulmin'd over Greece, 270 
To Macedon, and Artaxerxes Throne; ö 
To ſage Philoſophy next lend thine ear, 
From Heav'n deſcended to the low-rooft houſe 
Of Socrates, ſee there his Tenement, 
Whom well inſpir'd the Oracle pronounc'd ' 275 
Wiſeſt of men; from whoſe mouth ifſu'd forth . 
Mellifluous ſtreams that water'd all the Schools 
Of Academics old and new, with thoſe 
Sirnam*d Peripateticks, and the Sect 
Epicurean, and the Stoic ſevere; _ 280 
Theſe here revolve, or, as thou lik'ſt, at home, 
Till time mature thee to a Kingdom's weight; 
Theſe rules will render thee a King complear 
Within thy ſelf, much more with Empire join'd. 

To whom our Saviour ſagely thus reply'd. 235 
Think not, but that I know theſe things, or think 
I know them not; not therefore am I ſhort 


Of knowing what 1 aught ; he who receiyes 
| Light 
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Light from above, from the fountain of light, 

No other docttine needs, though granted true; 290 
But theſe are falſe, or little elſe but dreams, 
Conjectures, fancics, built on nothing firm. 

The firſt and wiſeſt of them all profeſs'd 

To know this only, that he nothing knew 

The next to fabling fell, and ſmooth conceits, 233 
A third fort doubted all things, though plain ſenſe ; 
Others in virtue plac'd felicity, 

But virtue join'd with riches and long life, 

In corporal pleaſure he, and careleſs caſe. 

The Stoic laſt in Philoſophic pride, 300 
By him call'd virtue; and his virtuous man, 

Wiſe, perfect in himſelf, and all poſſeſſing 

Equal to God, oft ſhames not to prefer, 

As fearing God nor man, contemning all 

Wealth, pleaſure, pain or torment, death and life, 
Which when he liſts, he leaves, or boaſts he can, 305 
For all his tedious talk is but vain boaſt, 

Or ſubtile ſhifts conviction to evade, | 
Alas what can they teach, and not miſ-lead ; | 
Ignorant of themſelves, of God much more, 309 ? 
And how the world began, and how man fell | 
Degraded by himſelf, on grace depending ? | 
Much of the Soul they talk, but all awry, { 
And in themſelves ſeek virtue, and to themſelyes 

All glory arrogate, to God give none, 314 
Rather accuſe him under uſual names, 

Fortune and Fate, as one regardleſs quite 

Of mortal things. Who therefore ſeeks in theſe 


True wiſdom, finds her not, or by deluſion 
Far worſe, her ſalſe reſemblance only meets 310 


An empty cloud. However many books 

Wiſe men have ſaid are weariſom ; who reads 

Inceſſantly, andto his reading brings not 

A ſpirit and judgment equal or ſuperior, 

(And what he brings, what needs he elſe where ſeek) 

Vagertatu and unſettled ſtill remains, 326 
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Deep verſt in books and ſhallow in himſelf, 
Crude or intoxicate, collecting toys, 
And trifles for choice matters, worth a ſpunge ; 


As Children gath'ring pibles on the ſhore. 330 


Or if 1 would delight my private hours 
With Muſick or with Poem, where ſo ſoon 4 
As in ournarive Language can I find 
That ſolace? All our Law and Story ſtrew'd 
With Hymns, our Pſalms with artful terms inſcrib'd, 
Our Hebrew Songs and Harps in Babylon, 336 
That pleas'd ſo well our Victors ear, declare 
That rather Greece from us theſe arts deriv'd ; 
Ill imitated, while they loudeſt ſing 
The vices of their Deities, and their own 340 
In Fable, Hymn, or Song, ſo perſonating 
Their Gods ridiculous, and themſelves paſt ſhame. 
Remove their ſwelling Epithetes thick laid 
As varniſh on a Harlot's cheek, the reſt, 
Thin ſown with aught of profit or delight, 345 
Will far be found unworthy to compare 
With Son's ſongs, to all true taſts excelling, 
Where God is prais*d aright, and God like men, 
The Holieſt of Holies, and his Saints; 
Such are from God inſpir'd, not ſuch from thee; 
Unleſs where moral virtue is expreſs'd 351 
By light of Nature not in all quite loſt, 
Their Orators, thou then extoll'ſt, as thoſe 
The top of Eloquence, Statiſts indeed, 
And lovers of their Country, as may ſeem; ISS 
But herein to our Prophets far beneath, 
As men divinely taught, and better teaching 
The ſolid rules of Civil Government 
In their Majeſtic unaffected ſtile 
Than all the Oratory of Greece and Rome, 36a 
In them is plaineſt taught, and eaſieſt learnt, 
What makes a Nation happy, and keeps it ſo, 
What ruins Ki ngdoms, and lays Cities flat; 
Theſe only with our Law beſt form a King. 
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So ſpake the Son of God; but Satan now 365 
Quite at a loſs, for all his darts were ſpent, 
Thus to our Saviour with ſtern brow reply d. 
Since neither wealth, nor honour, arms nor arts, 
Kingdom nor Empire pleaſe thee, nor aught 
By me proposꝰd in life contemplative, 370 
Or active, tended on by glory, or fame, 
What doſt thou in this World? the Wilderneſs 
For thee is fitteſt place, I found thee there, 
And thither will return thee, yet remember 
What I foretel thee, ſoon thou ſhalt have cauſe 375 
To wiſh thou never hadſt rejected thus 
Nicely or cautiouſly my offer'd aid, 
which wou'd have ſet thee in ſhort time with eaſe 


; On David's Throne; or Throne of all the world, 


Now at full age, fulneſs of time, thy ſeaſon, 310 
When Propheſies of thee are beſt fulfill'd. 
Now contrary, if I read aught in Heav'n, 
Or Heav'n write aught of Fate, by what the Stars 
Voluminous, or ſingle Characters, 
In their conjunction met, give me to ſpell, 385 
Sorrows and labours, oppoſition, hate, 
Attends thee, ſcorns, reproaches, injuries, 
Violence and ftripes, and laſtely cruel death; 
A Kingdom they portend thee, but what Kingdom, 
Real or Allegorie I diſcern not, 390 
Nor when, eternal ſure, as without end, 
Without beginning; for no date prefixt, 
Directs me in the Starry Rubric ſet. 

So ſaying he took (for ſtill he knew his Pow r 
Not yet expir'd) and to the Wilderneſs 395 
Brought back the Son of God, and left him there, 
Feigning to diſappear. Darkneſs now roſe, 
As day-light ſunk, and brought in lowring nigh 
Her ſhad*wy off-ſpring unſubſtantial both, 
Priyation meer of light and abſent day. 
Our Saviour meek and with untroubled mind 


After his aery jaunt, though hurry'd ſore, 


Hun- 
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Hungry and cold betook him to his reſt, 
Wherever, under ſome concourſe of ſhades hog 

Whoſe branching arms thick intertwind might ſhield 
From dews and damps of night his ſhelter'd head, 

But ſhelter'd ſlept in vain, for at his head 

The Tempter watch*d, and ſoon with ugly dreams 
Diſturb'd his ſleep; and either Tropic now 
*Ganthunder, and both ends of Heav'n the Clouds 
From many a horrid rift abortive pour'd 411 
Fierce rain with lightning mixt, water with fire 

In ruin reconcil'd : nor ſlept the winds 

Within their ſtony caves, but ruſh'd abroad 

From the four hinges of the world, and fell 415 
On the yext Wilderneſs, whoſe talleſt Pines, 

Though rooted deep as high, and ſturdieſt Oaks 

Bow'd their ſtiff necks, loaden with ſtormy blaſts, 
Ortorn up ſheer : ill waſt thou ſhrouded then, 

O patient Son of God, yet only ſtoodſt 420 
Unſhaken ; nor yet ſtaid the terror there, 

Infernal Ghoſts, and Helliſh Furies, round (ſhriek'd, 
Environ'd thee, ſome howl'd, ſome yelPd, ſome 
Some bent at thee their fiery darts, while thou 

Sat'ſt unappal'd in calm and ſinleſs peace. 425 
Thus paſs*d the night ſo foul, till morning fair 

Came forth with Pilgrim ſteps in amice gray; 

Who with her radiant finger ſtill'd the roar 

Of thunder, chagd the clouds, and laid the winds, 
And griſly Spectres which the Fiend had rais'd 410 
To tempt the Son of God with terrors dite. 

And now the Sun with more effectual beams 

Had chear'd the face of Earth, and dry'd the wet 
From drooping plaint, or dropping tree; the birds, 

Who all things now behold more freſh and green, 

After a night of ſtorm ſo ruinous, 436 

Clear'd up their choiceſt notes in buſh and ſpray 

To gratulate the ſweet return of morn ; 

Nor yet amidſt this joy and brighteſt morn 

Was abſent, after all his miſchief done, 440 
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The Prince of darkneſs, glad would alſo ſeem 

Of this fair change, and to our Saviour came, 

Yet with no new device, they all were ſpent, 

Rather by this his laſt affront reſoly'd 

Deſp*rate of better courſe, to vent his rage, 445 
And mad deſpite to be ſo oft repell'd. 


Him walking on a Sunny hill he found, 


Back'd on the North and Weſt by a thick wood; 

Out of the wood he ſtarts in wonted ſhape, 

And in a careleſs mood thus to him ſaid. 450 
Fair morning yet betides th ꝛe Son of God, 

After a diſmal night ; I heard the rack 

As Earth and Sky would mingle; but my ſelf 

Was diſtant ; and theſe flaws, though mortals fear them 

As dang*rous to the pillar'd frame of Heav'n, 455 

Or tothe Earth's dark baſis underneath, 

Are to the main as inconſiderable, 

And harmleſs, if not wholſom, as a ſneeze 

To mans leſs univerſe, and ſoon are gone; 

Yet as being oft times noxious where they light 

On man, beaſt, plant, waſteful and turbulent, 451 

Like turbulencies in th' affairs of men, 

Over whoſe heads they rore, and ſeem to point, 

They oft fore · ſigniſie and threaten ill: 

This Tempeſt at this Deſart moſt was bent; 465 

Of men at thee, for only thou here dwell'ſt. 

Did I not tell thee, if thou didſt reject 

The perfect ſeaſon offer'd with my aid 

To win thy deſtin'd feat, but wilt prolong 

All to the puſh of Fate, purſue thy way 470 

Of gaining David's Throne no man knows when, 

For both the when and how is no where told, 

Thou ſhalt be what thou art ordain'd, no doubt; 

For Angels have proclaim'd it. but concealing 

The Time and means: each act is rightlieſt done, 475 

Not when it muſt, bur when it may be beſt, 

If thou obſerve not this, be ſure to find, 

What I foretoJd thee, many a hard aſſay 


of 
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Of dangers, and advexſities, and pains, 

Ere thou of Iſracl's Scepter get faſt hold; 489 
Whereof this ominous night that clos'd thee round, 

So many tetrots, voices, prodigies 

May warn thee, as a ſure fore-going ſign, 

So talk*d he, while the Son of God went on 
And ftaid not, but in brief him anſwer'd thus. 4s 

Me worſe than wet thou find'ſt not; other harm 
Thoſe terrors which thou ſpeak'ſt of, did me none; 

1 never fear'd they could, though noiſing loud 

And threatning nigh, what they 
Betok*ning, or ill boding, Icghremn 490 
As falſe portents, not ſent frbm God, but thee ; 

Who knowing I ſhall reign paſt thy preventing, 

Obtrud'ſ thy ofter'd aid, that I accepting 

At leaſt might ſeem to hold all pow'r of thee, 
Ambitious ſpirit, and woud'ſt be thought my God, 

And ſtorm'ſt refus'd, thinking to terrific 496 
Me to thy will; deſiſt, thou art diſcern'd 

And toil'ſt in vain, nor mein vain moleſt, 

To whom the Fiend now ſwoln with rage reply'd : 
Then hear, O Son of David, Virgin-born 509 
For Son of God to me is yet in doubt, 

Of the Meſſiah I have heard foretold 

By all the Prophets; of thy birth at length 

Announc'd by Gabriel with the firſt I knew, 

And of th* Angelic Song in Bethlehem field, 505 
On thy birth night, that ſung thee Saviour born, 

From that time ſeldom have I ceas d to eye 

Thy Infancy, thy Childhood, and thy youth, 

Thy manhood laſt, though yet ia private bred ; 

Till at the Ford of Ferdan whither all 310 
Floch d to the Baptiſt, I among the reſt, 

Though not to be Baptiz d, by voice from Heav'n 
Heard thee pro nounc'd the Son of God belov'd. 
Thenceforth I thought thee worth my nearer view 

And narrower Scrutiny, that I might learn 115 
In what degree ot meaning thou art call'd 


The 
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The Son of God which bears no ſingle ſenſe; 

The Son of God J alſo am, or was, 

And if I was, Iam ; relation ſtands; 

All men are Sons of God; yet theeI thought * 520 

In ſome reſpe& far higher ſodeclar'd. 

Therefore I watch'd thee from foot ſteps that hour, 

And follow'd thee ſtill on to this waſte wild; 

Whereby all beſt conje&tures I collect 

Thou art to be my fatal enemy, 525 

Good reaſon then, if I before- hand ſeek 

To underſtand my Adverſary, who 

And what he is; his wiſdom, pow'r, intent, 

By parl, or compoſition, truce, or league 

To win him, or win from him what I can, 530 

And opportunity I here have had 

To try thee, ſift thee, and confeſs have —__ thee 

Proof againſt all temptation as a rock 

Ot Adamant, and as a Center, firm 

To thꝰ utmoſt of meer man both wiſe and good, 335 

Not more; for Honours, Riches, Kingdoms, Glory 

Have been before condemn'd, and may again: 

Therefore to know what more thou art than man; 

Worth naming Son of God by voice from Heav'n, 

Another method I muſt now begin, $40 
So ſaying he caught him up, and withont wing 

Of Hippogrif bore through the Air ſublime 

Over the Wilderneſs and o'er the Plain 

Till underneath them fair Feruſalem, 

The holy City lifted high her Tow*rs, $45 

And higher yet the glorious Temple rear'd 

Her pile, far off appearing like a Mount 

Of Alabaſter, top'd with Golden Spires 

There on the higheſt Pinnacle he ſet 

The Son of God; and added thus in ſcorn : 550 
There ſtand, if thou wilt ſtand z to ſtand upright 

Will ask thee skill; Ito thy Father's houſe 

Have brought thee, and higheſt plac'd, higheſt is beſt, 

Now ſhew thy Progeny ; if not toſtand, 7 Tit 
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Caſt thy ſelf down ; ſafely if Son of God : 555 
For it is written, He will give command ' 
Concerning thee to his Angels, in their hands 


They ſhall uplift thee, leſt at any time 1 
Thou chance to daſh thy foot againſt a ſtone. 
To whom thus Jeſus : Alſo it is written, _— 


Tempt not the Lord thy God; he ſaid andſtood, 
But Satan ſmitten with amazement fell 

As when Earth's Son Ante, (to compare 

Small things with greateſt) in Iraſſa, ſtrove 

With Fove's Alcides, and oft foil'd till roſe, 365 
Receiving from his mother Earth new ſtrength, | 
Freſh from his fall, and fiercer grapple join'd, 
Throttled at length in th? Air, expir'd and fell; 

So after many a foil the Tempter proud, 

Renewing freſh aſſaults, amidſt his pride 370 
Fell whence he ſtood to ſee his Vitor fall. 

And as that Theban Monſter that propos'd: 

Her riddle, and him, who ſolv'd it not, devour'd ; 
That once found dut and ſoly'd, for grief and ſpight 
Caſt her ſelf headlong from th* 1ſmenian ſteep; 57s 
So ſtrook with dread and anguiſh fell the Fiend, 

And to his crew, that ſat conſulting, brought 

Joyleſs Triumphals of his hop'd ſucceſs, 

Ruin, and deſperation, and diſmay, 

Who durſt ſo proudly tempt the Son of God. 336 
So Satan fell; and ſtrait a fiery Globe 

Of Angels on full ſail of wing flew nigh; 

Who on their plumy Vans receiy*d him ſoft 

From his uneaſie ſtation, and upbore 

As on a floating couch through the blithe Air, 195 
rhen in a flow'ry valley ſet him down 

on a green bank, and ſet before him ſpred 

A table of Celeſtial Food, Divine, 

Ambroſial fruits, fetch't from the Tree of Life, | 
And from the fount of Life Ambroſial drink, $96 
That ſoon refreſh'd him weary'd, and repair'd 
What hunger, if aught — * impair'd, 


Or 
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Orthirſt, and a he fed, Angelic Quires 

Sung Heav'nly Anthems of his victory | 

Over temptation, and the Wee | 595 


True Image of the Father whether rhron'd 
In the boſom of bliſs, and light of light 
Edhceiving, or temote from Heav'n, enſhrinꝰd 
In fleſhly Tabernacle, and human form, 

Wand' ring the Wilderneſs, whatever plade, 
Habit, or ſtate, or motion, ſtill expreſling - 
The Son of God, with God - lilee force inhdu'd 
Againſt th' Attemprer of thy Father's Throne, 
And Thief of Paradiſe; him long of old 

Thou did'ft 'debel, and don from Heay'n caſt 
With alls Army, now thou lraſt aveng d 
Supplanted Adam, and by vanquiſhing 
Temptation, hath-regain'd loſt Paradiſe ; 

And fruſtrated the conqueſt fray dulent : _ 

He never more henceforth will date ſet foot ie 
In Patadiſe to tempt; his ſnares arcbroke ; 

For though that ſeat of eurthly bliſs be fail'd, 

A Hirer Paradiſe is founded now 

For Adam und his choſen Sons, whom thou 

A Saviour #tt come down to te- inſtall 615 
Where they ſha ll dwell ſecure; when time ſhall be 

Of Tempter and Temptation without fear, 

But thou, Infernal Serpent, ſhalt not long 

Rule in the Clouds; like an Autumnal Star 

or Lightning thou ſhalt fall from Heay'n trod down 
Under his feet: for proof, ere this thou feel'ſt 616 
Thy wound, yet not thy laſt and deadlieſt wound 

By this repulſe receiy'd, and hold'ſt in Hell 

No triumph; in all her Gates Abadon rues 

Thy bold attempt; -heteafter learn with aw 625 
To dread the Son of God: heallunacm'd 

Shall chaſe thee with the terror of his voice 

From thy Demoniac holds, poſſeſſion foul, 

Thee andthy Legions, yelling they ſhall fly, 

And beg to hide them in a herd of Swine, 639 
| ed 2 Leſt 
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Leſt he command them down into the 

Bound, and to torment ſent before theit time. 

Hail Son of the moſt High, heir of both Worlds, 

Queller of Satan, on thy glorious work 

Now enter, and begin to ſave mankind, 635 
Thus they the Son of God our Saviour meek 

Sung Victor, and from Heav'nly Feaſt refreſhe 

Brought on his way with joy; he unobſery'd 

Home to his Mother's houſe private return d. 
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N. B. The firſt Number refers to the Book, 
I the ſecond to the Line. 
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Aron and Moſes, their Miſſion to Egypt 12 170. 

Abdiel (4 Seraph) ovpoſes Satan promoting the 
«Angels Revolt, &c. 5 $03. Reply to his Anſwer 
5 877. His Fidelity, &c. Celebrated 5 896 Retreat from 
Satan's Party 6 1. Soliloquy en View of him at their Head 
6 114. Speech to him thereon 6 130, Reply to his Anſwer 
6 117, Encounters him in the Battle 6 189. Vanquiſhes A- 
riel, Arioc and Ramiel, (fallen Angels) 6 169. 

Abel and Cain, their Story related 11 429. 

Abraham's and the Patriarchs 12 113. All Nations hs 
Sons by Faith 12 446. | 

Acheron, 4 River of Hell 2 570 

Adam and Eve deſcribed Generally 4 288. Particularly, 
4 295, Their State of Innocence 4 312, 4 492. 4 738, 5 
211, 5 303, 8 flo. Vide Innocence, Night Oraiſon 4 
720. Morning Oraiſon 5 153. Preparations to entertain the 
Angel Raphael 5 313. The Table and Entertainment de- 
ſcribd 5 391. Their Nuptial Bed 4 708. Nuptials Cele- 
brated 3 510 Partmg preceding the Temptation 9 385, Be- 
baviow v P their Fall 9 Ico4. Find themſelves Naked g 


Jogi. Makg themſelves Breeches of Fig Leaves 9 1099. Re- 
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m God (the Son) 10 %. Appenrance befure him 10 log 
Repontanes 11 1098. Expwifion from Par adile 12, 626. Vi. 


the Tree of Knowledge 4 411, To her at Night 4 610, An- 
fuer to her Queſtion about the Nightly Luminaries 4 660. 
Viewing her ſleeping 5 8. Anſwer to her relating her Dream, 
(the Subject of Satan's firſt illuſive Temptation) 5 94. Ty 
her weeping 5 12%, Invites the Ange! Kfiphael to hir Bow. 
er &c. 5 361. Diſcourſe with him 5 460. Continued © 
various SubjeFt, 8 651. Vide Raphael. Mis Creation and 
Dominion, &c. over the Creatures 9 $24. Prohibited the 
Tree of Knowledge 7 F542. 8 332, Account of himſelf, and 
the Objects about him, &c. on his Creation 8 253, Of hi; 
frſt View of the Diuine Preſence, Inſtation in Paradiſe, &c, 
8 311. Speech ta God thereon, and on 61 Solitude there $ 
357. Reply to God's Anſwer 8 379. Sleep on the Formation 
of Eve deſcrild 8 451, His firſt View of her 8 481, Paſſ- 
en for her $ 521. Valedittion to Raphael 5 644. Diſcour| 


with Eve preceding the Temptation (on Satan's Swbtilty, 


and the means to reſiſt it, &c.) 9 from 205 to 384, Care, 
and Fears for her in "Abſence 9 838. Meets her returning 
with the Forbidden Fruit 9 847. Soliloquy lamenting her 
Tranſgreſſion 9 896. Reſolves to Die with hev 9.997, Specch 
to her thereon 9 921. Eats the Forbidden Fruit 9 996, In- 
cites her to carnal Fruition (the firſt Effet of it) 9 Toll, 
1016, The Place &c. deſcrib d 9 1037. After Speech to her 
on their Fall and Nakgdneſs 9 1067. Another, charging her 
as the Argreſſor 9 1132. Reply to her Anſwer (recriminates 
her aſſected ſelf-ſufficiency, &c.) 9 1162. Anſwer to Ged 
{the Son) calling him to Judgment 16 115. Reply to him 
(accuſes Eve) 10 124. The Sentence pronounced on him 10 
197, Soliloquy thereon to 720. continued 10 854, Wiſhes 
for his Diſſolution 10 746, 771. Reflettion on the Immorta- 
lity of the Soul, &c. 10 782. Repulſory Speech to Eye u- 


tempting to conſolate him 10 866. Relents towards her lo 


937. Reply to her (accuſing her ſelf as the firft in Tranſyreſ- 
fon) 10 947. Anſwer (to her Reply adviſing to die by ther 
own Hand,) 10 1913, Reſolves the contrary, (Submiſſion to 
God's Will, and - ang 10 1028. Speech to Eve (en 
the Efficacy of Prayer, &c.)11 140. Hails her the Mother of Man- 
kind 11 158, Speech to her on the Omens precedang their Ex- 
pul ion ſrom Paradiſe 11 193. On the vicwef Michael epproach- 


ing 11 226. Behaviour on recerving the Meſſage 11 p62. 
Cpeec 


þ.m cu en, and reproach each other 9 1187. Hide themſelv,, 


Adam, 5% Diſcourſe with Eve on the Prohibition of 
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Speech to Michael thereon 11 295. Reſignation 11 370. 
Diſconrſe with Michael diſcovering to him in Viſion ' what 
ſbould happen in the World till the Flood 11 from 450, to 
$67, Diſconrſe with him, relating what ſhon!d' happen to the 
general Reſurrettion 12 from 6 to 5 51. General Reply to him, 
(Reſolutions of future Obedience, Dependance on God's Pre- 
videnee, &c.) 12 452. Vide Eve, Vide Michael, Vide Ra- 
phael, Vide Similies. 

Adonis (er Thammuz) 4 falPn Angel 1 446. | 

Adramalec and Aſmodai, fallen Angels wounded, and 
put to flight 6 365. : 

Air firſt Clouded on Adam's Fall 11 182. 

Alluſions, vide Similies. 

Amarant, 4 Flower tranſplanted from Paradiſe to Hea- 
ven 3 352. ; | | 'S 

Ambition cenſured 2 482. A Cauſe of Satan's Fall 486 

Angels ( Celeſtial) obey God of Choice, not Neceſſity 5 535. . 
ImbattePd againſt Satan and the fallin Angels 6 1 5. Their 
Anal, and March 5 56. Signal to engage, and Engagement 6. 
202. Prevail 6 366. Diſpoſition to reengage 6 524. Retreat & 
(97. Rally again and renew the Fight 6 634. Their Song g 
on the Creation 7 180, 252, 55", 602, On its Diſſolution 
and Renovation 10 641, Guardians of Paradiſe, their Pa- 
rale, Watches, &c. 4 778, 782, 861, %%. $ 287. Rea- 
ſcent to Heaven on Adam's Fall 11 17. Appointed to Ex- 
jel Adam, &c. from Paradiſe 11 127. Deſcent there 7 208 
Poſt aſſigned 8 220. March poſſeſſing it, and expelling him, 
&c. 12626. Vide God the Father, and Son, Vide Similies 
Guardians of Mankind 9 152. | 

Angels fallen, their after-State 1 50, 339. Numbers r 
331. 5 743. Names 1 374. Various purſuits, &c. 2 528. 
Loſs ſupply*d by Man's Creation 3 67. Imbattel d againſt 
the Angels Celeſtial 6 79. Engagement 6 202. Defeat 6 386 
Diſpoſition to re- engage 6 507. Their Artillery, --- Cannon, _ 
&c. 6 572. Prevail 6 597. Entire Defeat, and Expulſion 
from Heaven 6 from 831, to $77. Transformed to Serpents 
Io 519. Further puniſid with an Illuſion of the forbidden 
Fruit 10 547, Beth annually continued 10 37. vide Sa- 
tan, vide Similies. | 

Apoſtles, their Meſſion, &c. 12 439. Gift of the Holy 
Gif 12 497. Succeſſors (Wolves, falſe Teachers, &c.) de- 
ſcrilꝰd 12 308. 

Argument of the Poem 1 1. 9 1. af 

Ariel, Atrioc and Ramiel (fan Angels) vanquift'd ' 


369, £54 
Ark, 


1 DD 2. 
Ark, its building by Noah, deſerib'd 11 728. vide Noah 
Ark of the Covenant deſcribed 12 249. 
 Aſhtaroth and Baalim (fal*n Angels) 1 422. 
Aſhtoreth, or Aſtarte (4 fall n Ange!) 1 431. 
Author's Hymn on Conjugal Love 4 750. To light 3 1, 

Invocations I 6. 3 61. 7 1. 11 20. Reflection, in proſpect 

of Adam's, &c. Fall 2 380. On Satan's premeditated At- 

tempt 4 I. On Eve's parting with Adam preceding it g 

494: On their Nakedneſs after the Fall 9 1114. On hisown 

Blindneſs, &c. 3 22. 

Azazel (a falPn Angel) Satan's Standard-bearer 1 534. 


Baalim and Aſhtaroth (fall*n Angels) 1 422 

Babel, the City and Tower, built by Nimrod, &c. 12 38 
The Confuſion of Languages there deſcrib*d 12 48. 

Baptiſm, what the Sign of 12 442. 

Baptix d, the Holy Ghoſt given primittvely to all ſuch 12 497. 

Battel, &c. between the Celeſtial and Fall'n Angels, (God 
the Son concluding it) deſerib'd 6 from 101 to 877, vide 
Angels Cceleſtial and falln. 

Beaſts, part of the ſixth Days Creation, deſcribd 7 453. 

Belzebub (a falln Angel) 1 79. Deſcribed 2 299. Hit 
Anſwer to Satan's i Speech afier their Fall 1 128. To 
his Second 1 272. Speech in Council, calPd by Satan thereon 
2 310, Promotes an Attempt on the world 2 345. 

Belial (a falln Angel) 1 290. Deſcril'd 2 108. Hi 
Speech in Council, 2 119. To Satan on their Advantage 
gain'd in the reingagement with the Celeſtial Angels 6 620. 
Birds, part of the fifth Days Creation, Deſcril'd 7 417. 

Blaſts, an Effet of Adam's Fall, 10 692. 

Bridge from Hell Gates to the World over Chaos, the 


Werk, &c. deſcrib'd 10 293: 
| C: 


Cain and Abel, their Story related 11 429. 
Cham' Story 12 807. | 
Chance, the common Notron of it, exploded 2 909. 
Chaos deſcrib'd 2 890, 7 210. Its Court 2 959. 
ſer to Satan's Speech there 2 989. Bounds ſince the An- 
gels Fall, the Creation, &c. 2 998. State before it 5 577. 
A Bridge made over it from Hell- Gates to the World at A- 


dam's Fall, Io 282. vide Similies, . 
W Charity, 
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Charity, ts Praiſes, &c. 12 from 576. to 587. 

Chemos, or Peor (a falPn Angel) 1 406, 412. , 

Cherubim, Vide Angels Cœleſtial, Cc. Vide Similies. 

Church, Hirel mgs in it, compar'd tothe Devil in Paradiſi 

192. - 
1 Cocytus 4 River of Hell 2 579. 

Compariſons Vide Similies. | 

Conjugal Love, the Praiſes, &e. of it 4 750, Diſtinguiſh- 
od from an Amour 4 765. Conſiſts in Reaſon not Paſſion 8 
586. Defin'd 8 589. Expreſt (on the Woman's part) in 
Practice $ 50. In Words 12 615. A reciprocal Doty of it 
9-357. | | 

Conjugal Obedience, Woman's Happineſi, &c. 4 635. 

Conjugal Union, the Reaſon and Obligations of it 8 494, 

Conſcience, God: Umpire in Man 3 194. The Terrors of 
it 4 23. 10 $42. Laws to force it, cenſur d 12 515. No 
Infallibiltty againſt u 12 529. 
- Conſtellations, their Appearances, Motion, &c. 3 577. 

Creation, the Univerſal, deſcrib,d 3 708, 7 221. 
creatures Animal in Paradiſe, deſcribd 4 340. Have De- 
grees of Knowledge, and Reaſon 8 369. Their Diſcord, an 
Effe of Adam's Fall 10 707, Entry of Noah's Ark 11 
733. £93 $1.4 


D. 


Dagon (a faln A I 457: | 

— the — their Torments deſcrib'd 2 596. 

David, his Throne why. Eternal 12 320. | 

Day and Night in Heav'n, deſcrib'd 6 4. 

Death and Sin, therr Station at Hell Gates before Adam's 
Fall 2 648. Their Union 10 249. Make « Bridge from thenes 
wer Chaos te the World, after it 10 282. Meet Satan in 
his return to Hell from thence 10 326. Their Journey thither, 
and Influences deſcribd 10 410. Arrival at Paradiſe 10 58g 
Aſier- Condubt in the World 10 610. Vide Similies. 

Death deſcritd 2 666. Anſwer to Satan at Hell Gates 
2 688. The Son of Satan and Sin 2 727. [ts Birth 2 779, 
Anſwer to Sin on Adam's Fall 10 264. To Sin's Speech 
in Paradiſe 10 596, Vide Similies. 

Death Natural, the Cauſes, end Variety of it, deſcribed 11 
from 466 to 493. More terrible in View than Reality 11 469. 
Of the Faithful, a Sleep to Immortality 13 from 42 5.10 434 
The Gate of Life 12 571. | | 

| "68 * Death 


INDEX 
Death Eternal confidered To %. 
Deluge Univerſal Vide Noah. Sa 
Deſpair, the Degrees and Colowrs of it 4 1of. 
Deva, why Eternally excluded from Grace 3 119, 
Diſcord cenſured 2 496. Daughter of Sin, &c. 10 o7, 
Dominion abſolute in Man, vver Men, an Uſurpation 12 60 
Dreams Illuſive, & e. their Source 4 799. Natural 5 116, 

Devine 12 611. a 


Eagle, 4 Bird of Prey, an Effet of Adam's Fall 11 145. 

Eurth and Heaven Vide Heaven and Earth, 

Earth, its General Creation deſeriÞd 3 715, 9 231. The 
Shadow of Heaven 5 574. Separated from tht Waters, patt 
of the third Day*s Cremion, 4 7 276. The Fruits of 
, &c. 7 313. its Motion, or of the Heavens Speculation 
thereon cenſur d 8 70. Its Praiſts 9 99. The Centre of the 
Creation yy 107 ion by Noah's Flood deſerit'd 9 943. 
—.— after it 12 852. An aniverſal Paradiſe at the 

's coming to Judgment 12 463, Vide World. 

Eden, the Country bounded 4 216, 

Eden, tbe Garden of it Vide Paradiſe. 

Egypt» the Plagues of it deſerild 12 173 

Election aſſerted 3 183. 

Elements, & c. ſubſiſt on each other 11 415. 

Enoch, his Story and Tranſlation 11 664, 700. 

Eve and Adam Vide Adam nd Eve. Vid Innocence 
Vid- Similies. | | 

Eve — deſeriÞd, 8 &c. 4 711. 
5 379, 8 470, 482, 546, 558. 5 386, 431, 457, 4%, 
ee eee 

bitton of the © 4 440. Recounts 

yr View of the Creation, Adam, Cc. 4 125 Anſwer 
vs him at Night 4 635. To him waking her (relates her 
Dream the Subjeft of Satan's j lav Temptation) 5 11 
Weeping deſerid 5 129. attending the Entertainment of 
Raphael 5 443. Her Formation from Adam 8 460. Be- 
hawvienr on View of him, &c. 8 yoo, Diſtourſt a 
preceding the Temptation ( ſhe prevailing on her own 1 
ency, and his Fondneſs) 7 — 205 to 384. anſwer to Sa- 
ran {in the —_—y $52. The Diſcourſe (Satan tempting 
ber to rat the forbidden Fruit) 9 732. Soliloquy before her 
vating n 9'745, Phecks and Eats y 780. Soliloquy after u 
9 785. Reſolmiien te reps Adam 9 $30, Speech —— 

| 41 


INDEX. 


Place, 


ted by him to Carnal 
1035. The 
(accuſing hey 44 the 


nd 11 162. Soliloquy, lamenting. 


Paradiſe 11 268, Speechto. him 
on 


en quitting is (Affection, C en and. Cunſola- 
nien on the Promiſi of the Iz 610. Vids Adam; 
Vide —— 

Evening 4. 598. i 

Evil, in thought ; „ Wameleſt 5. 117% 
Experience «= 6 Guideta Wiſdam 9 $07. 


| F, | 
1 wneceſſary Endeavours te approve it, Suſpicious 9? 


Faith in Chrift, with Works, Eternal Life 12. 420. Laws 
te force it cenſur d 12 515. No Infallibility againſt it. 12, 529, 
Fancy ( Faculty of the Sol) its Office 5 100, The Exe. 
of the Hemd $ 460. 
| Fame, (or Glory) the common Notion of it cenſur d II 688. 
Fate, the Will of God 7 170, 
22 of which Adam, Eve, Cc. made Aprens, de- 
91101. 
Firmament, the Second. Day's Creation, deſeribd 7 261. 
Fiſh, part of the fifth Day's Creation, deſcrib'd 7 391. 
ing Sword in Paradiſt on Adam's, &c. 


Flamin ö 
thence 228 4 12 632. Vide Similies. 

Flood Univerſal Vids Noah. 

Freedom, with the loſs of it, Virtue, &c. degenerates 11 797, 

Free Grace af], 3.173. Defin'd 3 227. 

Free- Mill aſſerted 3 95. $ 235, $20, & 635, 3 350. 
10 43, Reaſon the: ſame 3 10k, 9 350. The Image of God 
$ 440. 

Froxtion , the Paſſer of it c 8 $79 

C 2 


IN P E X. 


G. 


Gabriel, (the Archangel) chief of the Guardian Angel 
of Paradiſe) his Station, &. deſeribd 4 443. Inform'4 
by Uriel of Satan's Deſcent there 4 561. Undertakes to de- 
tect him 4 576. His charge to Uzziel, Ithuriel, and Ze- 
phon (three other of the Guardian Angels) thereon. 4 782. 
Speech vo them, &c. on their taking, and return with him 
4 866, To Satan thereon 4 877. Reply to his anſwer 4 
Soz. To another 4 946. To another 4 1006, appointed one 
of the Chiefs of the Caleftial Army againſt the revolied An- 
gels 6 45. His Proweſs, &. in the Battel 6 354. 

Glory (or Famc) the common Notion of it cenſured 11 688, 

GOD the FATHER, contemplating his Works, &c, 
3 56. Speech to God the Son, on Satan's Deſign on the Cre- 
ation, Man, &c. 3 $0. Reply to his anſwer 3 168. Pro- 
poſes the manner, &c. of faln Men's ——_— 3. 203, 
anſwer to the Son undertakgng it 3 274. Decrees his Bodily 
Reſurrettion 4s God and Man 3 303. His the Father's Aiti- 
butes, &c. 3 372. Viſibly ſeen in the Son 3 383. 6 680. 
Charge to Raphael to warn Adam againſt his Fall 5 224, 
Speech to the whole Caleſtial Hierarchy conven*d at the In- 
augurat ion of God the Son 5 60. To the Son on Satan“ 
8c. Revolt thereon 5 719. Army againſt the Revolters de- 
Jerib'd C 15. Speech to Abdiel, on his quitting their Party 
6 29, appoints Michael and Gabriel Chiefs of the Celefti- 
al Army 6 44. Bartel, & c. between them and the Revol- 
ters, deſeri4 6 from 202 to 670. — God the Son to 
end it 6 680. Chariot (the Father's) deſcrib'd 6 7 49, Speech is 
the Son, reſolving the Creation of the World 7 139. Commit: 
the Work to him 7 163. His (the Father's) Ommipre- 
ſence 7 168. 5$8. Goodneſ;, Free 75 170. Will, Fate 7 
173. Iaſtitut ion of the Sabbath (by God the Father and Son) 
the Seventh afier the Six Days of the Creation 7 581. The 
Solemnity of it deſerit*d 7 594, Speech (the Father's) on 
the Guardian Angels return from Paradiſe upon Adam':, 
&c. Fall 10 34, appoints the Son Fudge of it 10 55, 
Speech to the Caleſtials on Sin and Death*s entrance into the 
World thereby To 614. Promiſe of their Diſſolution, and 
Renovation of Heaven and Earth 10 633. Charge to the 
«Angels touching, the Changes in the Creation on the Fall 10 
649. Anſwer to the Son's Interceſſion on Adam's Repentance 
11 45. Speech to the Caleftials, conven d at his Decreeing his 
Expulſion from Paradiſe 11 $4. To Michael thereon 2 25 


GOD the SON, at the right Hand of the Father 3. 62 
His (the Father's) Eſſence, &c. 3. 138. His Word, &c. 
. 169, 7. 163. Anſwer to him on Satan's Deſign on the 

ion, Man, &c. 3. 144. On his propoſing the manner 
&c, of Man's Redemption 3, 227, Undenakss it 3. 236. 
Love to Man, and Filial Obedience 3, 266, The Second A- 
dam 3. 285, His Merits alone imputative to Man 3. 290 
12+ 406. His reſurrection, as God and Man, Decreed 3. 3e3 
+ Equal to the Father 3. 305, His (the Son's Attributes 3. 
383, Anſwer to the Father on Satan's, &c. Revolt 6, 733. 
The Image of the Father 3, 383. 6. 680 736. The Me 
6, 718, $81, Anſwer to the Father, appointing him to end 
the Battle between the Celeſtial and Revolted Angels 6 723, 
Undertakes it 6. 739. His Armour, Equipage, &c. de- 
ſcrib d 6. 760. Speech to the Caleſtial Army 6. $00. Sole- 
ly attacks the Revolters 6, $24, Intirely Defeats them 6. 
238. The Action and Defeat deſcrib d 6. from 631. to $77 
Returns in Triumph 6. $78, Hrs Perſon, Equipage, &c. in 
the Work of the Creation deſcrib'd 7. 192. Reaſcent to Hea- 
ven after it 7. 550. Inſtitut ion of the Sabbath (by God the 
Father, and Son) te Seventh after the Six Days Creation 
7. 3817. The Solemnity of it deſcrib'd 7. $94: Anſwer (the 
Son's) 10 Adam on his Solitude in Paradiſe 8 369. To his 
Reply 8 398, To another promiſes him a Conſort 9 437. 
Appointed by the Father Fudge of Adam's Tranſgreſſion 
— 10 $5. All Fudgment commited to him 10 56, The 
cy of tt Io 58. Anſwer to the Father thereon 10 68, 

Deſcent to Eden 10 85. Call to Adam there 10 103. Reply 
jo hrs Anſwer (accuſing Eve) 10 119, To his Reply Is 
144. To Eve (accuſing the Serpent) Jo 157. Sentence 
nounced by him on the Serpent 10 163. 175. Explained 10 
182, on Eve 10 192. On Adam 10 197. Cloaths them with 
Ans, &c. 102 11. Reaſcent to the Father, and Interceſſion 
for them Ie. 224. The Fuſtice of his Sentence 10 754, His 
Interceſſion on their Repentance 11, 22. Vide Meſſiah. 
' GOD, Purity of Adoration more acceptable to him, than 
Ritual 4 736, All good proceeds from, and returns to him 
5 469. To be comemplated in the Works of the Creation 5 
os. Act immediate 7 176. The Centre of Heav'n 9 107. 
His abſolute Decrees 11 311. Ommnipreſence, Goodneſi, &. 
II 335. The fear of him, &c. with loſs of Freedom, dege- 
nerates 11 797. Particular Preſence 12, 48. To obey, love, 
depend on his Providence, & c. the Sum of Knowledge 12 
557. And Wiſdom 12 575. Goſpel hew to be underſtood 2 


11 
1 Grace 


IN PEX. 


Grace of God, Man its Objef#, and Devils eternally excluded 
from u, why 3. 129. Man's long reſiflance of it alone ex- 
cluſrve 3 198. Repentance 4 Fruit of it 1T 22. The Spirits 
of it, and Liberty, Conſorts 12 525. © 

Gratitude exerted, 4 Diſcharge of its Debt 4 55. 

Gmnpowder, Guns, &c. the Original Invention aſeyib'd 
te the Devil 6 478. 484. Diſcharge deſcri'd 6 534. 


Heaven and Farth, therr final Renovation by Five 11 $98 
12 54”. Afrer- Happineſs therein 12 463. $49. Heaven the 
Joys, &e. of it Ae 3 344. Its Gate 3 Fol. $ 253. 
Paſſage from thence to the World 3 526. Its General Cyeati- 
en 3 716, Viſible, the Study of it how neceſſary 9 66. 
Speculations of its Motions, or the Earth's, cenſured 8 70 
Heu ſituated, Reſpeting the World and Hell 10 320. 
—— Go, 228. 2 587, 618. N Gates 2 645. 

r opened in 2 $71. How fitnated, veſpelt 
vor, and the World 16 322. Vide Similies. * 

Hierarchies of Heavn befare the NV of the ſall's An- 
gls deſeri*d, 5 579 

Hinnom, the Valley of, whence called Tophet, and Ge- 
henna. 1 399. 

HOLT-G HOST, its Efſuſton, &c. at the Creation 7 
195, Deſcent, & c. on the Apoſtles, and all Baptiz'd 12 
485. Promifd and given alike to all Beleevers 12 518. 

Hoſpitality, an Incisation to it 5 316. 

Hymn to Light 3 1. To God the Faber and Son 3 37:, 
On Conjugal Love 4 750, On the Creation 7 190 252 $57. 
402. 

Hypocriſy Viſible ta God alone 3 682. 

My poerites, Satan the firſt 4 121. Pretenders to Superna- 


L 


Ilalatry, the Original Riß of it afſign'd. 1 364 Of th 
Paſl-Dilwvian World 12 115. 
Fealawſy, the Lover's Hell 5, 449+ 
Dumortality of the Soul diſenſs'd 10 782. | 
Innacence, the State of it deſcri d 4 312, 492. 738- 5 
11 303, 2 40, 3510. 
b Intollodinal Beings, 4 Faculty of them 2 146. 
Invocations, the Author's 1 6. 3 31. 7 1. 11 20 


Jove (4 falPn Ange!) 1 512. 23 


. 5 


INDE X. 


Iſraelites, the Story of their Bondage, and Deliverance 
from Egypt, related 12 163. Of the Settlement of their 
Civil acred Oeconomy in the Wilderneſs 12 223. Effa- 
bliſhment in Canaan 12 260. Reaſon, Uſe, &c. of their 
Ritual Laws 12 280. Government by Judges, and Kings 
11 315. Captivity in Babylon 12. 335. Return from thence 

Defſemtions, &c. to the Birth of the Meſſeatr, &cc. 12 
345 % 359. | | 

Iſis (4 falPn Angel) 1 478. 

Ithuriel ( guardian Angel of Paradiſe) 4788. Das. 
Saat firſt Arterwpr on Eve there 4 810. 


K. 


Kyowladge of Geod and Evily the Tree of it, how fe- 
ted 4 — 626, Deſcrib'd 9 575. Forbidden ro Adam 
7 542, 8 323. Satan's Encomiuns of it 9 679. Eve's 9 
7 


95, $63. 
eu (er Opinion) the e of Neaſen and Fancy 
5 100. Without Reſtraint, Folly 7 126. f 158. 12 $60 
Of Things neceſſary, Wiſdom 8 192. * 
Kyowledge of future Events, the deſire of it Reprehended 
It 776, {ts Sum, the Love, Fear, &c. of Ged 12 $57. 
In animal Creatures aſſerted $ 369. Vide Similies, 
L. | 
Lethe, 4 River of Hell, deſcribd 2 582, Meduſa, the 
Guard of it 2 610. 3 
Leviathan deſcri/d 1 201. 
Liberty, with the Loſs of it, Viriue, &c, degenerates tx 
797. Adam*s Fall, the firſt Cauſe of it 22 82. | 
Liberty, the ſame with Reaſon 12, $3. 
Life, the Tree of ut deſcribed 4 213. Where ſituated 9 69. 
Life long, by Temperance 11 530. The great Rule of a 
reſpeFing it ſelf 11 $53, 
Light, Hymm to it 3 1. The firſt Day's Creation, 4 
ſaid 7 243. 
Lightning how produced 10 1073. 
Limbo, or Fools Paradiſe, where 3 495. | 
Lien a Beaft of Prey, an Effet of Adam's Fall It 167. 
Love Conjugal, its Praiſes 4 750. Diſtinguiſtd from that 
of an Amour 4 763, Love conſiſts in Reaſon, not Paſſion 
U 586. Defw's 8 589. In Spirits Caleſtial, the Expreſſion 
of it, what, and how $ 620. Smiles, the Feed of Love 
239, Founded in Reaſon, one end of Human Life 9 241. 
rs Lucifer, 


* 


41 N AEX. 
Lucifer, Satan, why ſo called 10. 425. Vide Satan. 


Luſt Carnal, the firſt Eſſeftof Adam's, &c. Fall 9 Lot! 
The Solace of it 9 1042. 


Mammon (4 faln Ange!) 1 678, His Speech in the 
Council calld by Satan after their Fall 2 219. f 

Man falln the Object of Grace; why 3 130. Hu low 
. Reſiſtance of it alone excluſive 3 198. Redemption propoi'd 
by God the Father 3 203. Undertaken by God the Son 3 
227. The Son's Merits alone impmtative to him, toward: it 
how 3 290. 

Man Created to repair the Loſs of the faln Angels y 
143. Hrs Creation (part of the ſixth Day's) deſcribed 7 524 
Dominion over the reſt 5 530. Love to Woman, how con- 

"fiftemt with his Supertority 8 567, The whole Creation in 
little 9 Io. Angels his Guardians 9 154. His Superiority 
ver the Woman given him by God to 145, 195. Purſ- 
ing his Appetites, drsfigures not God's Image, but his own 
It Fls, Conformity to the Divine Will, the true End of hi: 

Creation Il 603. Abſolute Dominion over his Brethrin 

(Ain) an Uſurpation 12 64. Given him by God only over 
the Ereatures 12 67. . 

Matches Conjugal, the Modern cenſur d # 57. Reſpecting 
the Woman particularly 10' $88. 

Meduſa the Guard of Lethe 2 610. 

Mercy, God's firſt and laſt Attribute 3 132. 

Meſſiah promiſed 10 181, The Promiſe Explained 10 18:. 

T2 386. His Birth, &c. and Kingdom deſeribed 12 359. 
"Why called the Seed of the Woman 12 376. Life, and Paſ- 
fron 12 388. Reſurreftion, and Miſſion of the Apoſtles 1: 
420, Aſcenſion, &c. 12 451. Coming to Judgment, &c. 
12 458, 543. y . 

Michael (the Archange!) appointed one of the Chiefs of 
the Celeſtial Army againſt the revolted Angels 6 44. Hi 

" Proweſs, &c. in the Battle 6 253, Speech to Satan encoun- 
tring him 6 262. The Combate deſcribed 6 296, Mond. 
Satan 6 320. The Revolters defeated, incamps on the Field 
of Battle 6 410. Prepares to expel Adam, &c. from Pa- 
radiſe 11 126. His Appearance, &c, there deſcribed 11 
238. Speech to Adam thereon 11 251. ly to Eve l- 

menting the threatned Expulſion 11 286. To Adam en the 
SubjefF 11 334. Diſcovers to him (in Viſion) wht 
ald happen to the time of the Flood 11 from 423. 10 867. 


The Story of Cain and Abel 11 429. Death with its 
: cauſci 


IN D EX 


Fauſes, and Variety 11 466, The State of the Ante- 
dilwvian World (in commu) 11 556. The State of 
it (Civil, or in Propriety) 11 63 8. The Story of Enoch 11 
664. Of Noah It 706. The Flood It 738. God's C- 
nat to deſtroy. the World no mort by Water 11 $90 D 
covers to him (Relatively) whit Thould happen from 'the 
Flad to the general Reſurrect ion 12 from 6, ta 551. The Patriaro 
chal Government 12 13. Nimrod? Tyranny 12 24. The 
Buildings and Confuſion, as Babel 12 , 38; Thi 'Story ef 
Cham 12 101. Of Abraham and The Patriarch 12 Trg, 
of the Iſtgelites Rendage in Ægypt, and Deliveranicethente 
12 163, Of the Settlement of their Cruil, and Secrit Otho- 
nom, in the Wilderneſs, and Eſtabliſhment in Canan 1 
223. Of their various Ritual Laws, their Reaſon, Uſe," &. 
12 260. Of their Government by Tudger and Kings Iz 315. 
of thetr Captivity in Babylon 12 335- Of th Nera 
from thence, aſter-Diſſent ions, the and Ningdom of 
the Meſſiah 12 from 345, to 371. Of his Life, Paſſon, 
Reſurretion, Miſſion of the Apoſtles, Aſcenſion, & c. 12 
ſum 388, to 465. Of the Miſſion of the Holy Ghoſt, Gife 
Tenguss, Miriclety & e. 1 from 1485, to 504: Of. the 
Apoſtles Snereſſors (falſe. Tecehers, &.. their Ambition, 
Imovations, & c. the Efſets of them, and tbe A 
ming to ad 224 from 5074, 10-5 52, Hit Anſwer 10 
Adini's' Refs werbnd ef future Obedience, &c. commendi, 
adviſes hm, ad urn him to qui Paradiſe I2 $575. 
ludr him and Eve t Iz 637. Vide Sinkilies. 

Mind, the fort of it 1 254. Diſcourſe its Food 9 237. 
Moloch (4 falPn Angel) 1 1392. His Speech, in the * 
(uncil calPd by Satan after their Fall '2, 51. Defies' Ga- 
briel in the Battle between the Celeſtial and Revolitd” An- 
ws 6 357, Is wounded by him, and flies 6 360. 

Moon, ſuppoſed inhabited by Tranſlated Saints and mid- 
4% Spirits: 3 419. {ts Office. 3.726, wr Mrs wn 
6:6, The Spots in it, Vapoursr not yet conſol:#atex wii "its 
bad g 418. Part of the faurth Day's Creation 7 3556. R- 
def its Light, from the Sun 7, 3 75. Mot ion, Aspect y 
379; | | 
Mom. and Stars, their Courſes, Influences, & c. 4 66. 
Ihen, and Planeta their noxious Motion, © Aſpetts &. 
u efet-of Adam's Fall 10 636. Bo. 1 | 
Mrning in Heaven deſcribed 6 1 20. 

Monnzug\ natural, deſcribed 11 192, 11 133. 

Moſes and. Aaron their Miſſion to Egypt 12 170. ' 
Mulciber (a fall'n Angtt) 1 74. "Os? 

D d N 


IN D E KX. 


N. 


Night in Heavin, deſcribed 5 642. 
Night and Day in Heaven, deſcribed 6 4. 


- Night natural deſcribed 4 604. 776. 5 38. 9 48. 


Adam's Fall 10 $46. 


Nimrod (the firſt Monarch) his Tyranny deſcribed, and 


eemſured 12, 


24. 
Niſroc, (a falln Ange!) His Anſwer to Satan in 


council after their Defeat by the Caleſtial Angels 6 451. 


Noah, his „ pg of the Antediluvian World 11 
719, $08. Building the Ark, &c. 11 728. Entring u, 
uuth his Family, the Creatures, &c, 11 733. The Flo 
deſcribed 11 738, 824. Its abatement, the Ark's reſting, 
&c. 11 $41. His Deſcent from it, the Appearance of the 


Rainbow, &e. 11 $61. 
Noon deſcribed 5 300. 


- ©, 


Obedience Conjugal,; Woman's Happineſs, & c. 4 63s. Vi 


Will, net Neceſſuty, only acceptable ro God 5 529, 
Old Age deſcribed II 535. 
Omens of Adam's Expul ſion from Paradiſe 11 182. 


Opinion (or Knowledge) Vide Knowledge or Opinion 


- Orbs Celeſtial, and Terreſtial, Notions about their Motion 
Appearance, &c. doubt ful, and not neceſſary to the Improve- 
ment of Happineſi, & c. 8 from 70, to 178. 

Orus ( falPn Angel) 1 478. 
Oſyris (another) ibi 


FP; 


Pandzmonium (the Court of Hell deſeribed 1 710, Vi 
de Similies. 

Paradiſe (or the Garden of Eden) deſcribed 4 131. 214 
5 291. 7 $37. 8 304. 9 439. The Eaſtern Gate of it 4 
542, Guarded by Gabriel 4 549. The Bower of Adam 
and Eve there 4 690. The Parade, Watches, &c. of the 
Guardian Angels in Paradiſe 4 778 782 861, 977 The 
Hill there, from whence Michael diſcovers to Adam 1 
- Viſcon, what ſhould happen to the time of the Flood 11 377. 
Adam and Eve's Expulſion from Paradiſe deſcribed 12 625. 
The flaming Sword, &c, guarding the Eaſt Gate of u 1: 


632. 


* 
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IN D E KX. 


632. The Seat of it daſtreyed by Noah's Flood 11 $29- 
Vide Similies. 

Paſſions inordinate, an eſſact of Adam's Fall 9 1120. 

Patriarchal Government, from the Flood, to Nimrod's 
Tyranny 12 13. 

Patriarchs ( Abraham's, &c.) their Story related 12 113. 

Peace, the Corruptions of it equal to the Waſtes of War. 
11 783, 

'Feor or Chemos (a falln Angel) 1 412. 

Perſecution in matters, Spiritual, the Riſe of it 12 from 
zog to 533. Its Effect. 12 538. 

Phlegeton 1 — of Hell) 2 580. 

Plagues of Egypt deſcrib'd 12 173. 

Planets and Moon their noxious Motion, Aſpetts, &c. an 
efeft of Adam's Fall 10 656. | 

Pleaſure Senſual, cenſured 11 603, 

Poles North and South, perpetual Day wnder both, but for 
Adam's Fall 10 668, 680. 

Prayer the Efficacy of its Spirit 11 5. 14, 146. Una- 
vailabls againſt God's abſolute Deerees 11 311. 

Predeſtination deſin d 3 111. 

Priefts occaſion the firſt Diſſent ion in the Fewiſh Church 
and State 12 353. 

Proſopopzia, on Eve's eating the forbidden Fruit 9 782. 
0» Adam's Fall 9 1000 | 


R. 


Rainbow, its firſt appearance aſter Noa: Flood 11 
$65. Sign of God's Covenant to deſtroy the World no more 
by Water 11 89s. 

Ramiel, Ariel, and Arioc (falPn Angels) Vangquiſhed 


6 369. 

Raphael (the Angel) his deſcent to Paradiſe to warn 
Adam againſt his Fall 5 247, His Perſon deſcrib'd 5 276. 
Anſwer to Adam's Invitation to his Bower, and Enter- 
lainment there 5 371, 404. Salutat ion of Eve 5 388. 
Diſcourſe with Adam on various Subjects 5, 468, to 8 
6 1. On the Perfeftion, Variety, and Gradual Oeconomy of 
the Creation 5 from 468, te 503. On Obedience 41 4 Duty 
of Choice, not Neceſſity 5 from 520 to 543, On the Revolt 
and Defeat of the falln Angels 5 from 577 to 897. 
warns him againſt Satan's Temptations 6 $93. Vanquiſhes 
Aimadai, and puts him to flight 6 363. On the Creation, 
c. 7 from 111 to 640. On the Motion, Appearances and 
Influences of the Caleflial and Terreſtial Bodies 8 from 15 to 178, 
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I. N DE X. 
(Rep!7710 Adam's accom af himſelf on hig Cation, & e 
$ 560, 
| Reply te his, Qughzan. concerning, Love, and the Expreſſion 
Hui im: Spirits C 8,640. Adwice te. Adam at parting 
and Res tent to Heaven 8 630. Vide Similies. , 
Aalen, and. Frarmill, the ſame 4.95, 108. 9 350, The 
af; Faculty of the: Soul 6 100+ , The being of the Soul, 
Diſcurſive of Men, Intuitive of Angels 5 486. In animal 
creatures 8 369. The Lawnof Nature 9 653. Correlative 
with, Liberty 12183; with, Virtue 12 97. 

Redemption of Man, propos d by, God the Father 3 203, 
Undertaken by God the, Cen 3 227. 

Repentance the Grace of God 3 185. Sincere Endeavour. 
towards it accprabls 3 II. An Ad ef it Io 1086. Its 
Efficacy 11 22. ; | 

Reprobation, the St ate af it 3 188. 
Remes, hurt ef the fut Day's Creation daſcrib d 7 475. 

evolt, and Defeat of the fall'n Angels 5 5977 10 6 692 
R (4 ſallin Angel) 1 467. 18 


S. 


Sabbath, its inflitution, the ſeventh, after the ſix Da)": 
Creation 781. The ſolemnity of it deſeribed 7 594. 

Salvation, not only to the Sons of Abraham's Loins, 
but his Faith 12 449. | 

Satan (the Prince of the fall'n Angels) his Fall from 
Heaven 1 34. Why ſo called 1 81, 5 657. Speech to Bel- 
zebub after their Full f 84. Repliy-to BElzebub's Anſwer 
1 157. Aſcent from Hell 1 19. His. Stature, Looks, &c. 
deſcrib'd 1 193. 4 985, $ 706, Speech to Belaebub there- 
en 1 34. Hitz Shield 'deſerib'd 11.284. Bis Spear 1 292. 
Speech to the other faln Angels 1 315. His Standard di- 
ferid T ft. Speech to. the falP# Angels neimbane'd 1 
622; Calls. ar cuuncil 1 75. Speechto them in Council 2 11, 
Undett akgr.anwAtterpt on the Warld (the Reſult of it 2) 
430 2 465% Aſcent to the Gate ef Hell 2 629. Speechto 
Death them 3 681. The Father ef Sin and Death 2 727. 
anſwer to) Sins Speech. 2 7% To: her Reply 2 817. 
Fleght unto. Chr 2 917, Arrival at the Court of Chans 2 
953; "Speech there: 22968, Breagbt Sin and Death firſt into 
the Worlt 0. Aſcent ta Ligbt, Nc. 2 1034. Aigle 
en the Convex of the World's omtterwoſh. Orv 3. 418. View 
f the World from. the: firſt: Step. te Heav'n Gate 3 
Deſcent to": 38 deſcrild 3 1561+) Steps at the Sun 1 
Diſtovers Uriel, the dngel ef a, tber 3 621. 


* 


forms 


=> IT HE>SS»RrRSE DS = 


1 
ö 
L 
e 


. 
2 


IN D E X. 
amt himſolſ to 4 Sherub 3 634. Speech to Uriel 3 654 
Darcives hm 3 631. 1s directed by him 10, the Ward 
and Paradiſe 3 733. Alge: en. the, Mount Nipha- 
tes 3 739. Soliloquy cantemplat ing the Sun 4 32. The 


firſt | Hypocrite 4 I21. Arrives at Paradiſe 4 131. Sits 


an the Tree of Life 4 194. Saliloguy on View of Adam. 
and Eve in Paradiſe 4.358. Dejſcends. from the Tree of. 
Life, and aſſumes ſeveral Animal Shapes 4 395. Liftens 
1% Adam's Diſcourſe, with Eve, en God*s. Prohibition of the 
Tuff Knowledge 4 408. Soliloquy on the Subject of it 4 05. 
Teſolves thence to tempt them to Diſobedzence 4. 512. F 
aenpe, in the aſſumed Shape of 4 Toad, on Eve aſleep 4 


thereon 4 $274 Reply. te their Anſwer 4 851. Aer to, 
Gabziel 4 886. Reply to his Anſwer 4 925, Te ano- 
ther 4 968. The Inauguration of God the Son, the Occaſion 
if his Revolt 5 657. Speech te the next ſubordinate Angel of his 
Party thereon 5 673. The ſeat of his Hierarchy beſore his Fall, de- 
ſad 5756, Speech tothe Angels of his Hierarthythereon57 72. 
I-ply to AbdicÞs Anſwer, en his Speech to the Hicrarch of his. 
tany g $53. His Army deſcribd 679. His Port, and Poff 
thre 6 99. Anſwer to Abdiels Reply 6 150. Battel be- 
ween his. and the. Caleftial Army deſcril'd from 6 205. 
v 185, Hi Praweſs in the Battel 6 246, Encounters Mi- 
chael 6, 25 3- Anſwer to Michael's Speech thereon . 6-281. 
ſue Combat deſcril*d. 6 296. Wapnded by bim 6 320. Car- 
ud off 6. 336. His Army defeated 386. Retreats and calls 
(Commer 6 474. Speech. in - Conpeil, 6 418. Reply to Niſ- 
we there 6 469. Groes the Word for renewing the | Baticl. 
6 $38.) Renew'd by his army, and the ſecond Battel at 
gd 6 569. 6. 670. Speech en the Caleſtial Army's re- 
nat. 6 608,, His Army's intire Defeat and Expulſion from 
Hleavn deſerib!d from 6 831. te $77, Returns, from (um- 
taſſng the Earth, to Paradiſe by Night, in a Miſt, in order 
0 bis Temptation 9 57, His. Circuit, &c. deſcrib'd 9 62, 
doliloguy, thereon 9 99. Enters the Serpent 9 182. View 
n that Shape) ef Eve 9 424. Soliloquy thereon 9 473. 
behaviour to her 9 523. Speech to ber 9 $32. Reply to ber 
Anſwer 9 567. The Diſcourſe (is Temptation of Eve t» 
Ed the Forbidden, Frun) continued; 9. 732. Leaves her af- 
kr eating it 9 784. His ; Sentenge thereon. (virtually) pro- 
wunced by God the Son 10 171. Returns to; Hell to avoid 
u Preſence in Paradiſe 10 337; Meets Sin and Death up- 
i" thiagnfourney to the World en Adam's, &c. Fall An- 
[weriggts Sin*s Speech 1e 333. Parts with them 10 410. 
4ſcends he Throne. at Pandæmonium 10 243. Speech 79 

the 


799. Anſwer te Ithutiel and Ze phon, reyreſent ing hi 


IN D EX. 


the fall'n Angels aſſembled there To 459. Applauded ui, 
an Hiſs 10 504. He and they Transformed to Serpents 10 
510. Further puniſt®d with an Illaſion of the Forbidden 
Fruit 10 $49. Both annually + continued 10 $75, Hm 
ſelf (the Serpent) drag d in Chains at the Aſcenſion of the 
Meſſiah 12 453. Diſſolution (with the World) at his @- 
ming to Judgment 12 545, Vide Similies. 

Satan (a falPn Angel) 1 512. 

Scriprures how to be wnderſtood 12 511. 

Seafons their Changes, reſpecting each Clime, an effett «f 
Adam'3 Fall 16 677. | 

Serpent deſcrib d 9 182. Aſter ent er d by Satan 9 45;. 
His Sentence (formerly) pronounc d by God the Son, as the 
#ſſum'd Tempter of Eve 10 163. 10 175 Vide Similies, 

 Sigeral Blaſts, &. an effe# of Adam's Fall 10 690. 


SIMILIES, 


Adam and Eve, after their Fall---to the Americans, 
4 firſt ſeen by Columbus 9 1115. Their Repentance---- 
ro Deucalion and Pyrrha's Addreſs to reſtore Humas 
Race after their Flood 11 3. 

Adam careſſing Eve---!0 Jupiter with Juno (A. 

wer,) 4 499, His Addreſs to her Sleeping---to Zephy- 

breathing on Flora 5 15. Bower---to Pomona's Ar- 
tour 5. 377. Deſires to know the Story of the Creatin, 
Prior to his own-=-to Thirſt wnallay*d, increaſing 7 66. 4 
wak'd after carnal fruition, the firſt eſſect of his Fall--4 
Sampſon Shorn by Dalilah 9 1059. Sorrow on the Vi. 
en of Noah's Flood---to 4 Father: Mourning his Child 
all deſtroy'd in his View at once 11 760. 

Angels Celeſtial, the Spears (of the Guardians of Para- 
Aiſc)---to Ears of Corn ripe for Reaping 4 980, They 
March againſt Satan's Army- te that of the Birds in Pa- 
radiſe to receive their Names from Adam 6 72, Their Hal- 
lelwjahi---to the Sound of Seas 10 642. ( Appointed to er- 
el Adam, &c. from Paradiſe)---their Faces to 4 dowble 
Janus (four) 11 128 Their Eyes---to thoſe of Argus I! 
129. Their Appearance there---to the Angels app caring ie 
Jacob n Mahanaim 11 213. --- To thoſe in Dothan 
azainlt the King of Aſſyria 11 216. Their Motion a 
Evening Miſt 12 628. + 

Angels falPn (or Infernal) to Autumnal Leaves 1 302. 
»*-To floating Sea-Sedge afler a Storm 1 304. Rewſing 4 
Satan's Command-=-to Centinels waking from Sleep on Du" 
I 351, Imbaitling againſt the Angels Caleſtial---to — 
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gyptian Plague ef Locuſts---To the Irruptions of the Ner- 
thers Barbarians 1 351. Their Diſpoſition to Engage- 
ts that of the Heroes of Antiquityt 549. With tha the 
greateſt Armies in all Ages face the Creation,---Pigmies 1 
$73. Themſelves--to Oaks , or Pines blaſted 1 612, Their Starch 
ing, &c. for the Materials of Pandzmonium---to Pioneers 
lurenching, &c. 1 675, Their manner of raiſing it te 
the Wind of an Organ 1 705, Aſſembling thereat---to Bets 
1768, --- To Pignies I 780, --- To Fairies 1 781. 
Ther Applauſe of Mammon' Speech in Comntil--- to the 
Hollow Wind afier a Storm 2 285. Their riſing from 
(auncil=--to thunder afar off 2 476. Their Pleaſure on the 
eſult--t6 the Evening Sun after a foul Day 2 489; Their 
ervarious purſuits, Paſſions, &c, —- to the Olympick, 
„ Pythian Games--- 2 530 To the Phenomena of Armies 
im the Cleuds 2 53 3---To Hercules on Octa 2 543. Their 
Numbers compoſing Satan's Army againſt the Celeſtials, 
15 the Stars 5 74*. --- To the Dew Drops 5 746, Their 
applauſe of Satan's Reply to Abdiel---to the ſound of Deer 
Waters 5 872. Throng'd together after their Intire Defeat by 
God the Son --- to 4 Herd of Goats 6 $56 Their Retreat 16 
andæmonium from the Frontiers of Hell during Satan's 
Expedition to the World---to the Tartar's Flight before the 
Ruſs---and the Perſian from the Turk---waſting the in- 
iermed: ate — Io 431. IE to Serpents--- 
thoſe ſprung from the Gorgan's Blood, &c. 19 526. 
Their PORE, on the Tres illuſioe of the Forbidden 
Fruit---to the Snaky Hair of Magzra, (one of the Fur ie) 
10 558, The Fruit to the Aples of Sodom 10 561. | 
Chaos, Atoms, their Motion---to the Libyan Quicksands 
2 900, Confuſion there to Storming 4 Town, 920. ---To 
Heav'n and Earth (ſuppor'd) falling, &c. 2 924. 
Death and Sm, their making 4 Bridge over Chaos to the 
World---to Polar Winds, driving the Ice together in the (ſup- 
0%, North-Eaſt Paſſage to 289. The Work---to Neptune's 
fring the Iſle of Delos 10 293. --- To Xerxes making 4 
bridge over the Helleſpont 10 306. 

Death inſtinqt of Adam's Fall --- to flight of Birds 
F Prey, to 4 Field of Battle 10 273, His, and Satan's 
Frowns on each other To two Thunder-Clouds meeting 
271 

— Hair---to the Vines Tendrils 4 305 Her Looks 
abe firſt Bluſh of Morning 5 122. Her ſelf to Pando- 
Ia 4 713. ---To a Word-Nymph, or Venus 5 379 --- To 
« Dryad, or Delia, (Diana) 9 387, ---To Pales or Po- - 


nona 9 393. — To Cetrcs 9 395. Her Temptation by 
Satan 


IN P EI xX. 

A aA to by the Story of Ophion and Eufinome 

10 578. | 

Flaming Sword in Paradiſe, on Adam' and Eve, Ex- 
pulſion thence-- do a Comet 12 632. Its Heat, &c.——10 the 
Libyan Air 12 634. 4 

Hell to Mount” Zena"(in Silicia) r. 230, -=- To the 
Bog or Lake Serbonis (in Paleſtine) 2 2. | 

Kyowleadge, the Deſires of it=<-to'a Thirſt wnallay'd; in- 
creaſing 7 66. . 

Michael his Combat wh Satan, to tuo Planet: (the 
Frame of Nature, ſuppos d, diſſolvꝰd) ruſhing in oppoſition 
to each, other 6 3lo. Appearance to expell Adam, c. 
from Paradiſe to a Man in a Military Veſt, &cc. 11 239, 
_ Pandxmonium (er the Court ef Heli) its ſuduen riſe 
te an Exhalation 1 7100. 

Paradiſe, the Air of #t---to the Effluvia from Arabia 
Fzlix, at Sea 4 159. It's felf --- ro the Field of Enna 
(in Sicily) 4.268, To the Grove of Daphne, &c. (in 
Theſſaly) 4 272., --- To the Iſle of Nyſa, (where Bar- 
thus was brought wp) 4 27 5. --- To Mount Amara (iv 
Ethiopia) 4 280. Te the Gardens of Adonis 9 439, 
--Of Alcinous 9 440. Of Solomon 9 442. 

_ Raphael, his view of the World in his deſtem from 
Hearn to Paradiſe---to that of the Moon through an Optic 
Glaſs 5 261. ---0f Delos, or Samos from the Cyclades 
(Let) 5 264. Himſelf to a Phanix 5 271. to Mercury 
5 285. | | 

Satan--to Briarceus, Typhon, and the Leviathan I. T9g, 
t 201. --To the Sun riſing ina Miſt 1 594. In" Etlipſe 
I 596. == To the longeſt train of 4 Comet 2 70%. -- to 
Monnt Teneriff, or. Atlas 4 985. His Shielu -e the 
Moon 1 284. His Spear--to a Maſt 1 192. His Standard- 
0 a Meteor 1 337. The Phenomenon of his - Aſcent'to (Hell 
Gates--- to 4 Fleet in the Offin 2 636. His, and--Deati”; 
. Frowns on each other-=to two Thunder- Clouds mecring 2 
714. Flight to the Court of Chaori-to 4 Gryphon in the 
Wilderneſs 2 943. Towards Heat n=to (the Ships) Argo, 
through the Thralian Boſphorus 2 1016. -- To Ulyſles'; 
Voyage bet weren Scy lla and Charyb dis 2 1919. Arrival 
at Light, &c. te a Weatherbeaten Veſſel towards the Port 
2 1043. On the Convex of the World's Outmoſt Ori ta 
a Vulture ſecking his Prey 3 431. Firſt View of the World 
te @ Scout Caſual Preſpect (after a Dangerous Fourney) 
of a new Country or City 3 543. -- Of the Stars Orbi>-to 
1 Heſperian Gardens, &c. Appearance in the Sun's Orb 
Le 4 bet in it differing from all 4 renamical Olſirvatien 
| 3 
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le ar ie 
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3 (88. Meditation on bis intended Artemps on the World-"- 
to 4 Guy vecoiling 4 14. It Paradiſe- to @ Wolf prey ing on 
4 fold 4 183, -- To 4 Thief breaking" in & « Hauſe: Top, 
Kc. 4 388. «To @ Ty "is View of 4 bract of  Fawns 
4403. 2 by Ithuriel — — — mo 2 
Fire 4 $14. Repribended by Zephon-—e 4 Steed rein'd in 
Fra 4 $57. His (Army — the Caleftials in Number 
e the Stars 5 745. te the Dew Drops 5 746. Their 
Mpplauſt of bis te Abdiet--to the Sound of deep Ma- 
ters 6 $72, Himſelf recoiling on a Blow recetw d from 
Michael-te a Mountain finking by an Earthquake 6 153. 
His Combat with Michaele 1wo Planets (the Frame 'of 
Nawre ſuuppo d diſolv d) ruſhing in Oppoſition to each other 
630. View (in the Serpent) of Payadrſe and Eve there 
„ 4 Citizen's taking the Alr in the Conntry from bis 
home Confinement 9 445. Shape (traniſorm d to @ Serpent) 
"mn his return to Hell aſter the Temptation to the & 
Iython 10 6329. His tempting Eve--alluded to by the to- 
7 of Ophion and Eurynome 10 178. Serpent, that enter a 
ty Satan--to thoſe Hermione and Cudmus were transfor. 
mid to 9 $04, =- To that aſſum d by E ſculapius 9 508, 
«To thoſe by Jupiter Ammon, Capitoli 9 es. 
His Met ion, Wreathings, &&."to the working of 4 Ship in 
ſhifting Winds, &c. 9 5t3./ His Creſt (preceding Eve tothe 
fwbidden Tree) -= to an Exhalation - flaming (Will i' th“ 
viſp) 9 634. His A4ddreſ; introducing the Temptation-- 
that of an Orator of the Athenian * Roman men- 
"Sin her 11 dl, Por- the fury u Digs & Sera 
Ein her Mi, Pant - t 2 2 
659. — Of the Night-Hag 2 662. my 3 
Spears, - Ears of Corn ripe for reaping 4 91 
Kart, their Orb. to the Heſperian Gardens, &c. 3 $68. 
Sun his Courſe turn'd at Adam's, &e. cating the for- 
lidden Fruit -= 45 at the Dengue of Thyeſtes 10 688. 
Utiel, hr Deſcent from the Sun on Paradiſe—to 4 ſhoots 
ng Star 4 855. | 
Waters, their flux into Seas, &c. on the- Creation -« to 
Drops on Duſt 75 290. Te qrmies forming themſelvgs on 
ſound of Trampet 7 294. | &h 
Sin, and Death © Vide Death and Sin. 
Sin deſcribꝰ 2 650, Her Speech to Satan, and Death at 
Hell Ges 2 927. ly to Satan 2 747). Her Birth 
752. Reply to his r 2850. Opens Hell-Gates to him 
871. Speech to Death on Adam's Fall 10 235. To Sa- 
tan, (meeting him returning to Hell,) on ber and Deat!'; 
E e Jour- 
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Fourney te the World after it 10 354. To Death on ther 
arrival at Payadiſe 10 591. Reply to Death's Anſwer 10 
602. Vide Similies. | 

Sin Original, Luſt Carnal the firſt eſſect of it 9. 101, 
It's Solace 9 1042. 
Slavery, original of it the inardinancy of the Paſſians 12 


86. The Fuftice of it, as conſequential on Deviating from Vir. 


tue, &c. 12 97. — a 

ou! its Faculties 5 100. Its Immortality diſcuſi'd 10 
782. 
 GOpiyits their Eſſence, and Power 1 413, 1 789. Their 
anviſibls Exiftence on Earth 4 677. The Ele, their Hymn 


fo God the Father and Son 3 372+ Material, &c. Facul- 


ties in Spirits 5 404. 3 433+ Vital, animal, and In- 


tellectual Spirits Progreſſive from Material Nutrition 5 482. 
Their Exi in Life, Intelle#, Shape, &c. defin'd 6 


344- 

Spring perpetual within the Tropics, but for Adam's Fall 
10 678. 

Stars, their Places, Appearances, &&c. 3 565. Fed by 
the Air 5 417. Part of the Fourth Day's Creation 7 317. 
Receive their Light from the Sun 7. 364. Vide Similies. 
Stars, and Moon, their Courſe, Influences, &c. 4. 661. 

Storms, &c. an Effet of Adam's Fall 1: 695. 

Styx, a River of Hell 2 $577. . 

Sun it: Appearancr, Placg and Pawer 3 571. Brigieneſi 
deſcrit'd 3 591. Orb fed by Exhalations from the Greſſer 
5 423. Part of the Fourth Day's Creation 7 354 The 
Fountain of Light 7 3 5 4. uns Setting Deſcrib'd 4 352. 4 539. 
4 596. 8 630. 10 92. Its qual. Courſe, producing in. 
tenſe Heat and Cold, an Effet of Adam's Fall. 10 651. 
Oblique Motion from the Equinaxial, from the ſame Cav/t 


TS 


. Teachers (falſe) of the Chriſtian Religion deſcribd 12 ol 
Temperance, the Eſſect of u long Life 11 530, 
Thammuz or Adonis (a falPn Angel) 1 446. 
Thunder, an Effet of Adam's Fall 10 666. 

Time, reſpefting Eternity, defin'd 5 580. 
Titan, (a faln Angel) 1 510. 

Tradition cenſur d 12 $11. Tree of Liſe Ville Life, 

Of Knowledge Vid Knowledge. 
Truth, ſuffering for it, Fortitude, &c. 12 569. 


Ty- 


r 
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Trap, Nimrod's, deri, and cenſured,” Origint of 


i, the vary of the 3 12 $6. 74 —7 of the 

Tyrant (tho Fuſt in Conſequence o the Swojet) 12, 95. 
— their Plea for Conqueſt, &c. compar d wb Ja- 

tans firſt Attempt on Man 4 390. JELLY 
Twilight deſcrit'd 4 598- 


V 
Vatuity, God's Ommnipreſence an Argument againſt it 


168. 4 4 

yalour (or Heroic Virtue,) the common Notion of it 
canſur'd 11 688. 

Virtue &c. with loſs of Freedom degenerates 11 797. 
Reaſon, and Uirtue, the ſame 12 98. 

Union Conjugal Vide Conjugal Union 

Uriel (the Angel of the Sun) 2 622, Hit Anſwer to 
Satan 3 694. Direfts bim to the World 3 724. And PA- 
radiſe 3 733, Deſcends thither himſelf, and informs Gabriel 
of Satan's Predeſcent 4 561. Encounters Adramelec, (s 
falls Angel) Wounds, and puts him to Flight 2 363 

Wide Simms 


Uzziel(s Guardian angel of Paradiſe) 4 783. 
W 


War, Property the Original of it 11 638. The Corruptions 
of Peace equal te 105 Was, 11 783. 8 

Waters ſeparated from the Earth, part of the Third Day's 
(reation 7 282. Vide Similies, 

Wife, her Duty in Danger, Diſtreſi, &c 9 267. 11 290. 
Wind, the Tempeſinous Pewoer of it an Effet of Adam's 
Fall 10 664+ lo. 695. * 

Wiſdom, the Sum of n, the Love, & c. of God 12 575, 
a (or falſe Tyachers) the Apoſtles Smcceſſors, de- 

id 12 oy. 6 

Woman, Conjugal Obed iencę her Happineſi, &c. 7 63 5 Man's 
Le towards her, how conſiſtent with his Superiority 8 567. 
Two of her lovelieſt Qualities 9 232. The Effect of leaving 
her to her own Will 9 1182. His Superiority over her, 


given him by God 10 145+ 10 195. A Novelty, DefeF# of 


Nature, & c. (Sarcaftically) 10 $88. The Advantage of ber 
Socral, over her Antificial Accompliſhments 11, 614. Bre- 
) way the Cauſe of Man's Miſery (Sarcaſtically) 11 632. 


Works, 


IL N D E K. 
. Works, with Faith in Chriff, Eternal Life 12 420. © 
World, the Gonvex of u. entterwef Orb daſcrib'd 2 418. 
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Of that ſort of Dramatic Poem which 
is calPd Tragedy. 

Tage, as it was antiently compos'd, 
hath been ever held the graveſt, moraleſt, 

and moſt profitable of all other Poems: there- 
fore ſaid by Ariſtotle, to be of power, by raiſing 
pity and fear, or terror, to purge the mind of 
thoſe and ſuch like paſſions, that is, to tem- 
per and reduce them to juſt meaſure, with a 
tind of delight, ſtirr'd up by reading or ſeeing 
thoſe paſſions well imitated. Nor is Nature 
vanting in her own effects to make good his 
iſertion: for ſo in phyſick things of melan- 
cholick hue and quality are uſed againſt me- 
ancholy, ſowr againſt ſowr, ſalt to remove 
alt humours. Hence Philoſophers and other 
raveſt writers, as Cicero, Plutarch and 
others, frequently cite out of Tragick Poets, 
both to adorn and illuſtrate their diſcourſe. 
The Apoftle St. Paul! himſelf thought it not 
unworthy to inſert a verſe of Zuripides into 
the Text of holy Scripture, 1 Cor. 15. 33- 
and Parzus commenting on the Revelation, 
divides the whole Book as a T ragedy, into 
Acts diſtinguiſh'd each by a Chorus of hea- 
venly harpings and ſong between. Hereto- 
fore Men in higheſt dignity have labour'd not 
alittle to be thought able to compoſe a Tra- 
gedy. Of that honour Dionyſius the elder was 
no leſs ambitious, than before of his attaining 
to the Tyranny, Auguſtus Cæſar alſo had 
Cc 2 begun 
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begun his Ajax ; but unable to pleaſe his own 
judgment with what he had begun, left it un- 


finiſhed. Seneca the Philoſopher is by ſome | 


thought the Author of thoſe Tragedies (at 
leaſt the beſt of them) that go under that 
name. Gregory Naxianzen, a Father of the 
Church, thought it not unbeſeeming the 


ſanctity of his perſon to write a Tragedy, 


which. is intitled, Chri/t ſuffering, This is 
mentioned to vindicate Tragedy from the ſmall 
eſteem, or rather infamy, which in the ac- 
count of many it undergoes at this day with 
other common interludes; happening through 
the Poets error of intermixing comick ſtuff 
with tragick ſadneſs and gravity z or intro- 
ducing trivial and vulgar perſons, which by 
all judicious hath been counted abſurd, and 
brought in without diſcretion, corruptly to 
gratifie the people. And though antient Tra- 
gedy uſe no prologue, yet uſing ſometimes, 
in caſe of ſelf- defence, or explanation, that 
which Martial calls an Epiſtle ; in behalf of 
this Tragedy coming forth after the antient 
manner much different from what among us 
paſles for beſt, thus much beforehand may be 
epiſtl'd; that the Chorus is here introduced at- 
ter the Greek manner, not antient only but 
modern, and ſtill in uſe among the Italians. In 
the modeliing therefore of this Poem, with 
good reafon, the antients and Italiuns are ra- 
ther follow'd, as of much more authority ard 
fame. The meaſure of verſe us'd in the 
Chorus is of all forts, called by the Greet: 
Moneſtroaphick, or rather Apolelymenon, with- 
out regard had to Strophe, Anti/trophe or 
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which is call d Tragedy. 67 


Fpod, which were a kind of Stanza's fram'd 
only for the muſick, then us'd with the 
Chorus that ſung, not effential to the Poem, 
and therefore not material; or being divided 
into Stanza's or pauſes, they may be call'd 
Alæoſtropha. Diviſion into Act and Scene, 
referring chiefly to the Stage (to which this 
york never was intended) is here omitted. 

It ſuffices if the whole Drama be found not 
p'oduc'd beyond the fifth Act. Of the ſtyle 
and uniformity, and that commonly calb d the 
Plot, whether intricate or explicate, which is 
nothing indeed but ſuch œconomy, or diſpo- 
ſion of the fable as may ſtand beſt with veri- 
imilitude and deeorum, they only will beſt 
judge who are not unacquainted with A /chy- 
lus, Sophocles, and Euripides, the three Tra- 
gek Poets unequall'd yet by any, and the beſt 
ruls to all who endeavour to write Tragedy. 
The circumſcription of time wherein the 
whole Drama begins and ends is according'to 
antient rule, and beſt example, within the 
ſpace of twenty-four hours, 
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SAMSON made captive, blind, and now in 
the priſon at Gaza, there to labour as in q 
common work-houſe, on a Feſtival day, in 
the general ceſſation from labour, comes forth 
into the open air, to a place nigh, ſomewhat 
retir'd, there to fit a while and bemoan his 
condition. Where he happens at length to be 
viſited by certain friends and equals of his 
tribe, which make tbe Chorus, who ſeek to 
comfort him what they «can ; then by his old 
Father Manoa, who endeavours the like, 
and withal tells him his purpoſe to procure 
his liberty by ranſom ; and laſtly, that thi; 
Feaſt was proclaim'd by the Philiſtins as 4 
day of Thankſgiving for their deliverance 

from the hands of Samſon, which yet mare 
troubles him. Manoa then departs to proſe- 
cute his endeavour with the Philiſtin Lords 
for Samſon's redemption; who in the mean 
while is viſited by other perſons ; and laſtly 
by a publick Officer to require his coming t1 
the Feaſt before the Lords and people, to play 
or ſhew his flrength in their preſence. He. 
at firſt refuſes, diſmiſſing the publick Officer 
with abſolute denial io come; at length per. 
ſuadid 
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The ARGUMENT, 69 


ſuaded inwardly that this was from God, he 
yields to go along with him, who came now 


the ſecond time with great threatenings to 


fetch him ; the Chorus yet remaining on the 


place, Manoa returns full of joyful hope, 
to procure ere long his Son's deliverance * 
in the midft of which diſcourſe an Hebrew 
comes in haſte, confuſedly at firſt, and af- 
terward more diſtinftly relating the Ca- 
taſtrophe, what Samſon had done to the 
Philiſtins, and by accident to hjmſelf ; where» 
with the Tragedy ends, 
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MANO A, the Father ef S A M5 0 . 
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The Scene befors the Priſon in G A zA. 


LEASE 


TENG DD 


OCT OCTTOCT OCT TOGTTOGTTOGTEIGT 


Samſon Agoniſtes. 


Little onward lend thy guiding hand 

To theſe dark ſteps, a little farther on 

For yonder bank hath choice of Sun or ſhade, 

There I am wont to fit, when any chance 

Relieves me from my taſk of ſervile toil 5 
Daily in the common priſon elſe enjoin'd me, 

Where I a pris ner chain'd, ſcarce freely draw 

The air impriſon'd alſo, cloſe and damp, 

Unwholſome draught : but here I feel amends, 

The breath of heav'n freſh blowing, pure and ſweet, 10 
With day ſpring born; here leave me to reſpire, 

This day a ſolemn Feaſt the people hold 

To Dagon their Sea-Idol, and forbid 

Laborious works ; unwillingly this reſt 

Their ſuperſtition yields me; hence with leave 15 
Retiring from the pop lar noiſe, I ſeek 

This unfrequented place to find ſome eaſe, 

Exſe to the body ſome, none to the mind 

From reſtleſs thoughts, that like a deadly ſwarm 

Of hornets arm'd, no ſooner found alone, 20 
But ruſh upon me thronging, and preſent 

Times paſt, what once I was, and what am now. 

O wherefore was my birth from Heav'n foretold 

Twice by an Angel? who at laſt in ſight ? 

Of both my Parents all in flames aſcended 25 
From off the Altar, where an off ring burn'd, 

As in a fiery column charioting 

Mis God-like preſence, and from ſome great act, 

Or benefit reveal'd to Abraham's rice. 
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70 SAMSON AGONISTES, 
Why was my breeding order'd and preſcrib'd 

As of a perſon ſeparate to God, 

Deſign'd for great exploits ; if I muſt die 
Betray d, captiv'd, and both my eyes put out, 
Made of my Enemies the ſcorn and gaze; 

To grind in brazen fetters under taſk, 

With this heav'n-gifted ſtrength? O glorious ſtrengih 
Put tothe labour of a beaſt, debas'd 

Lower than bondſlave'! Promiſe was that T 
Should 17-ae! from Philiftian yoke deliver z 
Aſk for this great deliv'rer now, and find him 
Eyeleſs in Gaza at the mill with ſlaves, 
Himſelf in bonds under Philiſti an yoke. 

Yet ſtay, let me not raſhly callin doubt 

Divine prediction: what if all foretold 

Had been fulfill'd but throꝰ mine own default, 
Whom have I to complain of but myſelf? 

Who this high gift of ſtrength committed to me, 
In what part lodg'd, how eaſily bereft me, 
Under the ſeal of filence could not keep, 

But weakly to a Woman muſt reveal it, 
O'ercome with importunity and tears. 

O impotence of mind, in body ſtrong! 

Put what is ſtrength without a double ſhare | 

Of wiſdom? vaſt, unwieldy, burthenſome, 
Proudly ſecure, yet liable to fall 

By weakeſt ſubtleties, not made to rule, 

But to ſubſerve where wiſdom bears command. 
God, when he gave me ſtrength, to ſhew withal 
How ſlight the gift was, hung it in my hair. 

But peace, I muſt not quarrel with the will 

Of higheſt diſpenſation, which herein 

Haply had ends above my reach to know : 
Suffices that to me ſtrength is my bane, 

And proves the ſource of all my miſeries; 

So many, and ſo huge, that each apart 

Would aſk a life to wail, but chief of all, 

© loſs of fight, of thee I moſt complain! 
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SAMSON ACONIS TES. 
Blind among Enemies, O worſe than chains, 
Dungeon, or beggary, decrepit age 
Light, the prime work of God! to me is extinct, 
And all her various objects of delight 
Annull'd, which might in part my grief have eas 'd, 
Inferior to the vileſt now become 
Of man or worm; the vileſt here excel me z 
They creep, yet ſee, I dark in light expos'd 
To daily fraud, contempt, abuſe and wrong, 
Within doors, or without, till as a fool, 
In pow'r of others, never in my own 3 
Scarce half I ſeem to live, dead more than half. 
0 dark, dark, dark, amid the blaze of noon, 
Irrecov'rably dark, total Eclipſe 
Without all hope of day ! 
O firſt created beam, and thou great word, 
Let there be light, and light was over all; 
Why am I thus bereav'd thy prime decree ? 
The ſun to me is dark 
And ſilent as the Moon, 
When ſhe deſerts the night 
Hid in her vacant inter lunar cave. 
Since light ſo neceſſary is to life, 
And almoſt life it ſelf, if it be true 
That light is in the ſoul, 
She all in ev'ry part; why was the fight 
To ſuch a tender ball as th' eye confin'd, 
do obvious and ſo eaſy to be quench'd ? 
And not, as feeling, through all parts diffus'd, 
That ſhe might look at will through ev'ry pore? 
Then had I not been thus exil'd from light, 
As in the land of darkneſs yet in light, 
To live a life half dead, a living death, 
And bury' d; but O yet more miſerable! 
Myſelf my ſepulchre, a moving grave, 
Bury'd, yet not exempt 
By privilege of death and burial 
From worſt of other evils, pains and wrengi, 
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But made hereby obnoxious more 

To all the miſeries of life, 

Life incaptivity 

Among inhuman foes. 

But who are theſe? for with joint pace I hear 

The tread of many feet ſteering this way ; ' 
Perhaps my enemies, who come to ſtare 

At my affliction, and perhaps t' inſult, 

Their daily practice to afflict me more. 


118 


2 This, this is * ſoftly a while, 115 
Let us not break in upon him; | 

O change beyond report, thought or belief: 

See how he lies at random, careleſly diffus'd, 

With languiſh'd head unpropt, 

As one paſt hope, abandon' d, 126 
And by himſelf given over; 

In ſlaviſh habit, ill- fitted weeds 

O'er-worn and ſoil'd ; 

Or do my eyes miſrepreſent? Can this be he, 

'That heroick, that renown'd, 125 
Irreſiſtible Samſon? whom unarm'd 

No Strength of Man, or fierceſt wild Beaſt, could withſtand; 
Who tore the Lion, as the Lion tears the Kid, 

Ran on imbattl'd armies clad in iron, 

And weaponleſs himſelf, 130 
Made arms ridiculous, uſeleſs the forgery 

Of brazen ſhield and ſpear, the hammer'd cuiraſs, 
Chalybean temper d ſteel, and frock of mail 

Adamantean proof; 

But ſafeſt he who ſtood aloof, 135 
When inſupportably his foot advanc'd, 

In ſcorn of their proud arms and warlike tools, 

Spurn'd them to death by troops. The bold Aſcalonite 
Fled from his Lion ramp, old Warriors turn'd 

Their plated backs under his heel ; | 149 
Or grov'ling ſoil'd their creſted helmets in the duſt, 

Then with what trivial weapon came to hand, 
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 SAMSON AGONI8TES.9 75 
The jaw of a dead Aſs, his ſword of bone, 
A thouſand fore-ſkins fell, the flow'r of Paliſtin 
In Ramath-lechi famous to this day : 
Then by main force pull'd up, and on his ſhoulders bore 
The gates of Azza, poſt, and maſſy bar 
Up to the hill by Hebron, ſeat of Giants old, 
No journey of a ſabbath- day, and loaded ſo 
Like whom the Gentiles feign to bear a” Heav'n. 


145 


150 
Which ſhall I firſt bewail, 

Thy bondage, or loſt fight, 

Priſon within priſon 

Inſeparably dark ? 

Thou art become (O worſt impriſonment!) 155 


The dungeon of thyſelf; thy Soul 

(Which Men enjoying ſight oft without cauſe complain'd) 
Impriſon'd now indeed, 

lareal darkneſs of the body dwells, 

Shut up from outward light 


160 
T incorporate with gloomy night; 
For inward light, alaſs 
Puts forth no viſual beam. 
0 mirror of our fickle ſtate, 
Since man on earth unparallel'd! 165 


The rather thy example ſtands, 


By how much from the top of wond'rous glory, 
drongeſt of mortal men, 


To loweſt pitch of abject fortune thou art fall'n. 

For Lim I reckon not in high eſtate 170 
Whom long deſcent of birth 

Or the ſphere of fortune raiſes; 

But thee whoſe ſtrength, while virtue was her mate, 

Might have ſubdu'd the Earth, 

Vaiverſally crown'd with higheſt praiſes. 175 


damſ. L heat the ſound of words, their ſenſe the air 
diſſolves unjointed ere it reach my ear. 


Chor, He ſpake, let us draw nigh. Matchleſs in might, 
The glory late of Iſrael, now the grief, 
We 
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We come thy friends and neighbours not unknown 180 
From Eſptaol and Zora's fruitful vale 

To viſit or bewail thee; or if better, 

Counſel or conſolation we may bring, 

Salve to thy ſores, apt words have pow'r to ſwage 

The tumours of a troubled mind, 185 
And are as balm to feſter d wounds. 


Samſ. Your coming, Friends, revives me, for J learn 
Now of my own experience, not by talk, 
How counterfeit a coin they are who friends 
Bear in their ſuperſcription (of the moſt 199 
I would be underſtood) in proſp'rous days | 
They ſwarm, but in adverſe withdraw their head, 
Not to be found, though ſought. Ye ſee, O friends, 
How many evils have enclos'd me round 
Yet that which was the worſt now leaſt afflicts me, 195 
Blindneſs, for had I fight, confus'd with ſhame, 
How could I once look up, or heave the head, 
Who like a fooliſh Pilot have ſhipwreck'd 
My Veſſel truſted to me from above, 
Gloriouſly rigg d; and for a word, a tear, 200 
Fool, have divulg'd the ſecret giſt of God 
To a deceitful Woman; tell me, Friends, 
Am I not ſung and proverb'd for a fool 
In ev'ry ſtreet, do they not ſay, how well 
Arecome upon him his deſerts? yet why? 295 
Immeaſurable ſtrength they might behold 
In me, of wiſdom nothing more than mean z 
This with the other ſhould at leaſt have pair d, 
Theſe two proportion'd ill drove me tranſverſe. 


Cher. Tax not divine diſpoſal: witeſt Men 210 
Have err'd, and by bad Women been deceiv'd; 
And ſhall again, pretend they ne'er ſo wiſe, 
Deject not then ſo overmuch thyſelf, 
Who haſt of ſorrow thy full load beſides ; 
Yet truth to ſay, I oft have heard men wonder 
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Why 
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Why thou ſhouldſt wed Philiſtian woman rather 
Than of thine own Tribe fairer, or as fair, 
At leaſt of thy own Nation, and as noble. 


Samſ. The firſt I ſaw at Tuna, and ſhe pleas d 
Me, not my Parents, that I ſought to wed 26 
The daughter of an Infidel z they knew not 
That what I mention'd was of God Iknew 
From intimate impulſe, and therefore urg'd 
The marriage on; that by occaſion hence 
| might begin Iſrael's deliverance, 225 
The work to which I was divinely call'd. 
She proving falſe, the next I took to Wife 
(Othat I never had ! fond wiſh too late, ) 
Was in the vale of Sorec, Dalila, C 
That ſpecious monſter, my accompliſht ſnare. 230 
thought it lawful from my former act, 
And the ſame end; till watching to oppreſs 
[rae['s oppreſſors: of what now I ſuffer 
de was not the prime cauſe, but I my ſelf, 
ho vanquiſht with a peal of words (O weakneſs !* 235 
Gave up my fort of ſilence to a Woman. 


Chor. In ſecking juſt occaſion to provoke 
The Philiflin, thy Country's enemy, 
Thou never waſt remiſs, I bear thee witneſs : 
Yet Iſrael ſtill ſerves with all his Sons. 240 


Samſ. That fault I take not on me, but transfer 

On Iſ-ae!”s Governors, and Heads of Tribes, 

Who ſeeing thoſe great acts which God had done 

dngly by me againſt their Conquerors, 

kiknowledg'd not, or not at all conſider d 245 

Deliv'rance offer d: I on th' other fide 

U;'d no ambition to commend my deeds, 

The deeds themſelves, though mute, ſpoke loud the doer ; 

dut they perſiſted deaf, and would not ſeem 

To 60unt them things worth notice, till at length 250 
Their 


18 SAMSON AGONISTES, 
Their Lords the Phi/itins with gather d pow'rs 
Enter d Jude a ſeeking me, who then 

Safe to the rock of Erbam was retir'd, 

Not flying, but fore · caſting in what place 

To ſet upon them what advantag'd beſt; 

Mean while the men of Judab, tq prevent 

The harraſs of their Land, beſet me round; 

I willingly on ſome conditions came 

Into their hands, and they as gladly yield me 

To the uncircumcis'd a welcome prey, 

Bound with two cords ; but cords to me were threads 
Touch'd with the flame: on their whole Hoſt I flew 
Unarm'd, and with a trivial weapon fell'd 

Their choiceſt youth; they only liv'd who fled. 
Had Judab that day join'd, or one whole Tribe, 
They had by this poſſeſs'd the Tow'rs of Gatb, 
And lorded over them whom now they ſerve. 

But what more oft in Nations grown corrupt, 

And by their vices brought to ſervitude, 

Than to love bondage more than liberty; 
Bondage With eaſe than ſtrenuous liberty; - 

And to deſpiſe, or envy, or ſuſpect, 

Whom God hath of his ſpecial favour rais'd 

As their Deliv'rer; if he ought begin, 

How frequent to deſert him, and at laſt 

To heap ingratitude on worthieſt deeds? 


Chor. Thy wordsto my remembrance bring 
How Succoth and the Fort of Penuel 
Their great Deliverer contemn'd, 

The matchleſs Gideon in purſuit 

Of Madian and her vanquiſh'd Kings: 
And how ingrateful Ephraim 

Had dealt with Feth, who by argument, 
Not worſe than by his ſnield and ſpear 
Defended Iſrae from the Ammonite, 

Had not his proweſs quell'd their pride 

In that ſore battle when ſo many dy'd 
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Without reprieve adjudg'd to death, 
For want of well pronouncing Sbibboletb. 


Samſ. Of ſuch examples add me to the roll, 290 
Me eaſily indeed mine may neglect, 


55 But God's propos'd deliverance not ſo. 


Chor. Juſt are the ways of God, 
And juſtifiable to Men 
Valeſs there be who think no God at all; 295 
f any be, they walk obſcure, 
for of ſuch doctrine never was there School, 
But the heart of the Fool, 
And no man therein Doctor but himſelf. 
bs Yet more there be who doubt his ways not juſt, 300 
A; to his own edicts found contradicting, 
Then give the reins to wandcing thought, 
Regardleſs of his glory's diminution 
Till by their o wn perplexities involy'd 
279 They ravel more, till leſs reſolv'd, 395 
kat never find ſelf-ſatisfying ſolution 3 
As if they would confine th' interminable, 
lud tie him to his own preſcript, 
Who made our Laws to bind us, not himſelf, 
278 And hath full right t” exempt 310 
Whom ſo it pleaſes him by choice 
From national obſtriction, without taint 
0! fin, or legal debt 
Fir with his own Laws he can beſt diſpenſe. 
He would not elſe who never wanted me ans, 315 
280 Nor in reſpect of th' enemy juſt cauſe ; 
To ſet his people free, 
Have prompted this heroick Naari te 
Againſt his vow of ſtricteſt purity, 
T ſeck in marriage that fallacious Bridey 32 


60 


285 Unclean, unchaſte. . 
Down Reaſon then, at leaſt vain reaſonings down, 
Thou | here aver 
hou! — D d That 


80 SAMs ON ACO IS TES. 


That moral verdi& quits her of unclean: 

Unchaſte was ſubſequent, her ſtain not his. 
But ſee here comes thy rev'rend Sire 

With careful ſtep, Jocks white as down, 

Old Manoab: adviſe 

Forthwith how thou oughtſt to receive him. 


Samſ. Ay me, another inward grief awak d. 
With mention of that name rene vs th' aſſault. 


Man. Brethren and men of Dan, for ſuch ye ſeem, 
Though in this uncouth place; if old reſpect, 
As I ſuppoſe, toward your once glory'd friend, 
My Son now captive, hither hath inform'd 335 
Your younger feet, while mine caſt back with . 
Came lagging after ; ſay if he be here. 
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C bor. As ſignal now in low dejected ſtate, 
As erſt in higheit, behold him where he lies. 


Man. O miſerable change ! is this the man, 
That invincible Samſon, tar renown'd 
The dread of Iſrae!'s foes, who with a ſtrength 
Equivalent to Angels walk'd their ſtreets, 
None offering fight; who fingle combatant 
Duell'd their Armies rank'd in proud array, 
Himſelf an Army, now unequal match 
To fave himſelf againſt a coward arm'd 
At one ſpears length. O ever failing truſt 
In mortal ſtrength ! and oh what not in man 
Deceivable and vain? Nay, what thing good 
Pray'd for, but often proves our woe, our bane? 
I pray'd for Child'ren, and thought barrenneſs 
In wedlock a reproach j I gain'd a Son, 
Such a Son as a!l men hail'd me happy ; 
Who would be now a Father in my ſtead ? 
O wherefore did God grant me my requeſt, 
And as a bleſſing with ſuch pomp adorn'd ? 


8-42 4 Lk 3-65 + £ & Dm 


 # +Þ-, 


& 
4 


=> 23 2 


25 


130 


335 


340 


345 


350 


Why 


* 


S Aus om AGONISTES. 


Why are his gifts deſirable, to tempt 

Our earneſt pray'rs, then giv'n with ſolemn hand 
As graces, draw a Scorpion's tail behind ? 

For this did th Angel twice deſcend? for this, 
Ordain'd thy nurture holy, as of a plant, 

Select and ſacred, glorious for a while, 

The miracle of men; then in an hour 

Enſnar'd, aſſaulted, overcome, led bound, 
Thy foes deriſion, captive, poor and blind, 

Into a dungeon thruſt, to work with Slaves ? 
Alas methinks whom God hath choſen once 

To worthieſt deeds, if he through frailty err, 
He ſhou d not ſo 0'erwhelm, and as a thrall 
Subject him to ſo foul indignities, 

beit but for honours ſake of former deeds. 


Samſ. Appoint not heav'nly diſpoſition, Father. 
Nothing of all theſe evils hath beſall'n me 
hat juſtly; I my ſelf have brought them on, 
Sale Author, I, ſole cauſe : if ou ght ſeem vile, 
A; vile bath been iny folly, who have profan'd 
The myſtery of God giv'n me under pledge 
Of vow, and have betray d it to a woman, 
A Canaanite, my faithleſs enemy. 
This well I knew, nor was at all ſurpriz'd 
But warn'd by oft experience; did not ſhe 
Of Timna firſt betray me, and reveal 
The ſecret wreſted from me in her height 
Of nuptial love proſeſt, carrying it ſtraight 
To them who had corrupted her, my ſpies; 
And rivals? in this other was there found 
More faith? who alſo in her prime of love, 
Spouſal embraces, vitiated with Gold, 
Though offer'd only, by the ſcent conceiv'd 
Her ſpurious firſt-born, treaſon againſt me? 
Thrice ſhe aſſay d with flatt'ring pray'rs and ſighs, 
And amorous reproaches to win from me 
My capital ſecret, in what part my ſtrength 
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Lay ſtor'd, in what part ſumm'd, that ſhe might know; 396 
Thrice I deluded her, and turn'd to ſport 
Her importunity, each time perceiving SO. | 
How openly, and with what impudence 
She purpos'd to betray me, and (which was worſe 
Than undiſſembled hate) with what contempt 
She thought to make me Traitor to myſelf; 

Yet the fourth time, when'muſtring all her wiles, 
With blandiſht parlies, feminine aſſaults, 
Tongue-batteries, ſhe ſurceas d not day nor night 
To ſtorm me over-watch'd, and weary'd out. 
At times when men ſeek moſt repoſe and reſt, 

I yielded, and unlock d her all my heart, 

Who with a grain of manhood well reſolv'd 
Might eaſily have ſhook off all her ſnares: 

But foul effeminacy held me yok'd 

Her bond-ſlave; O indignity, O blot 

To Honour and Religion! ſervile mind 
Rewarded well with ſervile puniſhment! 

The baſe degree to which I now am fall'n, 
 Theſeraggs, this grinding, is not yet ſo baſe 

As was my former ſervitude, ignoble, 

Unmanly, ignominious, infamous, 

True ſlavery, and that blindneſs worſe than this, 
That ſaw not how degen'rately I ſerv'd. 


om #o- PDiecoxvo3a t=o ws wn «© mam... =. . 


Man. I cannot praiſe thy marriage choices, Son, 
Rather approv d them not; but thou didſt plead 
Divine impulſion prompting how thou might'ſt 
Find ſome occaſion to infeſt our foes. 

I ſtate not that; this Iam ſare, our foes 

Found ſome occaſion thereby to make thee 

Their captive, and their triumph; thou the ſooner 
Temptation found'ſt, or over-potent charms 

To violate the ſacred truſt of ſilence 

Depoſited within thee 3 which to have kept 

Tacit was in thy pow'r: true; and thou bear'ſt 
Enough and more; the burthen of that fault 
Bitterly haſt thou paid, and ſtill art paying 
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That rigid ſcore. A worſe thing yet remains, 
This day the Pbiliſtins a pop lar Feaſt 

Here celebrate in Ca xa; and proclaim 

Great pomp, and ſacrifice, and praiſes loud 

To Dagon, as their God who hath deliver'd 

Thee, Samſon, bound and blind into their hands, 
Them out of thine, who ſlew'ſt them many a lain 
So Dagen ſhall be magnify'd, and God, 

Beſides whom is no God, compar'd with Idols, 
Disglorify'd, blaſpham'd, and had in ſcorn 

Br the Idolatrous rout amidſt their wine; 

Which to have come to paſs by means of thee, 
Samſon, of all thy ſufferings think the heavieſt, 
Of all reproach the moſt with ſhame that ever 
Could have befall'n thee in thy Father's houſe. 


Samſ. Father, I do acknowledge and confeſs 
That I this honour, I this pomp have brought 
To Dagon, and advanc'd his praiſes high 
Among the Heathen round ; to God have brought 
Diſhonour, obloquy, and op'd the mouths 
Of Idoliſts, and Atheiſts ; have brought ſcandal 
To Iſrael, diffidence of God, and doubt 
I feeble hearts, propenſe enough before 
To wave, or fall off and join with Idols; 
Whichis my chief affliction, ſhame and ſorrow, 
The anguiſh of my ſoul, that ſuffers not 
Mine eye to harbour ſleep, or thoughts to reſt. 
This only hope relieves me, that the ſtrife 
With me hath end; all the conteſt is now 
Twixt God and Dagonz Dagon hath preſum'd, 
Me overthrown, to enter liſts with God, 

His Deity comparing and preferring 

Before the God of Abrabam. He, be ſure, 

Will not connive, or linger, thus provok'd, 

But will ariſe and his great name aſſert: 

Dagon muſt ſtoop, and ſhall ere long receive 

Such a diſcomfit, as ſhall quite deſpoil him 
Dd; 
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Of all theſe boaſted trophies won on me, 
And with confuſion blank his worſhippers. 


4706 


Man. With cauſe this hope relieves thee, and theſe words 


I as a prophecy receive; for God, 

Nothing more certain, will not long defer 

To vindicate the glory of his name 

Againſt all competition, nor will long 

Endure it, doubtful whether God be Lord, 

Or Dagon. But for thee what ſhall be done? 
Thou muſt not in the mean while here forgot 
Lye in this miſcrable loathſom plight 
Neglected. I already have made way 

To ſome Philiſtian Lords, with whom to treat 
About thy ranſom : well they may by this 
Have ſatisfy d their utmoſt of revenge 

By pains and flav'ries, worſe than death, inflicted 
On thee, who now no more canſt do them harm. 


Samſ. Spare that propoſal, Father, ſpare the trouble 
Of that ſollicitation; let me here, 
As I deſerve, pay on my puniſhment ; 
And expiate, if poſſible, my crime, 
Shameful garrulity. To have reveal'd 
Secrets of men, the ſecrets of a friend, 
How heinous had the fact been, how deſerving 
Contempt and ſcorn of all, to be excluded 
All friendſhip, and avoided as a blab, 
The mark of fool ſet on his front? But I 
God's counſel have not kept, his holy ſecret 
Preſumptuouſly have publiſh'd, impiouſly, 
Weakly at leaſt, and ſhamefully: A Sin 
That Gentiles in their Parables condemn 
To their abyſs and horrid pains confin'd. 


Man. Be penitent and for thy fault contrite, 
But act not in thy own affliftion, Son; 
Repent the fin, but if the puniſhment 
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Thou canſt avoid, ſelf-preſervation bids z 
Or th' execution leave to high diſpoſal, | 806 
And let another hand, not thine, exact 
Thy penal forfeit from thy ſelf; perhaps 
God will relent, and quit thee all his debt; 
Who ever more approves and more accepts 
(Beſt pleas'd with humble and filial ſubmiſſion) £19 
Him who imploring mercy ſues for life, 
Than who ſelf-rigorsus chuſes death as due; 
Which argues over - juſt, and ſelf-diſpleas'd 
For ſelf-offence, more than for God offended. 
Reject not then what offer d means, who knows 515 
But God hath ſet before us, to return thee 
Home to thy country and his ſacred houſe, 
Where thou may'ſt bring thy off rings, to avert 
His farther ire, with pray'rs and vows renew'd. 
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Samſ. His pardon I implore; but as for life $20 
To whatend ſhould I ſeek it? when in ſtrength 
All mortals I excell'd, and great in hopes 
With youthful courage and magnanimous thoughts 
Of birth from Heav'n foretold and high exploits, 
Full of divine inſtinct, after ſome proof 825 
Of acts indeed heroick, far beyond 
The Sons of Anaci, famous now and blaz'd, 
Fearleſs of danger like a petty God 
I walk'd about admir'd of all and dreaded 
On hoſtile ground, none daring my affront, 530 
Then ſwoll'n with pride into the ſnare I fell 
Of fair fallacious looks, venereal trains, * 
Soiten'd with pleaſure and voluptuous life z = 
At length to lay my head and hollow pledge = 
Of all my ſtrength inthe laſcivious lap 535 | 
Of a deceitful Concubine, who ſhore me 1 
Like a tame weither, all my precious fleece, ir 
Then turn'd me out ridiculous, deſpoil'd, * 
Shav'n and diſarm'd among mine enemies, 
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Chor. Deſite of wine and all delicious drinks 
Which many a famous warrior overturns, 
Thou couldſt repreſs, nor did the dancing ruby 
Sparkling out-pour'd, the flavour of the ſmell, 
Or taſte that cheers the hearts of Gods or Men, 
Allure thee from the cool chryſtalline ſtream. $45 


Samſ. Where-ever fountain or freſh current flow d 
Againſt the eaſtern ray, tranſlucent, pure, 
With touch ætherial of Heav'ns fiery rod 
1 drank, from the clear milky juice allaying 
Thirſt, and reireſht z nor envy'd them the grape 550 
Whoſe heads that turbulent liquor fills with fumes. 


Chor. O madneſs, to think uſe of ſtrongeſt wines 
And ſtrongeſt drinks our chief ſupport of health, 
When God with theſe forbidd'n made choice to rear 
His mighty Champion, ſtrong above compare, $55 
Whoſe drink was only from the liquid brook. 


Samſ. But what avail'd this temp'rance, not compleat 
Againſt another object more enticing? 
What boots it at one gate to make defence, 
And at another to let in the foe 560 
Effeminately vanquiſh'd ? by which means, 
Now blind, diſhearten'd, ſham'd, diſhonour'd, quell'd, © 
To what can I be uſeful, wherein ſerve 
My Nation, and the work from Heav'n impos d, 
But to fit idle on the houſhold hearth, 865 
A bur d' nous drone, to viſitants a gaze, 
Or pity d object; theſe redundant locks 
Robuſtious to no purpoſe cluſtring down, 
Vain monument of ſtrength ; till length of years 
And ſedentary numneſs craze my limbs 570 
To a contemptible old age obſcure. 
Here rather let me drudge and earn my bread, 
Till vermin or the draff of ſervile food 


Conſume 
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Conſurne me, and oft invocated death 
Haſten the welcome end of all my pains. 


Man. Wilt thou then ſerve Pb:/ifians with that gift 


Which was expreſly giv'n thee to annoy them? 
Better at home lye bed-rid, not only idle, 
Inglorious, unemploy d, with age out-worn. 
But God who caus d a fountain at thy pray r | 
From the dry ground to ſpring, thy thirſt t'allay 
Aker the brunt of battle, can as eafie 

Cauſe light again within thy eyes to ſpring, 
Wherewith to ſerve him better than thou haſt z 
And I perſuade me ſo; why elſe this ſtrength 
Mirac'lous yet remaining in thoſe locks? 

His nught continues in thee not for naught, 

Nor ſhall his wondrous gifts be fruſtrate thus. 


Samſ. All otherwiſe to me my thoughts portend, 
That theſe dark orbs no more ſhall treat with light, 
Nor th* other light of life continue long, 

But yield to double darkneſs nigh at hand: 
much I feel my genial ſpirits droop, 
My hopes all flat, Nature within me ſeems 
u all her functions weary of her ſelf ; 
My race of glory run, and race of ſhame, 
And I ſhall ſhortly be with them that reſt. 


Man. Believe not theſe ſuggeſtions, which proceed 
From anguiſh of the mind and humours black, 
That mingle with thy fancy. I however 
Muſt not omit a Father's timely care 
To proſecute the means of thy deliverance 
By ranſome, or how elſe: mean while be calm, 
And healing words from theſe thy friends admit. 


Samſ. O that torment ſhould not be conſin d 
To the body's wounds and ſores, 

With maladies innumerable 

In heart, head, breaſt and reins; 

But muſt ſecret paſſage find 
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To th' inmoſt mind, 
There exerciſe all his fierce accidents, 
And on her pureſt ſpirits prey, 
As on eatrails, joints and limbs, 
With anfwerable pains, but more intenſe, 
Though void of corporal ſenſe. 

My griefs not only pain me 
As 3 lingring diſeaſe, 
But finding no redreſs, ferment and rage, 
Nor leſs than wounds immedicable 
Rankle, and feſter, and gangrene, 
To black mortification. 


Thoughts my tormenters arm'd with deadly ſtings 


Mangle my apprehenſ:ve tendereſt parts, 
Exaſperate, exulcerate, and raiſe 
Diceinflammation, which no cooling herb 
Or medicinal liquor can aſſwage, 
Nor breath of vernal air from ſnowy A/p. 
Sleep hath forſook and giv'n me oe'r 
To death's benumming opium as my only cure, 
Thence faintings, ſwoonings of deſpair, 
And ſenſe of Heav'n's deſertion. 

I was his nurſling once, and choice delight, 
His deſtin'd from the womb, 


Promis'd by heav'nly meſſage twice deſcending, 


Linder his ſpecial eye | 
Abſtemious I grew up and thriv'd amain 
He led me on to mightieſt deeds 
Abovethe nerve of mortalarm 

Againſt the uncircumcis'd, our enemies. 
But now hath caſt me off as never known, 
And to thoſe cruel enemies, 

Whom I by his appointment had provok d, 
Left me all helpleſs with th irreparable loſs 
Of ſight, reſerv'd aliveto be repeated 

The ſubject of their cruelty or ſcorn. 

Nor am I inthe liſt of them that hope; 
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Hopeleſs are all my evils, allremedileſs : 

'This one prayer yet remains, might I be heard 

Nolong petition, ſpeedy death, 60 
The cloſe of all my miſeries, and the balm. 


Chor: Many are the ſayings of the Wiſe 
In ancient and in modern books enroll'd, 
Extolling patience as the trueſt fortitude, 
And to the bearing well of all calamities, 65s 
All chances incident to man's frail life. 
Conſolatories writ 
With ſtudied argument, and much perſuaſion ſought 
Lenient of grief and anxious thought, 
But tothe afflicted in his pangs their ſound 66» 
Little prevails, or rather ſeems a tune, 
Harſh, and of diſſonant mood from his complaint, 
Unleſs he feel within | 
Some ſource of conſolation from above 
Secret refreſhings, that repair his ſtrength, 665 
And fainting ſpirits uphold. 

God of our Fathers, what is man! 
That thou towards him with hand ſo various, 
Ur might 1 ſay contrarious, 
Temper'ſt thy providence through his ſhort courſe, 670 
Not ev'nly, as thou rul'ſt 
Th Angelick orders and inferior creatures mute, 
Irrational and brute. 
Nor do I name of men the common rout, 
That wandring looſe about, | 675 
Grow up and periſh, as the ſummer flie, 
Heads without name no more remembred, 
But ſuch as thau haſt ſolemnly elected, 
With gifts and graces eminently adorn'd, 
To ſome great work, thy glory, 68s 
And people's ſafety, which in part they effect: 
Yet toward theſe thus dignify'd, thou oft 
Amidſt their height of noon, 
Changeſt thy countenance and thy hand, 
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With no regard of higheſt favours paſt l 68; 
From thee on then, vr them to thee of ſervice. 

Not only doſt degrade them, or remit 
To life obſcur d which were a fair diſtniſſion, 

But throw'ſt them lower than thou didſt exalt them high; 
Unieemly falls in human eye, 690 
Too grievous for the treſpaſs or omiſſion ; 

Oft leav'ſt them to the hoſtile ſword 

Of Heathen and prophane, their carcaſſes 
To dogs and fowls a prey, or elſe captiv'd : 

Or to th* unjuſt tribunals, under change of times, 696 
And condemnation of th* ingrateful multitude. 

If theſe they ſcape, perhaps in poverty 
With ſickneſs and diſeaſe thou bow'ſt them down, 

Painful diſeaſes and deform'd, 

Incrude old age: 700 
Though not diſordinate, yet cauſeleſs ſuff ring 
The puniſhment of diſſolute days, in fine, 

Juſt or injuſt, alike ſeem miſerable, 

For oft alike both come tg evil end. 
So deal not with this once thy glorious Champion, #9795 

The image of thy ſtrength and mighty miniſter, 

What do I beg? how haſt thou dealt already? 

Behold him in his ſtate calamitous, and turn 
His labours, for thou canſt, to peaceful end, 

But who is this, what thing of ſea or land? 710 

Female of ſex it ſeems, 

That fo bedeckt, ornate, and gay, 

Comes this way ſailing . 

Like a ſtately Ship 

Of Tarſus, bound for th' Iſles 715 
Of Javan or Gadier, 

With all her bravery on, and tack le trim, 

Sails fill'd, and ſtreamers waving, 

Courted by all the winds that hold them play, 

An amber ſcent of odorous perfume | 729 
Her harbinger, a damſel train behind; 

Somerich Pbilitian Matron ſhe may ſeem, 


mm Ht wwe Tu wy ms A OO Sc > ? uz+e . 


= HI i ml Az ©» Br MHD WW wo 


AA” XX =” . =» 


SAMSON AGONISTES, gr 
And now at nearer view, no other certain 
Than Dalila thy Wiſe. 


Samſ. My Wife! my trayt'reſs, let her not come near me. 


Cbor. Yet on ſhe moves, now ſtands and eyes thee ſix d. 
About t'have ſpoke, but now, with head declin'd, 
Like a fair flow'r ſurcharg'd with dew, ſhe weeps, 
And words addreſs d ſeem into tears diſſolv d, 
Wetting the borders of her filken veil: 730 
But now again ſhe mak es addreſs to ſpeak. 


Dal. With doubtful feet and wavering reſolution 
| came, ſtill dreading thy diſpleaſure, Samſon, 
Which to have mecited, without excuſe, 
| cannot but acknowledge; yet if tears 735 
May expiate (though the fact more evil drew 
[1 the perverſe event than I foreſaw) 
My penance hath not flacken'd, though my pardon 
No way aſſur d· But conjugal affection 
Prevailing over fear, and timorous doubt 949 
Hath led me on deſirous to behold 
Once more thy face, and know of thy eſtate. » 
If aught in my ability may ſerve 
To lighten what thou ſuffer'ſt, and appeaſe 
Thy mind with what amends is in my pow'ry 745 
Though late, yet in ſome part to recompence 
My raſh, but more unfortunate miſdeed. 


Samſ. Out, out, Hyæna; theſe are thy wonted arts, 
And arts of ev'ry woman falſe like thee, 
To break all faith, all vows, deceive, betray, 750 
Then as repentant to ſubmit, beſeech, 
And reconcilement move with fcign'd remorſe, 
Confeſs, and promiſe wonders in her change, 
Not truly penitent, but chief to try 
Her Huſband, how far urg'd his patience bears, 755 
Ws virtue or weakneſs which way to aſſail: = | 
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Then with more cautious and inſtructed fill 
Again tranſgreſſes, and again ſubmits ; 

That wiſeſt and beſt men full oft beguil'd, 
With goodneſs principled not to rejet 

The penitent, but ever to forgive, 

Are drawn to wear out miſerable days, 
Entangl d with a pois'nous boſon ſnake, 

If not by quick deſtruction ſoon cut off 

As I by thee, to Ages an example. 


Dal. Yet hear me, Sampſon z not that I endeavour 
To leſſen or extenuate my offence, 
But that on th" other ſide if it be weigh'd 
By itſelf, with aggravations not ſurcharg'd, 
Or elſe with juſt allowance counterpois d, 770 
I may, if poſſible, thy pardon find 
The eaſier towards me, or thy hatred leſs. 
Firſt granting, as I do, it was a weakneſs 
In me, but incident to all our ſex, 
Curioſity, inquiſitive, importune 715 
Of ſecrets, then with like infirmity 
To publiſh them, both common female faults : 
Was it not weakneſs alſo to make known 
For importunity, that is, for naught, 
Whercin conſiſted all thy ſtrength and ſafety? 786 
To what I did thou ſhewed'ſt me firſt the way. | 
But I to enemies reveal'd, and ſhould not; 
Nor ſhould'ſt thou have truſted that to woman's frailty : 
Ere I to thee, thou to thyſelf waſt cruel. 
Let weakneſs then with weakneſs come to parl 
So near related, or the ſame of kind, 
Thine forgive mine; that men may cenſure thine 
The gentler, if ſeverely thou exact not A 
More ſtrength from me, than in thyſelf was found. 
And what if love, which thou interpret'ſt hate, 
The jealouſy of love, powerful of ſway 
In human hearts, nor leſs in mine tow rds thee, 


Caus'd what I did? I ſaw thee mutable 
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Of fancy, fear'd leſt one day thou would ſt leave me 

As her at Timna, ſought by all means therefore 795 
How to endear, and hold thee to me firmeſt : 

No better way I ſaw than þy importuning 

| To learn thy ſecrets, get into my pow'r 

Thy key of ſtrength and ſafety : thou wilt ſay, * 

Why then reveal'd? I was aſſur'd by thoſe boo 
Who tempted me, that nothing was deſign'd 

Againſt thee but ſafe cuſtody, and hold: 

That made for me, I knew that liberty 

Would draw thee forth to perilous enterpriſes, 

While I at home ſate full of cares and fears 805 
Wailing thy abſence in my widow d bed: 

Here I ſhould till enjoy thee day and night 

Mine and Love's pris ner, not the Philiſtins, 

Whole to myſelf, unhazarded abroad, 

Fearleſs at home of partners in my love. $10 
Theſe reaſons in love's law have paſt for good, 

Though fond and reaſonleſs to ſome perhaps; 

And love hath oft, well meaning, wrought much woe, 

Yet always pity or pardon hath obtain'd: 

Be not unlike all others, not a uſtere drs 
As thou art ſtrong, inflexible as ſteel, 

If thou in ſtrength all mortals doſt exceed, 

la uncompaſſionate anger do not ſo. 


73 


Samſ. How cunningly the Sorcereſs diſplays 
Her own tranſgreſſions, to upbraid me mine? $20 
That malice not repentance brought thee hither, 
By this appears: I gave, thou ſay'ſt, th' example, 
I led the way, bitter reproach, but true, 
I to myſelf was falſe ere thou to me, 
Such pardon therefore as I give my folly, 825 
Take to thy wicked deed: which when thou ſeeſt 
Impactial, ſelf-ſevere, inexorable, | 
Thou wilt renounce thy ſeeking, and much rather 
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Conſeſs it feigned: weakneſs is thy excuſe, 
And ] believe it, weakneſs torefiſt 

Pbiliſti an gold: if weakneſs may excuſe, 

What murtherer, what traitor, parricide, 
Inceſtuous, ſacrilegious, but may plead it? 

All wickedneſs is weakneſs: that plea therefore 
With God or Man will gain thee no remiſſion. 

But love conſtrain'd thee z call it furious rage 

To ſatisfy thy luſt: Love ſeeks to have love; 

My love how cou'dſt thou hope, who took'ſt the way 
To raiſe in me inexpiable hate, 

Knowing, as needs I muſt, by thee betray d; 

In vain thou ſtriv'ſt to cover ſhame with ſhame, 
For by evaſions thy crime uncover'ſt more. 


Dal. Since thou determin'ſt weakneſs for no plea 
Inman or woman, though to thy own condemning, 
Hear what aſſaults I had, what ſnares beſides, 
What fieges girt me round, ere I conſented ; 

Which might have aw d the beſt reſolv'd of Men, 
The conſtanteſt, to have yielded without blame. 

It was not Gold, as to my charge thou lay'ſt, 

That wrought with me: thou know'ſt the Magiſtrates, 
And Princes of my Country came in perſon, 
Solicited, commanded, threatn'd, urg'd, 

Adjur'd by all the bonds of civil duty 

And of Religion, preſs'd how juſt it was 

How honourable, how glorious to entrap 

A common enemy, who had deſtroy'd 

Such numbers of our Nation: and the Prieſt 
Was not behind, but ever at my ear, 

Preaching how meritorious with the Gods 

It would be to enſnare an irreligious 

Diſhonourer of Dagon: what had I 

Tꝰ oppoſe againſt ſuch pow'rful arguments? 

Only my love of thee held long debate, 

| And combated in Glence all their reaſons 


* 
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wich hard conteſt; at length that grounded maxim, 
80 rife and celebrated in the mouths 

Of viſeſt men, that to the publick good 

Private reſpects muſt yield; with grave authority 
Took full poſſeſſion of me, and prevail'd ; 
Virtue, as I thought, truth, duty ſo enjoyning. 
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Sanſ. I thought where all thy circling wiles would end; 


Iafeign'd Religion; (mooth hypocriſy. 
But had thy love, ſtill odiouſly pretended, 


geen, as it ought, fincere, it wou'd have taught thee 


Fx other reaſonings, brought forth other deeds. 

| before all the daughters of my Tribe 

And of my Nation choſe thee from among 

My enemies, lov'd thee, as too well thou knew'ſt, 

Too well, unboſom'd all my ſecrets to thee, 

Not out of levity, but over-pow'r'd 

by thy requeſt, who could deny thee nothing; 

Tet now am judg'd an enemy. Why then 

Daſt thou at firſt receive me for thy Huſband? 

Then, as fince then, thy Country's foe profeſt : 

ling once a Wife, for me thou waſt to leave 

Prents and country; nor was I their ſubjet, 

Nor under their protection, but my on; 

Thou mine, not theirs : if aught againſt my life 

Thy Country ſought of thee, it ſought unjuſtly, 

Aunſt the law of nature, law of nations, 

No more thy country, but an impious crew 

0f men conſpiring to uphold their State 

y worſe than hoſtile deeds, violating the ends 

For which our Country is a name ſo dear; 

Not therefore to be obey d- But zeal mov'd thee: 

Topleaſe thy Gods thou didſt it; Gods unable 

T' acquit themſelves and proſecute their foes 

But by ungodly deeds, the contradiftion 

Of their own deity, Gods they cannot be; 

Les therefore to be pleas d, obey d, or fear'd. 
Re 
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Theſe falſe pretexts and varniſh'd colours failing, 
Bare in thy guilt, how foul! muſt thou * 


Dal. K 
Goes by che worſe, whatever be her cauſe. 


San For want of words no doubt, or lack of breath, 90 f 


Witneſs when I was worried with thy peaks 


Dal. I wasa fool, too raſh, and quite miſtaken 
In what I thought would have ſucceeded beſt 
Let me obtain forgiveneſs of thee, Samſon, 
Afford me place to ſhew what recompence 
Towards thee I intend, for what I have miſdone, 
Miſguided; only what remains paſt cure 
Bear not too ſenſibly, nor ſtill inſiſt 
T' aMiQt thyſelf in vain: though ſight be loſts 
Life yet hath many ſolaces, enjoy'd 
Where other ſenſes want not their delights. 
At home in leiſure and domeſtick eaſe, 
Exempt from many a care and chance, to which 
Eye ſight expoſes daily men abroad. 
Ito the Lords will intercede, not doubting 
Their favourable ear, that I may fetch thee 
From forth this Joathſome priſon - houſe, t' abide 
With me, where my redoubl'd love and care 
With nurſing diligence, to me glad office, _ 
May ever tend about thee to old age 
With all things grateful chear'd, and ſo ſupply'd, - 
That what by me thou haſt loſt thou leaſt ſhalt miſs, 


Samſ. No, no, of my condition take no care; 
It fits not; thou and I long fince are twain z 
Nor think me ſo unwary or accurſt, 
To bring my ſeet again into the ſnare 
Where once I had been caught: I know thy trains, 
Though dearly to my coſt, thy ginns, and toiks ; 
Thy fair enchanted cup, and warbling chars 
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xo more on me have pow'r, their force is aul, 835 
So much of adders wiſdom I have learnt * 
To fence my ear againſt thy ſorceries. 

If in my flower of youth and ſtrength, when all me 
Lov'd, honour'd, fear'd me, thou alone could'ſt hae me 
Thy Huſband, flight me, ſell me, and forego me, " 948 
How would'ſt thou uſe me now, blind, and thezehy ? | * 
Deceivable, in moſt things as child | 
Helpleſs, thence eaſily contemn'd, and ſeorn'd, 

And laſt negle&ed? How would'Fthow inſult, . | 
When I muſt live uxorious to thy will 948 


ſa perfect thraldom, how again betray me, 7 
learing my words and doings to the Lords, | 
To gloſs upon, and cenſuring, frown or ſmile? v/ 

This goal I count the houſe of liberty. 

Tothine, whoſe doors my feet ſhall never enter. 956 


Dal. Let me approach at leaſt and touch thy hand. | 


Samſ. Not for thy life, leſt fierce remembrance wake | 

My ſudden rage. to tear thee joint by joint. 

kt diſtance I forgive thee, go with that; | 
bewail thy falſehood, and the pigus works 853 
| hath brought forth to make thee memorable | 
Among illuſtrious Women, faithful Wives: , 
Cheriſh thy haſtn'd widowhood with the gold 
Of matrimonial treaſon: ſo farewel, 


Dal. I fee thou art implacable; more deaf . - | 950 
To pray'rs than winds and ſeas; yet winds to ſeas 
Arereconcil'd at length, and ſea to ſhore: 

Thy anger unappeaſable, ſtill rages, 
Rernal ternpeſt never to be calm d. Lach 
Why do I humble thus myſelf, and ſuing | 96g 
For peace, reap nothing but repulſe and hate? | 
Did go with evil omen, and the brand 
Of infamy upon my name denounc'd. 
To mix with thy conceraments I deſiſt - 

, Rez Hemxgfotthy 
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Henceforth, nor too much diſapprove my own. 
Fame, if not double-fac'd is double- mouth d, 
And with contrary blaſt proclaims moſt deeds ; 
On both his wings, one black, the other white, 
Bears greateſt names in his wild airy flight. 

My name, perhaps among the circumcis'd 

In Dan, in Judah, and the bordering Tribes, 
To all poſterity may ſtand defam'd, 

With malediction merition'd, and the blot 

Of falſehood moſt unconjugal traduc'd : | 

But in my country where I moſi defire, 

In Ecron, Gaza, Aſdod, and in Gath 

I ſhall benam'd amongſt the famouſeſt 

Of Women, ſung at ſolemn feſtivals, 

Living and dead recorded) who to fave 

Her Country from a fierce deſtroyer, choſe 
Above the faith of wedlock-bands, my tomb 
With odours viſited and annual flow'rs, 

Not leſs renown'd than in Mount Ephraim, 
Yael, who with inhoſpitable guile 

Smote S:ſera ſleeping, through the temples nail'd. 
Nor ſhall I count it heinous to enjoy 

The publick marks of honour and reward 

| Conferr'd upon me, for the piety | 

Which to my Country I was judg'd to have ſhewn. 
At this whoever envies or repines 

L leave him to his lot, and like my own. 


\ 


bor. She's gone, a maniſeſt ſerpent by her ſting 


Diſcover'd in the end, till now conceal'd. 


Sani. So let her go, God ſent her to debaſe me, 
And aggravate my folly, who committed 

Jo ſuch a viper his moſt ſacred truſt 

Of ſecrefie, my ſafety, and my life. - 
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Chor. Yet beauty, though injurious, hath ſtrange pow'r, 


After offence returning, to regain 


Love 
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Love once poſſeſt, nor can be eaſily 1005 
Repulſt, without much inward paſſion felt 1 
And ſecret fling of amorous remorſe. | - 


Samſ. Love quarrels oft in pleaſing concord end; 
Not wedlock-treachery endang'ring life. 


Cbor. It is not virtue, wiſdom, valour, wit, 1010 
Strength, comlineſs of ſhape, or ampleſt merit . 
That Woman's love can win or long inherit; 

But what it is, hard is to ſay, 

Harder to hit, 

(Which way ſoever Men refer it) 1015 
Much like thy riddle, Samſon, in one day 
0+ ſeven, though one ſhould muſing fit; 

If any of theſe, or all, the e bride 
Had not ſo ſoon preſerr d | 
Thy Paranymph, worthleſs they coyer's, 1020 
Succeſſor in thy bed, 

Nor both ſo looſly diſally d HA ; 
Their nuptials, L 

Hz ſhorn the fatal harveſt of thy bead: 

b; it for that ſuch outward ornament 102g 
Ws laviſh d on their ſex, that inward gifts | 
Were left for haſte unfiniſh'd, judgment ſoant, 

Capacity not rals'd to apprehend, * 

Or value what is beſt ; 

n choice, but ofteſt to affect the wrong? 1930 
Or was too much of ſelf-love mixt, ' 

Of conſtancy no root infix'd, 

That either they love nothing, or not long? 

Whate'er it be, to wiſeſt Men and beft 
Seeming at firſt all heav'nly under virgin veil 1935 
Soft, modeſt, meek; demure, bas 
Once join'd, the contrary ſhe proves, a thorn 
Inteſtine, war within defenſive arms, 

A cleaving miſchief, in his way to virtue 
Adverſe and tarbules, or by her charms $040 
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Draws him awry enſlar d * 

With dotage, and his ſenſe deprav'd, 

To folly and ſhameful deeds which ruin ends. 
What Pilot ſo expert but needs muſt wreck, 


Embarq'd with fuck a Steers- -mate at the bein? | 


: Favyour'd of Heav'n who finds 
One virtuous, rarely found, 
in domeſtick good combines . 
Happy that houſe! his way to peace is ſmooth : 
But Virtue which breaks through all oppoſition, 
And all temptation can remove, 
Moſt ſhines and moſt is acceptable above. 
Therefore God's univerſal Law | 
Gave to the Man deſpotick power 
Over his Female in due awe, 
Nor from that right to part an — 
Smile ſhe or lowre: 
So ſhall he leaſt confuſion draw 
On whoſe whole life, not ſway'd 
By female uſurpation, or difmay'd. 
But had we beſt retire, I ſee a ſtorm? 


l Samſ. Fair days have oſt contracted wind and rains, 


ff $1579 4 nc 217 
C bor. But this another kind of tempeſt brings. 


r Son) n ade ey ridding days ae pſt 


Chor. Lock now for no incha ting voice, nor ſeat 


The bait of honied word; a rougher tongue 
Draws hitherward, I know bim by bis ſtride, 
The Giant Harepbs, of Gath, his look 
Haughty, as is his pile high-built and proud. 


Comes he in peace? what wind hath blown him hither 


0 


1 leſs eonjecture, than when firſt I ſaw *© 
The ſumptuous Dali/a, floating this way : 
oy carries * 25 2 defiance, 
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San. Or peace or not, alike to me he comes. 


Cor. His fraught we ſoon ſhall know, he now arrives. 107g 


Har. I come not, Samſon, to condole thy chance, 

As theſe perhaps, yet wiſh it had not been, 

Though for no friendly intent. I am of Gath, 

Men call me Harapha, of ſtock renown'd 

As Og or Anak and the Emims old 10890 
That Kiriathaim held, thou know't me now 

If thou at all art known. Much have I heard 

Of thy prodigious might and feats perform'd, 

Incredible to me, in this diſpleas'd, 

That I was never preſent ip the place 1085 
Of thoſe encounters, where we might have try d 

Each others force in candÞ or liſted field: 

And now am come to ſee of whom ſuch noiſe 

Hath walk'd about, and each limb to ſurvey, 

If thy appearance anſwer loud report. 1099 


San. The way to know were not to ſee but taſte, 


Har. Doſtthou already fingle me? Ithought 
Gieves and the Mill had tam'd thee. O that fortune 
Had brought me to the field, where thou art fam'd 
To have wrought ſuch wonders with an Aſſes jaw 3 
I ſhould have forc'd thee ſoon with other arms, 

Or left thy carcaſs where the Aſs lay thrown : 

80 had the glory of prowels been recover d 

To Palſtine, won by a Philiftin 

From the unfore-ſkin'd race, of whom thou bear ſt 1199 
The higheſt name for valiant acts; that honour 
Certain to have won by mortal duel from thee, 


T loſe, prevented by thy eyes put out. 


$amſ. Boaſt not of what thou would'ſt have done, but do 
What then thou wouldſt, thou ſeeſt it in thy hand. 
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Har. To combat with a blind Man I diſdain, 
And thou haſt need much waſhing to be touch'd. 


Samſ. Such uſage as your hononrable Lords 

Afford me, aſſaſſinated and betray'd, 

Who durſt not with their whole united pow'rs 1110 
In fight withſtand me ſingle and unarm'd, 

Nor in the houſe with chamber ambuſhes 
Cloſe-banded durſt attack me, no not ſleeping, 

Till they had hir'd a Woman with their gold, 

Breaking her marriage faith to circumvent me. 1175 
Therefore without feign'd ſhifts let be aſſign'd 

Some narrow place enclos'd, where ſight may give thee 

Or rather flight, no great advantage on me; 

Then put on all thy gorgeous arms, thy helmet 

And brigandine of braſs, thy broad habergeon, 1120 
Vant-braſs, and greves, and gauntlet, and thy ſpear 

A weavers beam, and ſeven-times-folded ſhield ; 
I only with an oak'n-ſtaff will meet thee, 
And raiſe ſuch out-cries on thy clatter'd iron, | 
Which long ſhall not with - hold me from thy head, 1123 
That in a little time while breath remains thee, 
Thou oft ſhall wiſh thy ſelf at Cath, to boaſt 
Again in ſafety whatthou wouldſt have done 
To Samſon, but ſhalt never ſee Gath more. 


Har. Thou durſt not thus diſparage glorious arms 1130 
Which greateſt heroes have in battle worn, 
Their ornament and ſafety, had not ſpells 
And black enchantments, ſome Magicians art, 
Arm'd thee or charm'd thee ſtrong, which thou from heav'n 
Feign'dſt at thy birth was giv'n thee in thy hair, 1135 
Where ſtrength can leaſt abide, though all thy hairs 
Were briſtles rang'd like thoſe tbat ridge the back 
Ot chat'd wild Boars, or rufM'd Porcupines: 


Samſ. I know no ſpells, uſe no forbidden arts z 
My truſt is in the living God, who gave me 
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At my nativity this ſtrength, diffus d 
No leſs through all my finews, joints and bones, 
Than thine, while I preſerv'd theſe locks unſhorn, 
The pledge of my unviolated vow. | 
For proof hereof, if Dagon be thy God, 
Go to his Temple, invocate his aid 
With ſolemneſt devotion, ſpread before him 
How highly it concerns his glory now 
To fruſtrate and diſſolve theſe magick ſpells, 
Which I to be the power of Iſrae!'s God 
Avow, and challenge Dagon to the teſt, 
Of'ring to combat thee his Champion bold, 
With th'utmoſt of his Godhead ſeconded : 
Then thou ſhalt ſee, or rather to thy ſorrow 
Soon feel, whoſe God is ſtrongeſt, thine or mine. 


Har. Preſume not on thy God, whatt'er he be, 
Thee he regards not, owns not, hath cut off 
Quite from his people, and deliver'd up 
lato thy Enemies hand, permitted them 
To put out both thine eyes, and fetter'd ſend thee 
Into the common priſon, there to grind 
Among the Slaves and Aſes thy comrades, 

As good for nothing elſe, no better ſervice 


With thoſe thy boiſt'rous locks, no worthy match 


For valour to aſſail, nor by the {yrord 
Of noble Warriour, ſo to ſtain his honour, 
But by the Barbers razor beſt ſubdu d. 


Samſ. All theſe indignities, for ſuch they are 
From thee, theſe evils I deſerve and more, 
Acknowleige them from God, inflifted on me 
Juſtly, yet deſpair not of his final pardon, 
Whoſe ear is ever open, and his eye 
Gracious to re- admit the ſupplicant 
In confidence whereof I once again 
Defie thee to the trial of mortal fight 
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By combat to decide whoſe God is God, 
Thine or vm f with rael's Sons pdore. 


Har. Fair honour that thou doſt thy God, in truſting 
He will accept thee to defend his cauſe, 1180 
A Murderer, a Revolter, and a Robber 


Samſ. Tongue doughty Giant how n. metheſe? 


Hlar. Is not thy Nation ſubject to our Lords? 
Their Magiſtrates confeſt i it, when they took thee 
As a league breaker and deliver d bound 1185 
Into our hands; for hadſt thou not committed 
Notorious murther on thoſe thirty Men 


At Allalin, who never did thee harm, 


Then like a Robber, ſtrip'dſt them of their robes? 
The Phillfint, when thou hadſt broke the league, 
Went up with arm'd pow'rs thee only ſecking, 
Te others did no violence net ſpoil, 


* 


Samſ. Among the daughters of the Philifins 

I choſe a Wife, which artzu d me no ſoe; 

And in your City held my nuptial feaſt: 1195 
But your ill mearing politician Lords, s 
Vader pretence of bridal friends and gueſts, 

Appointed to await me thirty ſpies, 

Who threatening'cruel death conſtrain'd the Bride 

To wring from me and tell to them my ſecret, 1200 
That ſolw d the riddle which I had propos d. 

When I perceiv'd all ſet on enmity, 

As on my enemies, where ever chanc 'd, 

I us'd hoſtility, and took their ſpoil, | 

To pay my underminers in their coin. 2205 


| My Nation was ſubjected to your Lords; | 


It was the force of conqueſt ; force with force 


"Is well ejected when the conquer d can. 
_ Pur laprirateparſon, whom my Country 
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As a league-bearer gave up bound, preſum'd 
Single rebellion and did hoſtile acts. . 
I was no private but a perſon rais'd 
With ſtrength ſufficient and command from Heay'n 
To free my country z if their ſervile minds 
Me their deliverer ſent would not receive, 
But to their Maſters gave me up for naught, 1215 
Th' unworthier they z whence to this day they ſerve. 1 
I was to do my part from Heav'n aſſign'd, ' 
And had perform'd it if my known offence 
Had not diſabl'd me, not all your force: 
Theſe ſhifts refuted, anſwer thy — 1220 
Though by his blindneſs maim'd for high attempts, 5 
Who now defies thee thrice to ſingle fight, | 
As a petty enterpriſe of ſmall enforce. 


Har. With thee, a Man condemn'd, a Slave enrol'd, 


Due by the law to capital puniſhment ? _ 
To fight with thee'no Man of arins will deign. + 


Samſ. Cam ſt thou for this, vain boaſter, to ſurvey me, 
To deſcant on my ſtrength, and give thy verdi> 
Come nearer, part not hence ſo flight inſorm'd; 
But take good heed my hand ſurvey not thee. 1230 


Har. @ Baal-zebub ! can my ears unus'd 
* diſhonours, and not render Geet? 


Sam. No Man with-holds thee, nothing from thy hand 
Fear I incurable ; bring up thy van, 
My heels are fetter'd, emp dee free. 1235 
— 


Har, eee 
San. Go baffl d coward, leſt I run upon thec, 


Though in theſe chains, bulk without ſpirit vaſt, 
Ard with one buet lay thy ſtrufture low, © © | 
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Or ſwing thee in the air, then daſh thee down 
To th hazard of thy brains and ſhatter d fides. 


Har. By Aftaroth ere long thou ſhalt lament 
Theſe braveries, in irons loaden on thee. 


. Chor. His Giantfhip is gone ſomewhat creſt-fall'n, | 
Stalking with leſs unconſcionable ſtrides, 1245 
And lower looks, but in aſultrie chafe. | a 


Samſ. I dread him not, dor all his Giane- 
Fhoygh fame divulg'd him Father of five Sons 
All of gigantick fize, Go/iab chief, | 


Chor. He will directly to che Lords, I fear, 
And with malicious counſel ſtir them up 
Some way or other farther to afflit thee, 


Samſ. He muſt alledge ſome cauſe, and offered fight 
Will not dare mentiou, leſt a queſtion riſe 
Whether he durſt accept the offer or not ; 1265 
And that he durſt not plain enough appear'd. 
Much more affliction than already felt, 
They cannot well impoſe, nor I ſuſtain, 
If they intend advantage of my labours, 
The work of many hands, which earns my keeping 1260 
With no ſmall profitdaily to my owners, _ 
But come what will, my deadlieſt fae will prove 
My ſpeedieſt friend, by-death to rid me hence, 
The worſt that he can give, to me the beſt. 
Vet fo it may fall out, becauſe their end 1263 
Þ hate, not help to me, it may with mine 5 
Draw their own ruin who attempt the deed. 


Cher. Oh how comely it is, and how reviving 
To the Spirits of juſt men long oppreſt "267 
When God into the hands of * ee 1270 


Puts inviacible wy 
To 
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To quell the mighty of the Earth, th oppreſſor, 
The brute and boiſt'rous force of violent men, 
Hardy and induſtrious to ſupport 
Tyrannick power, but raging to purſue 
The righteous and all ſuch as honour Truth; 
Ae all their Ammunition 
And feats of War defeats 
With plain heroick magnitude of mind 
And celeſtial vigour arm'd, 
Their Armories and Magazins contemns, 
Renders them uſeleſs, while 
With winged expedition, 
Swift as the light'ning glance, he executes 
His errand on the wicked, who ſurpriz d 
Loſe their defence, diſtracted and amaz'd 
But patience is more oft the exerciſe 
Of Saints, the trial of their fortitude, 
Making them each his own deliverer, 


And victor over all 
That tyranny or fortune can inflit. 
Ether of theſe is in thy lot, 


lamſon, with might endu'd 
kbove the Sons of men z but fight bereav'd 
May chance to number thee with thoſe ' 
Whompatience finally muſt crown. 
This Idol's day hath been to thee no day of reſt, 
labouring thy mind 
More than the working day thy hands. 

And yet perhaps more trouble is behind. 
for I deſcry this way 
Some other tending, in his hand 
A Scepter or quaint ſtaff he bears, 
By his habit I diſcern him now 
A publick Officer, and now at hand, 
Hs meſſage will be ſhort and voluble. 
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18 SAMSON Abos TE. 
Of. Hebrews the pris'ner Samſon here Leek. 


Chyr. His manaces remark him there he fits. 


p 
T 
T 
J 


. Of. Samſon, to thee our Lords thus bid me faxz = 1416 
This day to Dagon is a ſolemn feaſt, | 


With ſacrifices, triumph, pomp and games 
* they know furpaſing human race, 
ſome publick proof thereof require &* (& 
To honour this great feaſt, and great aſſembly ; 1315 
Riſe therefore with all ſpeed and come along, 


Where I will ſee thee heartn'd and freſh clad 
To appear as fits before th” illuſtrious Lords. 


* 


Samſ. Thou kriow't I am an Hebrezv, therefore tell them 
Our Law forbids at their religious rites 1320 
My preſence ; for that cauſe I cannot come. 
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Off This anſwer, be afſur'd, will not content chem. 


Samſ. Have they not Sword players, and ev'ry fort 
Of gymnick artiſts, wreſtlers, riders, runners, = 
Juglers and dancers, anticks, mummers, mimicks, 
But they muſt pick me out with ſhackles tit d, 

And over-labour'd at their publick mill, 

To make them ſport with blind activity? 

Do they not ſeek occaſion of new quarrels 
On my refuſal to diſtreſs me more, 

Or make a game of my calamities? 

Retur the way than cam'lt, I will not come. 


eee 


72 Regard thy ſelf this will offend them highly. 


1 


Samſ. My ſelf? my conſciedte and Gel fence. 5 
Can they think me ſo broken, ſo debas d 1335 
With corporal ſervitude, that my mind ever 
Will condeſcend to ſuch abſurd commands? 
Altbough their drudge, to be their fool or jeſter, 
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Andin my midſt of ſorrow and heart-grief | 5» 
To bew them feats, and play before their God, 1340 


Tye worſt of all indignities, yet on me 
jok'4rith extrerne conrenpt? owe peer 


Off My meſlge was impor'® on we with ſpeeds 
Brooks no delay: is this thy cen? 


Saf; So take it with what ſpeed thy Ae needs. 1348 
Off. I am ſorry what this ſtoutneſs will produce. 


Sanſ. Perhaps thou ſhalt have cauſe to ſorrow indeed. 


Chor. Conſider, Samſon, matters now are ſtrain'd - 
Upto the heighth, whether to hold or break; 
les gone, and who knows how he may report 139 
Thy words, by adding fuel to the flame? 
kipeRt another meſſage more imperious, 
More lordly thund'ring than thou well wilt bear. 


Samſ. Shall I abuſe this conſecrated gift 
0f ſtrength, again returning with my haie 
After my great tranfgreſſion, ſo requite 
four renew'd, and add a greater fig. 

y proſtituting holy things to Idols, 
 Nazarite in place abominable 

Vaunting my ſtrength in honour to their Dagon F 1460 
keides, how vile, contemptible,- ridiculous, | 
What act mote execrably unclean, prophane? 


Chor; Yet with this irength thou ſerv'ſt the Philiftinry 
uncircumcis'd, unclean, 


Honeſt and lawful to deſerve my food 


bf thoſe who have me in their dil pow'r, 


cher. 


1353 


$anſ: Not in their 1dol-worſhip, but by labour © 336 
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Chor. Where the heart joins not, outward acts defile not- 


Samſ. Where outward ſorce conſtrains, the ſentence holds, 
But who conſtrains me to the Temple of Dagon, 1370 
Not dragging? the Philifiian Lords command, 
Commands are no conſtraints. If I obey them, 

Ido it freely, vent'ring to diſpleaſe 
Set Cod behind: whigh in his jealouſie . 1373 
Shall never, unrepented, find fargiveneſ«. 


Chor. Yet that he may diſpenſe with me or thee 
Preſent in Temples at idolatrous rites 
For ſome important cauſe, thou need'ſt not doubt. 
How thou wilt here come off ſurmounts my reach. 1380 


Samſ. Be of good courage, I begin to feel 
Some rouzing motions itt me which diſpoſe 
To ſomething extraordinary my thoughts. 
Iwith this Meſſenger will go along, 
Nothing to do, be ſure, that may diſhonour 1385 
Our Law, or ſtain my vow of Nazarite. 
If there be aught of preſage in the mind, 
This day will be remarkable in my life 
By ſome great act, or of my days the laſt. 


Cer. In time thou haſt reſoly'd, the min returns. 


. Off. Sampſon, this ſecond meſſage from our Lords 
To thee I am bid ſay. Art thou our Slave, 

Our Captive, at the publick mill our drudge, 

And dar'ſt thou at our ſending and command 
Diſpute thy coming? come without delay z 

Or we ſhall find ſuch engines to aſſail 

And hamper thee, as thou ſhalt come of force, 
Though thou art firmlicr fafta'd than a rock. 
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Jamſ. I could be well content to try their art, 
Which to no few of them would prove pernicious. 1400 
Yet knowing their advantages too many, 
Becauſe they ſhall not trail me through their ſtreets 
Like a wild beaſt, I am content to go. 


Maſters commands come with a power reſiſtleſs | v 
Toſuch as owe them abſolute ſubjection; 1405 9 
And fora life who will not change his purpoſe? f 
(So mutable are all the ways of men) A 1 
Let this be ſure, in nothing to comply | 
Scandalous or forbidden in our Law. , 18% 
[ 
Off. I praiſe thy reſolution z dofF theſe links: 1410 | | 


By this compliance thou wilt win the Lords = 
To favour, and perhaps to ſet thee free. uy 


Samſ. Brethren farewel, your company along 
I will not wiſh, leſt it perhaps offend them 


i* 
| 
F 
To ſee me girt with friends and how the Gghe 1415 1 4 
Of me as of a common enemy, ; it, 
80 dreaded once, may now exaſperate them 2 
I know.not: Lords are lordlieſt in their wine z * * 
And the well · fea ſted Prieſt then ſooneſt fir'd | | 
With zeal, if aught Religion ſeem concern'd: 1420 LIE 
No leſs the people on their holy-days it 
Impetuous, inſolent, unquenchable. 
Happen what may, of me expect to hear 
Nothing diſhonourable, impure, unworthy 
Our God, our Law, my Nation or myſelſ, 1425 
The laſt of me or no I cannot warrant. 1 ＋ 


Chor. Go, and the Holy One 
Of Iſrael be thy guide 
To what may ſerve his glory beſt,” and ſpread his name 
Great among the Heathen round 1430 
Send the Angel of thy birth to ſtand 
Faſt by thy fide, who from thy Father's field 
Rode up in flames after his meſſage told 

Ff of 5 
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Of thy conception, and be now a ſhield 

Of. fire ; that Spirit that firſt ruſht on thee 

In the camp of Dan, 

Be efficacious in thee now at need. 

For never was from Heaven imparted 

Meaſure of ſtrength ſo grear to mortal ſeedy 

As in thy wond'rous actions hath been ſeen. 

But wherefore comes old Manoa infuch haſte 
With youthful ſteps? much livelier than ere while 
He ſeems : ſuppoſing here to find his Son, 

Or of him bringing to us ſome glad news? 


1435 


1440 


Man. Peace with you, Brethren, my inducement hither 1445 


Was not at preſent here to find my Son, 

By order of the Lords new parted hence, 

To come and play before them at their Feaſt, 

I heard all as I came, the city rings 

And numbers thither flock, I had no will, 

Leſt I ſhould fee him forc'd to things unſeemly, 
But that which mov'd my coming now, was chiefly 
To give you part with me what hope I have 

With good ſucceſs to work his liberty. 


Chor. That hope would much rejoyce us to partake 
With thee, ſay, reverend Sire, wethirſt to hear. 


Man. I have attempted one by one the Lords 
Either at home, or through the high ſtreet paſſing, 


With ſupplication prone and Fathers tears 


T' accept of ranſom for my Son their pris ner. 
Some much averſe I found and wondrous harſh, 
Contemptuous, proud, ſet on revenge and ſpite z 
That part moſt reverenc'd Dagon and his prieſts. 
Others more moderate feeming, but their aim 
Private reward, for which both God and State 
They eaſily would ſet to ſale; a third 


More generous far and civil, who confeſs d 


They had enough reyeng'd, having reduce d 


1450 


1455 


1460 


1465 


Their 
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Their foe to miſery beneath their fears, a 1 
The reſt was magnanimity to remit, 1470 | 1 
If ſome convenient ranſom was propos'd. E 
What noiſe or ſhout was that? it tore the ſkie | 


435 


Chor. Doubtleſs the people ſhouting to behold [i 
Their once great dread, captive, and blind before them, | 1 
Or at ſome proof of ſtrength before them ſhown. 147g 0 


Man. His ranſom, if my whole inheritance | 
May compaſs it, ſhall willingly be paid W 
And number'd down: much rather I ſhall chuſe 1 
To live the pooreſt in my Tribe, than richeſt, 1 
And he in that calamitous priſon leſt. 24%0 * 
No, I am fixt not to part hence without him; | 
For his redemption all my patrimony, 

If need be, I am ready to forego 
Aud quit: not wanting him, I ſhall want nothing. 


45 


Chor. Fathers are wont to lay up for their Sons, 148g 
Thou ſor thy Son art bent to lay out all 
Sons wont to nurſe their Parents in old age, 

Thou in old age car'ſt how to nurſe thy Son. 


Made older than thy age through eye · ſight loſt. 


Man. It ſhall be my delight to tend his eyes, 1490 
And view him fitting in the houſe, ennobl'd 
With all thoſe high exploits by him atchiev'd, 
And on his ſhoulders waving down thoſe locks, 
That of a Nation arm'd the ſtrength contain'd : 
And I perſuade me God hath not permitted 1495 
His ſtrength again to grow up with his hair 
Garriſon'd round about him like a Camp 
Of faithful Soldiery, were not his purpoſe 
To uſe him farther yet in ſome great ſervice, 
Not to fit idle with ſo great a gift | 1500 
Uſeleſs, and thence ridiculous about him. 1 
Ffs And 
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And ſince his ſtrength with eye · fight was not loſt, 
God will reſtore him eye-ſight to his ſtrength. 


Chor. Thy hopes are not ill founded, nor ſeem vain 
Of his delivery, and thy joy thereon _ ee 
Conceiv'd, agreeable to a Father's love, . 
In both which we, as next, participate. 


Man. I know your friendly minds and——O what noiſe! 
Mercy of Heav'n what hideous noiſe was that! ; 
Horribly loud unlike the former ſhout. 1510 


Ch:r. Noiſe call you it or univerſal groan 
As if the whole inhabitation periſh'd, 
Blood, death, and deathful deeds are in that noiſe, 
Ru n, deſtruction at the utmoſt point. 1 


Man. Of ruin indeed me-thought I heard the noiſe, 1515 
Oh it continues, they have lain my Son! 


© Cher. Thy Son is rather ſiaying them, that outcry 
From ſlaughter of one Foe could not aſcend. 


Mar. Some diſmal accident it needs muſt be; oP 
What ſhall we do, ſtay here, or run and ſee? 1526 


Chor. Beſt keep together here, leſt running thither 
We unawares run into danger's mouth. 
This evil on the Philiftins is fall'n, 
From whom could elſe a general cry be heard? 
The ſufferers then will ſcarce moleſt us here, 1525 
From other hands we need not much to fear, 
What if his eye-ſight (for to 1/rae!'s God 
Nothing is hard) by miracle reſtor'd, 
He now be dealing dole among his foes, 
And over heaps of flaughter'd walk his way? 1530 


Man. That were a joy preſumptuous to be thought. 
Cor. 


SAMSON AGon13TEs, the 


Chor. Vet God hath wrought things as incredible 
For his people of old, what hinders now? 


Man. He can I know, but doubt to think he will 
Yet hope would fain ſubſcribe and tempts belief, 1535 
Alitle ſtay will bring ſome notice hither. 
Gor. Of good or bad ſo great, of bad the ſooner ; 
For evil news rides poſt, while good news baits. 
And to our wiſh I ſee one hither ſpeeding, 


An Hebrew, as I gueſs, and of our Tribe. g 1540 N 


Ma. O whither ſhall I run, or which way flie 
The fight, of this ſo horrid ſpectac le 
Which erſt my eyes beheld, and yet behold? 
for dire imagination till purſues me. 
jut providence or inſtinct of nature ſeems, 1545 
(rreaſon though diſturb d, and ſearce conſulted, 
To have guided me aright, I know not how, 
To thee firſt reverend Manoa, and to theſe 
My countrymen, whom here I knew remaining, 
ks at ſome diſtance from the place of horror, 1550 
& inthe ſad event too much concern d. 


Man, The accident was loud, and heard before thep 
With rueful cry, yet what it was we hear not; 
No preface needs, thou ſeeſt we long to know. 


Meſ. It would burſt forth, but I recover breath, 1555 
And ſenſe diſtract, to know well what I utter. | 


Man. Tellus the ſum, the circumſtance defer. 


. Gaza yet ſtands, but all her Sons are fall'n, 
All in a moment overwhelm'd and fall'n. 


Man. Sad, but thou know 'ſt to Iſraelites not ſaddeſt 1560 


Ffy Me. 
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Maj. Feed on that firſt, there may in grief be ſurſeit. 


Man. Relate by whom. 


My. By Samſon. 


Man. That ll leſſens 
The ſorrow, and converts it nigh to joy- 


Meſſ. Ah Manoa, I refrain, too ſuddenly 
To utter what will come at laſt too ſoon 
Leſt evil tidings with too rude irruption 
Hitting thy aged ear ſhould pierce too deep. 


Man. Suſpence in news is torture, ſpeak them out. 


My. Then take the work, in brief, Samſon is dead. 2570 


Man. The worſt indeed: O all my hope's defeated 
To free him hence! but death who ſets all free 
Hath paid his ranſom now and full difcharge. 
What windy joy this day had I conceiv'd 
Hopeful of his delv'ry, which now proves 
Abortive as the firſt· born bloom of ſpring, 
Nipt with the lagging reer of winter's froſt. 
Yet ere I give the reins to grief, ſay firſt, 
How dy'd he? death to life is crown or ſhame. 
All by him fell thou ſay't, by whom fell he? 1580 
What glorious hand gave Samſon his death's wound? 


Me. Unwounded of his enemies he fell. 
Man. Weried with ſlaughter, then or how? explain. 
Ma. Ry his own hands. 


Man. Self- violence? what cauſe 
Brought him ſo ſoon at variance with himſelf 
Among his foes? 
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M-:/7. Inevitable cauſe, 
At once both to deſtroy and be deſtroyed ; 
The Edifice where all were met to fee him, 
Upon their heads and on his own he pull'd. 1590 


Man, O laſtly over-ſtrong againſt thy ſelf! 
A dreadful way thou took'ſt to thy revenge. 
More than enough we know; but while things yet 
Are in confuſion, give us if thou canſt, 
Fye-witneſs of what firſt or laſt was done, 1595 
Relation more particular and diſtin. 


M. Occafions drew me early to this City, 
And as the gates I enter d with Sun-riſc, 

The morning trumpets Feſtival proclaim'd 
Through each high ſtreet : little had I diſpatch'd, 1609 
When all abroad was rumour'd that this day 

ſamſon ſhould be brought forth to ſhew the people 

Proof of his mighty ſtrength in feats and games; 

ſorrow d at his captive ſtate, but minded 

Not to be abſent at that ſpectacle. 160 f 
The building was a ſpacious Theatre 

Half- round on two main Pillars vaulted high, 

With ſeats where all the Lords and each degree 

Of ſort, might fit in order to behold ; 

The other fide was op'n, where the throng 16 ro 
On banks and ſcaffolds under Sky might ſtand ; 

I among thoſe aloof obſcurely ſtood. 

The Feaſt and noon grew high, and facrifice 

Had fill'd their hearts with mirth, high chear and wine, 

When to their ſports they turn d. Imtmediately 1615 
Was Samſon as a publick ſervant brought, 

Intheir Rate Livery clad z before him pipes 

And timbrels, on each fide went armed guards, 

Both horſe and foot before him and behind, 

Archers, and Slingers, Cataphracts and ſpears. 1620 
At ſight of him the people with a ſhout 
Rifted the air clamouring their God with praiſe, 


T 
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Who had made their dreadful enemy their thrall. 
He patient but undaunted where they led him 
Came to the place, and what was ſet before him, 
Which without help of eye might be aſſay d, 

To heave, pull, draw, and break, he (till perform'd 
All with incredible ſtupendious force, 

None daring to appear antagoniſt. 

At length for intermiſſion ſake they led him 
Between the pillars z he his guide requeſted / 
(For ſo from ſuch as nearer ſtood we heard) 

As over-tir'd to let him lean a while 

With both his arms on thoſe two maſſie pillars, 
That to the arched roof gave main ſupport z 

He unſuſpicious led him; which when Samſon 
Felt in his arms, with head a while inclin'd, 

And eyes faſt fixt he ſtood as one who pray'd, 

Or ſome great matter in his mind revoly'd. 

At laſt with head erect thus cry d aloud, 

Hitherto, Lords, what your commands impos'd 

I have perform'd, as reaſon was, obeying, 

Nor without wonder or delight beheld: 

Now of my own accord ſuch other tryal E 

I m an to ſhew you of my ſtrength, yet greater; 
As with amaze ſhall ſtrike all who behold. _ 

This utter d, (training all his nerves he bow'd, 
As with the force of winds and waters pent, 
When mountains tremble, thoſe two maſſie pillars 
With horrible convulſion to and fro, | 
He tugg'd, he took, till down they came and drew 
The whole roof after them, with burſt of thunder 
Upon the heads of all who ſat beneath, 
Lords, Ladies, Captains, Councellors, or Prieſts, 
Their choice Nobility and flower, not only 

Of this but each Pbiliſtian City round 
Met from all parts to ſolemnize this feaſt. 
Samſon with theſe immixt, mevitably 


1625 


1640 


1645 


1650 


1655 


Pull d 


9 21 © ww > ww iy» 


PEPPLOLIACSIOz> 41 »MED o Þ WH 


45 


£0 


55 


d 


SAMS ON AGONISTES, 119 
Pull'd down the ſame deſtruttion on himſelf | 
The vulgar only * who ood without. 1660 


Cbor. O dearly-bought revenge, yet glorious! 
Living or dying thou haſt fulill'd 
The work for which thou vaſt ſoretold 
Ie Icael, and now ly'& victorous | 
Among thy lain ſelf-kill'd * TING 166g. 
Not willingly, but tang!'d in the fold hy 
ol dire neceſſity, whoſe law in death conjoin'd 
Thee with thy ſlaugliter d foes, in numbers more 
Than all thy lite had ſlain before. 


$:michor. While their hearts were jocund and ſublime, 1670 
Drunk with idolatry, drunk with wine, 

And fat regorg'd of bulls and goats, | 

Before our living Dread who dwells . | 

I Side his bright ſanctuary: 167g 
among them he a ſpirit of plurenzie ſent; 

Who hurt their minds, 

And urg'd them on with mad deſire 

To call in haſte for their deſtroyer 3 

They only ſet on ſport and play, 1680 
baweetingly importun d 

Their own deſtruction to come ſpeedy upon them. 

$0 fond are mortal men 

Fall'n into wrath divine, 

As their own ruin on themſelves t invite, 1685 
lnſenſate left, or to ſenſe reprobate, 

And with blindneſs internal truck. 


Semichor, But he though blind of fight, 
Deſpis'd and thought extinguiſh'd quite, 
With inward eyes illuminated, 1690 
His fiery virtue rouz d 
From under aſhes into ſudden flame, 
And # an ey'ning Dragon came, 
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Aſſailant on the perched rooſts, 

And neſts in order rang'd 

Of tame villatick Fowl ; but as an Eagle 
His cloudleſs thunder bolted on their heads. 
So virtue giv'n for loſt, 

Depreſt, and overthrown, as ſeem's, 
Like that ſelf-begott'n bird 

In the Arabian woods emboſt, 

That no ſecond knows nor third, 

And lay ere while a holocauſt, 

From out her aſhie womb now tee d, 
Revives, reflouriſhes, then vigorous moſt 
When moſt unactive de:m'd, 

And though her body die, her fame ſurvives, 
A ſecular Bird ages of lives. 


Man. Come, come, no time for lamentation now, 


Nor much more cauſe; Samſon hath quit himſelf 
Like Samſon, and heroickly hath finiſh'd 

A life heroick, on his Enemies 

Fully reveng'd, hath left them years of mourning, 
And lamentation to tHe Sons of Capbtor 
Through all Philiſtian bounds, To Iſrael 
Honour hath left, and freedom, let but them 
Find courage to lay hold on this occaſion: 

To himſelf and Father's houſe eternal fame; 

And whichis beſt and happieſt yet, all this 

With God not parted from him, as was fear'd, 
But favouring and aſſiſting to the end. 

Nothing is here for tears, nothing to wail 

Or knock the breaſt, no weakneſs, no contempt, 
Diſpraiſe, or blame, nothing but well and fair, 
And what may quiet us in a death ſo noble. 

Let us go find the body where it lies 

Soak'd in his enemies blood, and from the ſtream 
With lavers pure and cleanſing herbs waſh off 
The clotted gore. I with what ſpeed the while 
{Gaza is not in plight to ſay us nay) 
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SAmsON AGONISTES, 
Will ſend ſor all my kindred, all my friends 
To fetch him hence, and ſolemnly attend 
With filent obſequie and funeral train 
Home to his father's houſe : there will I build him 
A monument, and plant it round with ſhade 
Of Lawrel ever-green, and branching palm, 
With all his Trophies hung, and acts enroll'd 
in copious Legend, or ſweet lyrick Song. 
Thither ſhall all the valiant youth reſort, 
And from his memory inflame their breafts 
To matchleſs valour, and adventures high : 
The Virgins alſo ſhall on feaſtful days 
Vit his Tomb with flowers, only bewailing 
His lot unfortunate in nuptial choice, 
From whence captivity and loſs of eyes. 


Cher. All is beſt, though we oft doubt, 
What th' unſearchable diſpoſe 
Vf higheſt wiſdom brings about, 
And ever beſt found in the cloſe. 
Ok he ſeems to hide his face, 
Zut unexpeRedly returns, 
And to his faithful Champion hath in place 
Fore witneſs gloriouſly ; whence Gaza mourns, 
And all that band them to reſiſt 
His uncontroulable intent, . 


His ſervant he with new acquiſt 
(f true experience from this great event 


With peace and conſolation hath diſmiſt, 
And calm of mind all paſſion ſpent. 


THE E ND, 


ES 


121 


1735 


1740 


1745 


1750 


1755 


POEMS 


UPON 


Several Occaſions. 


Compos'd at ſeveral Times. 


PX 1 — 
— 


— 


BY | 
Mr. FOHN MILTON, 


us 


Baccare frontem 
Cingite, ne Vati noceat mala lingua futuro. Virg. Eclog. 7. 


DU 3 4 1 Mo 


Printed «bg for GEORGE CRIERSON, 
at the Two Bibles in Eſex-Street, 1748. 


988 Wk! ©.3 


LYCIDAS. 


In this Monody the Author bewails a learned 
Friend, unfortunately drown'd in his paſſage 
from Cheſter on the Iriſh Seas, 1637. And 
by occaſion foretells the ruin of our c 
Clergy thin in their height, 


T3 once more, O ye Laurels, and once more 
Ye Myrtles brown, with Ivy never-ſear, 

come to pluck your berries harſh and crude, 

And with forced fingers rude, 

datter your leaves before the mellowing year. 5 
litter conſtraint, and ſad occaſion dear, 

lompells me to diſturb your ſeaſon due: 

for Lycidas is dead, dead ere his prime, 

Toung Lycidas, and hath not left his peer: 

cho would not fing for Lycidas ? he knew ro 
limſelf to ſing, and build the lofty rhyme. 

le muſt not flote upon his watry bier 

bawept, and welter to the parching wind, 

Without the meed of ſome melodious tear. 


kein then, Siſters of the ſacred well, 153 
That from beneath the ſeat of Nove doth ſpring, 

begin, and ſomewhat louder ſweep the ſtring: 

dence with denial vain, and coy excuſe. 

% may ſome gentle Mufe | 

With lucky words favour my deſtin'd Urn, 20 
lud as he paſſes turn, 

lud bid fair peace be to my ſable ſhroud. 

for we were nurs'd upon the ſelf-ſame hill, 

the ſame flock, by fountain, ſhade, andrill, 


Together 
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Together both, ere the high lawns appeat d oP 
Under the opening eye-lids of the morn, 
We drove a-field, and both together heard | | 


| What time the gray-fly winds her ſultry horn, 
Batt'ning our flocks with the freſh dews of night, 


Where your old Bards, the famous Druids, lie, 


Nor on the ſhaggy top of M. na high, 
Nor yet where Deva ſpreads her wiſard ſtream: 65 


Ah me, I fondly dream! 


Oft till the Star that roſe, at ev ning, bright, 30 ( 
Toward Heav'ns deſcent had ſlop'd his weſtering wheel, / 
Mean while the rural ditiies were not mute, g 
Temper d to th'oaten Flute, 1 
Rough Sgyyrs danc'd, and Fauns with cloy'n heel 0 
From the glad ſound would not be abſent long, 35 7 
And old Dametas lov'd to hear our ſong. ( 
T 

But O the heavy change, now thau art gone, Bi 
Now thou art gone, and never muſt return! ie 
Thee Shepherd, thee the Woods, and deſart Caves | Co 

| With wild thyme and the gadding vine o'ergrown, 40 Ar 
| And all their echoes mourn. I: PL 
The willows, and the hazel copſes green, Fa 
Shallnow no more be ſeen, | "_ No 
- Fanning their joyous leaves to thy ſoft las. 4, Cot 
As killing as the canker to the Roſ e. 45 But 
Or taint-worm to the weaning Herds that * 
Or froſt to Flowers, that their gay wardrobe wear, * 
When firſt the white thorn blows; of 
Such, Lycidas, thy loſs to Shepherds ear. 

Where were ye Nymphs when the remorſeleſs deep” 50 Y, 
Clos'd o'er the head of your lov'd Lycidas ? * Tha 
For neither were ye playing on the ſteep,” But 

Anc 
Tha 


2 


| Had ye been there for what could that have done? Wh. 
| : What could the Muſe her ſelf that Orpheus bore, And 
The Muſe her ſelf for her inchanting ſon That 
Whom univerſal nature did lament, 6 * 


Whe 


On ſeveral Occaſions. 
when by the rout that made the hideous roar, 
His goary viſage down the ſtream was ſent, 
Down the ſwift Hebrus to the Lesbian ſhore. 


Alas! What boots it with unceſſarit care 
To tend the homely flighted Shepherd's trade, 
And ſtrictly meditate the thankleſs Muſe? 
Wereit not better done, as others uſe, 

To ſport with Amaryllis in the ſhades 

Or with the tangles of Neera's hair? 

Fame is the ſpur that the clear ſpirit doth raiſe 
(That laſt infirmity of noble mind) 

To ſcorn delights, and live laborious days 

But the fair guerdon when we hope to find, 

And think to burſt out into ſudden blaze, 

Comes the blind Fury with th' abhorred ſhears; 


And ſlits the thin-ſpun life: But not the praiſe, 
Phebus reply d, and touch'd my trembling ears 3 


Fame is no plant that grows on mortal ſoil, 
Nor in the gliſtering foil 

Set off to th' world, nor in broad rumour lies, 
But lives and ſpreads aloft by thoſe pure eyes, 
And perfect witneſs of all-judging Jove; 

As he pronounces laſtly on each deed, 

of ſo much fame in Heay'n expect᷑ thy meed. 


O Fountain Aretbuſe, and thou honour'd flood, 
Smooth-ſliding Mincius, ctown'4 with vocal reeds, 


That ſtrain I heard was of a higher mood: 
But now my Oate proceeds, 

And liſtens to the Herald of the Sea 

That came in Neptune's plea, 


He aſk'd the Waves, and aſk d the felon Winds 
What hard mis-hap hath doom'd thus gentle Swain? 


And queſtion'd every guſt of rugged wings 

That blows from off each beaked promontory, 

They knew not of his ſtory, 

And ſage Hippetades their anſwer brings, 
Gg 


127 


75 


80 


9 


128 POEMS 


That not a blaſt was from his dungeon ſtray d, 
The air was calm, and on the level brine 

Sleek Panope with all her fGiſters play'd. 

It was that fatal and perſidious Bark 

Built in th eclipſe, and rigg'd with curſes dark; 
That ſunk ſo low that ſacred head of thine. 


Next Camus, reverend Sire, went footing ſlow, 

His mantle hairy, an4 his bonnet ſedge, 

Inwrought with figures dim, and on the edge 105 
Like to that ſanguine flower inſcrib'd with woe. 
Ah! who hath reft (quoth he) my deareſt pledge? 
Laſt came, and laſt did go 

The Pilot of the Galilean lake, 

Two maſly keys he bore of metals twain, 

(The golden opes, the iron ſhuts amain) 

He ſhook his miter'd locks, and ſtern beſptke z 
How well could I have ſpar'd for thee, young ſwain, 
Enow of ſuch as for their bellies ſake, 

Creep and intrude, and climb into the fold ? 115 
Of other care thy little reck ning make, 
Than how to ſcramble at the ſhearers feaſt, 

And ſhove away the worthy bidden gueſt ; 

Blind mouths! that ſcarce themſelves know how to hold 

A ſheep-hook, or have learn'd ought els the leaſt 120 
That to the faithful Herdmans art belongs 

What recksit them? What need they ? They are ſped, 

And when they liſt, their lean and flaſhy ſongs 

Grate on their ſcrannel pipes of wretched ſtraw ; 

The hungry Sheep look up, and are not fed, 125 
But ſwoln with wind, and the rank miſt they draw, 

Rot inwardly, and foul contagion ſpread : 

Beſides what the grim Wolf with privy paw 

Daily devours apace, and nothing fed, 

But that two-handed engine at the door, 130 
Stands ready to ſunite once, and ſmite no more. 


Returns 
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Return Alphens, the dread voice is paſt 
That ſhrunk thy ſtreams ; return Sicilian Muſe, 
And call the vales, and bid them hither caſt 
Their bells, and flourets of a thouſand hues. 

Ye valleys low, wherethe milde whiſpers uſe, 

Of ſhades and wanton winds, and guſhing brooks, 
On whoſe freſh lap the ſwart Star ſparely looks, 
Throw hither all your quaint enamel'd eyes, 

That on the green turf ſuck the honied ſhowres- 
And purple all the ground with vernal flowres, 
Bring the rathe Primroſe that forſaken dies, 

The tufted Crow-toe, and pale Jeſiamine, 

The white Pink, and the Panſie freakt with jeat, 
The glowing Violet, 

The Musk roſe, and the well- attir d Woodbine, 
With Cowſlips wan that hang the penſive head, 
And every flower that ſad embroidry wears: 

Bid Amaranthus all his beauty ſhed, 

And Daffadillies fill their cups with tears, 

To ſtrew the laureat herſe where Lycid lies, 

For ſo to interpoſe a little eaſe, ; 

Let our frail thoughts dally with falſe ſurmiſe- 

Ah me! Whilſt thee the ſhores, and ſounding Seas 
Waſh far away, where eber thy bones are hurl'd, 
Whether beyond the ſtormy Hebrides 

Where thou perhaps under the whelming tide 
Viſit'ſt the bottom of the monſtrous world 

Or whether thou to our moiſt vows deny'd, 
Sleep'ſt by the fable of Bellerus old, 

Where the great viſion of the guarded Mount 
Looks toward Naymancos and Boyona's hold 
Look homeward Angel now, and melt with ruth: 
And, O ye Dolphins, waft the hapleſs youth. 


Weep no more, woful Shepherds, weep no more, 
For Lycidas, your ſorrow, is not dead, 
Suuk, tho' he be beneath the watry floar, 
80 ſinks the day-ſtar in the Ocean bed, 
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And yet anon repairs his drooping head, 

And tricks his beams, and with new ſpangled ore, 
Flames in the forehead of the morning sky: 

So Lycidas funk low, but mounted high, 


Through the dear might of him that walk'd the Waves, 


Where other groves, and other ſtreams 
With Nectar pure his 00zy locks he laves, 
And hears the unexpreſſive nuptial Song, 

In the bleſt Kingdoms meek of joy and love. 
There entertain him all the Saints above, 

In ſolemn troops, and fweet ſocieties 

That ſing, and finging in their glory move, 
And wipe the tears for ever from his eyes. 
Now, Lycidas the Shepherds weep no more ; 
Heneeforth thou art the Genius of the ſhore, 
In thy large recompence, and ſhalt be good 
To all that wander in that perilous flood. 


Thus ſang the uncouth Swain to th” Okes and rills, 
While the ſtill morn went out with ſandals gray, 
He touch'd the tender ſtops of various quills, 
With eager thought warbling his Dorick lay : 
And now the Sun had ſtretch'd out all the hills, 
Aud now was dropt into the weſtern bay: 
At laſt heroſe, and twitch'd his mantle blew z 
To-morrow to freſh woods, and paſtures new. 


170 


175 


185 


D 


= 


On ſeveral Occaſions, 131 
err rarer 
DAL. LA 6&6 3% 


ENCE loathed Melancholy, 


Of Cerberus, and blackeſt midnight born, 

In Stygian cave forlorn 

Mong horrid ſhapes, and ſhrieks, and fights unholy, 
Find out ſome uncouth cell, 6 

Where brooding darkneſs ſpreads his jealous wings, 
And the night-Raven ſings; 

There under Ebon ſhades, and low-brow'd rocks, 
As ragged as thy locks, 

In dark Cimmerian deſart ever hell, 10 
But come thou Goddeſs fair and free, 
In Heav'n yclep'd Euphreſyne, 
And by men, heart-cafing Mirth, 
Whom lovely Yenus at a birth 
With two Siſter Graces more 15 
To Ivy-crowned Bacchus bore z 
Ur whether (as ſome Sages ſing) 
The frolick Wind that breathes the Spring, 
Zepbir with Aurora playing, 
As he met her once a maying, 20 
There on beds of violets blue, 
And freſh-blown roſes waſht in dew, 
Fill'd her with thee a daughter fair, 
So buckſom, blith, and debonnair. 
Haſte thee Nymph, and bring with thee 25 
Jeſt and youthful jollity, 
Quips and cranks, and wanton wiles, 
Nods, and becks, and wreathed ſmiles, 
Such as hang on Heb-'s cheek, 
And love to live in dimpleſleek 30 
Sport that wrink led care derides, 
And laughter holding both his ſides. 
Come, and trip it as you go 
On che light fantaſtick toe, 
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And in thy right hand lead with thee, | 35 
The mountain Nymph, ſweet Liberty; 
And if 1 give thee honour due, 
Mirth, admit me of thy crew 
To live with her, and live with thee, 
In unreproved pleaſures free z 
To hear the Lark begin his flight, 
And ſinging ſtartle the dull night, 
From his watch-tower in the Skies, 
Till the dappled dawn doth riſe 
Then to come in ſpight of ſorrow, 47 
And at my window bid good-morrow, 
Through the ſweet-briar, or the vine, 
Or the twiſted eglantine, 0 
While the Cock with lively din 
Scatters the rear of darkneſs thin; 0 
And to the ſtack, or the barn- doore, 
Stoutly ſtruts his dames before. 

Oſt liſt' ning how the Hounds and horn 
Chearly rouſe the ſlumbring morp, 
From the ſide of ſome hoar hill, 35 
Through the high wood echoing ſhrill. 
Some time walking not unſeen 
By hedge-row Elms, on hillocks green, 
Right againſt the eaſtern gate, 
Where the great Sun begins his ſtate, 60 
Rob' d in flames, and amber light, 4 
The clouds in thouſand liveries dight; 
While the Plow-man-near at hand, 
Whiſtles o'er the furrow'd land, 
And the Milkmaid ſingeth blithe, 6 
And the Mower whets his ſithe, 
And every Shepherd tells his tale 
Pnder the hawthorn 1n the dale. 
Streight mine eye hath caught new pleaſures, 
Whilſt the lantskip round it meaſures a 
Ruſſet lawns, and fallows gray, 

Where the nibbling flacks do ſtray 
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Mountains 


On 8 "a 
Mountains on whoſe barren bret 
The labouring clouds do often r 
Meadows trim with daiſies pide, 
Shallow brooks, and rivers wide. 
Towres and battlements it ſees 
Boſomꝰ d high in tufted trees, 
Where perhaps ſome beauty lies, 
The cynoſure of neighbouring eyes. 
Hard by a Cottage chimney ſmokes, 
From betwixt two aged Okes, 
Where Corydon and Thyr/is met, 
Are at their ſavoury dinner ſet | 
Of herbs, and other country meſſes, 
Which the neat-handed Pbillis dreſſes ; 
And then in haſte her Bowre ſhe leaves, 
With Theftylis to bind the ſheaves z 
Or if the earlier ſeaſon lead ; 
To the tann'd haycock in the mead, 
Sometimes with ſecure delight 
The up-land Hamlets will invite, 
When the merry bells ring round, 
And the jocund rebecks ſound = 
To many a youth, and many a maid, 
Dancing in the chequer'd ſhade z 
And young and old come forth to play 
On a Sunſhine Holy-day, 
Till the live-long day-light fail, 
Then to the ſpicy nut-brown Ale, 
With ſtories told of many a feat, 
How Fairy Mab the junkets eat, 
She was pincht, and pull'd, ſhe ſaid, 
And he by Friars lanthorn led ; 
Tells how the drudging Gob/in ſwet, 
To earn his cream-bowle duly ſet, 
When in one night, ere glimſe of morn, 
His ſhadowy Flaile hath threſh'd the Corn 
That ten day-labourers could not end, 
Then lies lym down the lubbar Fiend : 
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And ſtretch d out all the Chiganey's length, 
Basks at the fire his hairy ſu gh; 

And crop-full out of doors heflings, 

Ere the firſt Cock his mattin rings. 

Thus done the tales, to bed they creep, 

By whiſpering winds ſoon lull'd aſleep, 
Towred Cities pleaſe us then, 

And the buſie humm of men, 

Where throngs of Knights and Barons bold, 
In weeds of peace high triumphs hold, 
With ſtore of Ladies, whoſe bright eyes 
Rain influence, and judge the prize, 

Of Wit or Arms, while both contend 
To win her grace, whom all commend 
There let Hymen oft appear 

In ſaffron robe, with taper clear, 

And pomp, and feaſt, and revelry, 

With mask, and antique pageantry, 

Such ſights as youthful Poets dream 

On Summer eves by haunted ſtream, 
Then to the well-trod Stage anon, 

If Jobnſon's learned ſock be on, 

Or ſweeteſt Shatejpear, fancy's child, 
Warble his native wood-notes wild, 

And ever againſt eating cares, 

Lap me in ſoft Lydian ares, 

Married to immortal verſe 

Such as the meeting ſoul may plerce 

Jn notes, with many a winding bout 

Of linked ſweetneſs long drawn out, 
Wich wanton heed, and giddy cunning, 
The melting voice through mazes running, 
Untwiſting all the chains that ty 

The hidden ſoul of harmony : 

That Orpheus, ſelf may heave his head 
From golden ſlumber on a bed 

Of heapt Elyſian flowers, and hear 

Such ſtrains as would have won the car. 
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On ſcueral Occaſſons. 138 
Of Pluto, to have quite ſet free 
His half-regain'd Eurydice. 180 
Theſe delights, if thou canſt give 
Mirth with thee I mean to live. 
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EN CE vain deluding joys, 
The brood of folly without father bred, 
How little you beſted, 
Or fill the fixed mind with all your toys; 


Dwell in ſome idle brain, 3 


And fancies fond with gaudy ſhapes poſſeſs, 
A thick and numberleſs 
As the gay motes that people the Sun beams, 
Or likeſt hovering dreams, 
The fickle penſioners of Morpheus train. 10 
But hail thou Goddeſs, ſage and holy, 
Hal divineſt Melancholy, 
Whoſe Saintly viſage is too bright 
To hit the ſenſe of human ſight ; 
And therefore to our weaker view, 15 
O'er- laid with black ſtaid Wiſdom's hue, 
Black, but ſuch as in eſteem, 
Prince Memnon's Siſter might beſeem, 
Or that ſtarr'd Ethiope Queen that ſtrove 
To ſet her beauties praiſe above 20 
The Sea Nymphs, and their powers offended. 
Yet thou art higher far deſcended, 
Thee bright-hair'd Veſta long of yore, 
To ſolitary Sat urn bore 
His daughter ſhe (in Saturn's reign, 25 
Such mixture was not held a ſtain) 
Oft in glimmering bowres, and glades 
He met her, and in ſacred ſhades 
Of woody 1da's inmoſt grove, 
While yet there was no fear of Fove. 30 
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Come penſive Nun, devout and pure, 
Sober, ſtedfaſt, and demure, | 

Allin robe of darkeſt grain, 

Flowing with majeſtick train, 

And ſable ſtole of Cypres lawn, 

Over thy decent ſhoulders drawn. 

Come, but keep thy wonted ſtate, 

With ey'n ſtep, and muſing gate, 

And looks commercing with thc ſkies, 
Thy rapt ſoul ſitting in thine eyes: 
There held in holy paſſion ſtill, 

Forget thy ſelf to marble, till 

With a ſad leaden downward caſt, 

Thou fix them on the earth as faſt ; 

And join with thee calm peace, and quiet, 
Spare faſt, that oft with Gods doth diet, 
And hears the Muſes in a ring, 

Ay round about Fove's Altar fing. 

And add to theſe retired Leaſure, 

That in trim gardens takes his pleaſure z 
But firſt, and chiefeſt, with thee bring, 
Him that yon ſoars on golden wing, 
Guiding the fiery-wheeled throne, 

The Cherub Contemplation, 

And the mute Silence hiſt along, 

Leſs Philome! will deign a Song, 

In her ſweeteſt, ſaddeft plight, 

' Smoothing the rugged brow of night, 
While Cynthia checks her Dragon yoke 
Gently o'er th accuſtom'd oke. 

Sweet Bird that ſhunn'ſt the noife of folly, 
Moſt mufical, moſt melancholy! 

Thee Chauntreſs oft the Woods among, 

I woo to hear thy Even-Song 3 
And miſſing thee, I walk unſeen 

On the dry ſmooth-ſhaven green, 

To behold the wandring Moon, 

Riding near her higheſt noon, 
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On ſeveral Occafions, 
Like one that had been led aſtray 
Through the Heav'ns wide pathleſs way; 
And oft, as if her head ſhe bow'd, 
Stooping through a fleecy cloud. 
Oft on a plat of rifing ground, 
[ hear the far- off Corfex ſound, 
Over ſome wide-water'd ſhoar, 
Swinging low with ſullen roar ; 
Or if the air will not permit, 
Some ſtill removed place will fit, 
Where glowing embers through the room 
Teach light to counterfeit a gloom, 
Far from all reſort of mirth, 
Save the Cricket onthe hearth, 
Or the Belman's drowfie charm, 
To bleſs the doors from nightly harm: 
Or let my lamp at midnight hour; 
Be ſeen in ſome high lonely Tow'r. 
Where I may oft out · watch the Bear; 
With thrice great Hermes, or unſphear 
Th' ſpirit of Plate, to unfold 
What worlds, or what vaſt regions hold 
The immortal mind that have ſorſook 
Her manfign in this fleſhly nook: 
And of thoſe Demons that are found 
In fire, air, flood, or under ground, 
Whoſe power hath a true conſent 
With Planet, or with Element. 
Sometime let gorgeous Tragedy 
In ſcepter'd Pall come weeping by, 
Preſenting Thebes, or Pelops line, 
Or the tale of Troy divine : 
Or what (though. rare) of later age, 
Ennobled hath the buskin'd ſtage. © 
But, O ſad Virgin, that thy power 
Might raiſe Muj#us from his bower, 
Qr bid the Soul of Orpheus fing 
duch notes as, warbled to the ſtring, 
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Drew iron tears down Pla to's cheek, 
And made Hell grant what Love did ſeek. 
Or call up him that left half told 

The ſtory of Cambuſcan bold, 

Of Camball, and of Algarſi fe, 

And who had Canace to wife, 

That own'd the vertuous ring and 

And of the wondrous Horſe of braſs, 
On which the Tartar King did ride 
Andif ought elſe, great Bards beſide, 
In ſage and ſolemn tnnes have ſung, 

Of Turneys, and of Trophies hung ; 
Of Foreſts, and Inchantments drear, 
Where more is meant than meets the ear, 
Thus night oft ſee me in thy pale career, 
Till civil-ſuited morn appear, 

Not trickt and frounc't as ſhe was wont, 
With the Attick Boy to hunt, 

But cherchef in a comely cloud, 
Whilerocking winds are piping loud, 
Or uſher'd with a ſhower till, 

When the guſt hath blown his fill, 
Ending on the ruſsling leaves, 

With minute drops from off the Eaves. 
And when the Sun begins to fling 

His flaring beams, me Goddeſs bring 
To arched walks of twilight groves, 
And ſhadows brown that Sy/van loves 
Of Pine, or monumental oake, 
Where the rude ax with heaved ſtroke, 
Was never heard the Nymphs to daunt, 


Or fright them from their hallow'd haunt. 


There in cloſe covert by ſome brook, 
Where no profaner eye may look, 
Hide me from Day's gairiſh eye, 
While the Bee with honied thigh, 
That at her flowry work doth fing, 
And the waters murmuring | 
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On ſeveral Occaſions, 
With ſuch conſort as they keep, 

Entice the dewy-feather'd ſleep ; 

And let ſome ſtrange myſterious dream 
Wave at his wings in airy ſtream 

Of lively portrature diſplay'd, 

Softly on my eye-lids laid. 

And as I wake, ſweet muſick breath 
Above, about, or underneath, 

Sent by ſome ſpirit to mortals good, 

Or th'unſeen Genius of the wood. 

But let my due feet never fail, 

To walk the ſtudious cloyſters pale, 
And love the high embowed roof, 

With antick pillars maſſy proof, 

And ſtoried windows richly dight, 
Caſting a dim religious light. 

There let the pealing Organ blow, 

To the full voic'd Quire below, 


5 ln ſervice high, and anthems clear, 
As may with ſweetneſs, through mine ear, 
Diſſolve me into extaſies, 
And bring all Heav'n before mine eyes. 
And may at laſt my weary age 

0 


Find out the peaceful hermitage, 

The hairy gown and moſſy Cell, 
were I may fit and rightly ſpell 
Of every Star that Heav'n doth ſhew, 
And every herb that ſips the dew ; 
Till old experience do attain 
To ſomething like prophetic ſtrain. 
Theſe pleaſures Melancholy give, 
And I with thee will chooſeto lives 
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Part of an Entertainment preſented to thi 


Counteſs dowager of Derby at Harefield, by G 
ſome Noble Per ſons of her Family, who ap- 0 
pear on the, Scent in Paſtoral habit, moving 0 
toward the ſeat of State, with this Song. Di 

LL 8 0 6. 4 

O O K Nymphs, and Shepherds look, Fa 
What ſudden blaze of Majeſty Lk 

Ts that which we from hence deſcry, W. 
Too divine to be miſtook : To 
This this is ſhe. WI 
To whom our vows and wiſhes bend, 2 Ant 
Here our ſolemn ſearch hath end. : To 
Fam: that her high worth to raiſe, bY Ane 
Seemꝰ d erſt ſo laviſh and profuſe, = Wh 
We may juſtly now accuſe = Wh 
Of detraction from her praiſe 5 : Hav. 
Leſs than half we find expreſt, ; For 
Envy bid conceal the reſt. oft 
Mark what radiant ſtate ſhe ſpreds, To r 
In circle round her ſhining throne, Witt 
Shooting her beams like flyer threds, And 
This, this is ſhe alone; Ofen 
Sitting like a Goddeſs bright, And 
In the center of her light. b And 
Might ſhe the wiſe Latona be, Or w 
Or the towered Cybele, Or hy 
Mother of a hundred Gods; Wher 
Juno dares not give her odds. Over 
Who had thought this clime had held 2 

W 3 


A Deity ſo unparallel'd? 


On ſeveral” Occaſions, I41 


As they come forward, the Genius of the Mood 
appears, and turning toward them, ſpeaks. 


Gen. T A gentle Swains, for though in this diſguiſe, 
I ſee bright honour ſparkle through your eyes, 

Of famous Arcady ye are, and ſprung 

Of that renowned flood, ſo often ſung, 

Divine Alpheus, who by ſecret ſluce, 5 
Stole under Seas to meet his Arethuſe 

And ye the breathing roſes of the wood, 

Fair :lver-buſkin'd Nymphs as great and good, 

I know this queſt of yours, and free intent 

Was all in honour and devotion meant 10 
To the great Miſtreſs of yon princely ſhrine, 

Whom with low reverence I adore as mine, 

And with all helpwl ſervice will comply 

To further this night's glad ſolemnity ; 

And lead ye where ye may more near behold 15 
What ſhallow-ſearching Fame hath left untold 

Which I full oft amidſt theſe ſhades alone 

Have ſat to wonder at, and gaze upon: 

For know, by lot from Jove, I am the pow'r 

Of this fair Wood, and live in oaken bow'r, _ 20 
To nurſe the ſaplings tall, and curl the grove 

With ringlets quaint, and wanton windings wove. 

And all my plants I fave from nightly ill, 

Of noiſom winds, and blaſting vapours chill. 

And from the boughs bruſh off the evil dew, 23 
And heal the harms of thwarting thunder blew, 

Or what the croſs dire-looking Planet ſmites, 

Or hurtful worm with canker'd venom bites. 

When ev'ning gray doth riſe, I fetch my round 

Over the mount, and all this hallow'd ground, 30 
And early ere the odorous bi eath of morn 

Awakes the ſlumbring leaves, or taſſeld horn 
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Shakes the high thicket, haſte I all about, 

Number my ranks, and viſit every ſprout 

With puiſſant words, and murmurs made to bleſs ; 25 
But elſe in deep of night when drowfineſs x 

Hath lockt up mortal ſenſe, then liſten I 

To the celeſtial! $/-ens harmony, 
That fit upon the nine enfolded Sphears, | 
And Gag to thoſe that hold the vital ſhears, 49 
And turn the adamantine ſpindle round, 

On which the fate of Gods and men is wound. 

Such ſweet compulſion doth in muſick lie, 
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To lull the daughters of Neceſſity, I 
And keep unſteddy Nature to her law, 45 C 
And the low world in meaſur'd motion draw | 

After the heavenly tune, which none can hear S 


Of human mould with groſs unpurged ear; 
And yet ſuch muſick worthieſt were to blaze 
The peerleſs height of her immortal praiſe, 80 
Whoſe luſtre leads us, and for her moſt fit, 
If my inferior hand or voice could hit 
Inimitable ſounds z yet as we go, 
What - e er the «kill of leſſer Gods can ſhow, 


I will aſſay, her worth to celebrate, 55 

And ſo attend ye toward her glittering ſtatez Th 

Where ye may all that are of noble ſtem ; 4 

Approach, and kiſs her ſacred veſtures hem. Fro 

| = Bri 

Her 
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On ſeveral Occaſions. 143 
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FN ER the ſmooth enamel'd green, 

Where no print of ſep hath been, 

Follow me as I ſing, 

And touch the warbled ſtring, 

Under the ſhady roof 

Of branching Elm Star - prooſ. 
Follow me, 

1 will bring you where ſhe ſits, 

Clad in ſplendor as befits | 
Her Deity. 

Such a rural Queen 

All Arcadia hath not ſeen. 
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3 and Shepherds dance no more 

» By ſandy Ladons lillied banks, 

On old Lycæus or Cyllene hoar, 

Trip no more in twilight ranks, 
Though Erymanth your loſs deplore, 
A better ſoyl ſhall give ye thanks. 

From the ſtony Mænalus, 

Bring your Flocks, and live with us, 

Here ye ſhall have greater grace, 

To ſerve the Lady of this place. | 
Though Syrinx your Pan's Miſtreſs were, 
Yet Syrinx well might wait on her. 

Such a rural Queen 
All Arcadia hath not ſeen» 
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The COP Vof a LETTER written by Sir 
HENRY Woor rom, to the Author, * 
the following PoEM. * 


From the College, this 1 3th of cv 16 at 


SIR, 


7 T was a ſpecial favour, when you latel 
beftowed upon me here the firſt taſte of jour 
acquaintance, though no longer than to make 
me know that I wanted more time to value it, 
and to enjoy it rightly; and in truth, if 1 
- then have imagined your farther flay in 
eſe parts, which I underſtood afterwards by 
r. H. 1 would have been bold in our vulgar 
15 to mend my draught (for you 2 | 
= with an extreme thirſt) and to have begged 
vur converſation again, jointly with your ſaid 
Larned Friend, at a poor meal or two, that 
ve might have banded together ſome good Au- 
Wl thors of the antient time; among which, J ob- 
WJ /erved you to have been familiar. 
= Since your going you have charged me with 
= nw obligations, both for a very kind Letter 
im you dated the fixth of this month, and for 
Jl - dainty piece of entertainment which came 
A therewith. erein I ſhould much commend 
_ the Tragical part, if the Lyrical did nat ra- 
/ me with a certain Dorique delicacy in your 
Songs and Odes, whereunto I muſt plainly con- 
J jeſs to have ſeen yet nothing parallel in our Lan- 
Hh 3 guage : 


28 LETTER, . 


guage : Ipſa mollities. But I muff not omit 
to tell you, that I noi anly owe you thanks for 
mntimating unto me (how modeſtly ſoever ) the 
true Artificer. For the work it ſelf I had 
view'd ſome good while before, with ſingular 
delight, having receiv'd it from our common 
Friend Mr. R. in the very cloſe of the late R's 
Poems, printed at Oxford, whereunto it was 
added (as I now ſuppoſe) that the acceſſory 
might help out the principal, according to the 
art of Stationers, and to leave the Reader con 
la bocca dolce. o 

Mou 81 R, concerning your travels, where- 


in I may challenge a little more privilege of 


diſcourſe with you; I ſuppoſe you will not 
b — in your * I have 
been bold to trouble you with a few lines to Mr. 
M. B. whom you ſhall eaſily find attending the 
young Lord S. as his Governour ; and you may 
| furely receive from him good directions for the 
ſhaping of your farther journey into Italy, where 
he did refide by my = 4: ome time for the 
King, after mine own receſs from Venice. 

1 ſhould think that your beſt line will be 
thorouf the whole length of France and Mar- 
ſeilles, and thence by ſea to Genoa, whence 
the haſage into Tuſcany is as diurnal as a 
Graveſend Barge: I haſten as you do to Flo- 
rence, or Siena, tbe rather to tell you a ſhort 
 foory from the intereſt you have giuen me in your 
ſafety. 

At Siena I was tabled in the Houſe of one 

Alberto Scipioni an d Roman Courtier in 
dangerous times, having been Steward to the 
* | \ Yves To x7 + BR 
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Duca di Pagliano, who with all his Family 
were ſtrangled, ſave this only man that eſcap'd 
by foreſight of the Tempeſt : With him I had 
45 much chat of thoſe affairs ; into which 
e took pleaſure to look back from his native 
harbour ; and at my departure toward Rome 
(which had been the center of his experience) 
I had won confidence enough to beg his advice, 
how I might carry my ſelf ſecurely there, with- 
out offence of others, or of mine own conſcience, 
Signor Arrigo mio ( /ays he) I penſieri ſtretti, 
& il viſo ſciolto will go ſafely over the whole 
World : Of which Delphian Oracle (for fol 
baue found it) your judgment doth need no com- 
mentary ; and therefore, (SIR) 1 will commit 
you to the beſt of all ſecurities, God's dear love, 
remaining 
Your Friend as much at command 


As any of longer date, 
; HENRY WooTTON. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


SIX, 
1 have expreſly ſent this by my Foot-boy to 

prevent your departure without ſome ac- 
knowledgement from me of the receipt of 
your obliging Letter, having my ſelf through 
ſome buſineſs, I know not how, neglected 
the ordinary conveyance. In any part where 
I ſhall underſtand you fixed, I ſhall be glad, 
and diligent to entertain you with home-no- 
velties; even for ſome fomentation of our 
friendſhip, too ſoon interupted in the _— 
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The firſt A REVISE a Wild Wood. 


| | The attendant Spirit deſcends or enters. 


'EFOR E the ſtarry threſhold of Fove's Court 

My manſion is, Where thoſe immortal ſhapes 

Of bright aer eal Spirits live inſpher d 

In Regions mild of calm and ſerene air, 

Above the ſmoak and ſtirt of this dim ſpot, 

Which men call Earth, and with low-thoughted care 

Confin'd and peſter'd in this pin-fold here, 

Strive to keep up a frail and feaveriſh being, 

Unmindrul of the Crown that Virtue gives, 
After this mortal change, to her true ſervants 19 
Amongſt th' enthroned Gods on ſainted ſeats. | 
Yet ſome there be that by due ſteps aſpire 

Te lay their juſt hands on that Golden key 

That opes the Palace of Eternity : 

To ſuch my errand is, and but for ſuch, 15 
| would not ſoil theſe pure ambroſial weeds, 

With the rank vapours of this ſin-- vorn- monld. 


But to my task. Neptune, beſides the ſway 
Of every ſalt flood, and each ebbing ſtream, 


| 


Took 


| 
| 
| 
| 


. en ee 

Took in by lot twixt high and neather Jove, 20 
Imperial rule of all the Sea-girt Iſles * 

That like to rich and various Gemms inlay 

The unadorned boſom of the Deep, 

Which he to grace his tributary Gods 

By courſe commits to ſeveral governments, 25 
And gives them leave to wear their Saphire Crowns, 

And weild their little Tridents; but this Iſle, 

The greateſt and the beſt of all the Main, 

He quarters to his blue - hair d Deities, 

And all this tract that fronts the falling Sun, 30 
A noble Peer of mickle truſt and power 

Has in his charge, with temper d awe to guide 

An old, and haughty Nation, proud in Arms: 

Where his fair off-(pring nurs d in princely lore, 

Aͤre coming to attend their Father's ſtate, | 35 
And new-entruſted Scepter, but their way 

Lies through the perplex d paths of this drear wood, 
The nodding horror of whoſe ſhady brows 

Threats the forlorn and wandring Paſſenger 

And here their tender age might ſuffer peril, 

But that by quick command from Soverign Fove 

I was diſpatcht for their defence and guard 5 

And liſten why, for I will tell ye now 

What never yet was heard in Tale or Song, 

From old or modern Bard, in Hall or Bow'r, 45 


Bacchus, that firſt from out the purple grape 
Cruſnt the ſweet poyſon of mis-uſed Wine, 
After the Tuſcan Mariners transform'd, 
Coaſting the Tyrrhene ſhore, as the winds liſted, 
On Circe's Iſland fell; (who knows not Crrce, . £9 
The daughter of the Sun? whoſe charmed cup 
Whoever taſted loſt his upright ſhape, | 
And downward fell into a groveling Swine) 
This Nymph that gaz d upon his cluftring locks, 
With Ivy berries wreath'd, and his blithe youth, 55 
Had by him, ers he parted thence, Son 
; Much 
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On ſeveral Occaſions. 
Much like his Father, but his Mother more, 
Wham therefore ſhe brought up, and Comws nam'd ; 
Who ripe, and frolick of his full grown age, 
Roving the Celtick and Iberian fields, | 
At laſt betakes him to this ominous wood, 
And in thick Shelter of black ſhades imbowr'd, 
Excels his Mother at her mighty act, 
Off ring to every weary Traveller 
His orient liquor in a cryſtal glaſs, 
To quench the drouth of rande, which as they taſte 
(For moſt do taſte through fond intemperate thirſt) 
Soon as the potion works, their human count'nance, 
Th' expreſs reſemblance of the Gods, is chang'd 
Into ſome brutiſh ſqrm of Wolf, or Bear, 
Or Ounce, or Tiger, Hog, or bearded Goat, 
All other parts remaining as they were, 
And they, (fo perſect is their miſery) 
Not once perceive their foul disfigurement, 
But boaſt themſelves more comely than before, 
And all their friends and native home forget, 
To roul with pleaſure in a ſenſual tie. 
Therefore when any favour'd of high Jove 
Chances to paſs through this adventrous glade, 
Swift as the ſparkle of a glancing Star 
I ſhoot from Heav'n to give him ſafe convey, 
As now I do; But firſt I muſt put off 
Theſe my ſkie robes ſpun out of Iris woof, 
And take the weeds and likeneſs of a Swain 
That to the ſerviee of this houſe be 
Who with his ſoft Pipe, and ſmooth-ditried Song, 
Well knows to ſtill the wild winds when they roar, 
And huſh the waving woods, nor of leſs faith, 
And in this office of his mountain watch, 
Likelieſt, and neareſt to the preſent aid 
Of this occaſion. But I hear the tread 
Of hateful ſteps, I muſt be 9 
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COMUS enters with a Aue N in one 
band, his Glaſs in the other; with him a 
rout of Monſters headed like ſundry forts of 
wild Beaſts, but otherwiſe like Men and 
Women, their Apparel gliftring : they come 

in making a riotous and unruly noiſe, with 
Torches in their hands. 


Comus. TheStar that bids the Shepherd fold, 
Now the top of Heay'n doth hold, 
And the gilded car of day, 95 
His glowing axle doth allay 
In the ſteep Atlantic ſtream, 
And the ſlope Sun his upward beam 
Shoots againſt the duſky Pole, 
Pacing toward the other goal 100 
Of his chamber in the Eaſt. 
Mean-while welcome Joy, and Feaſt, ] 
Midnight ſhout, and revelry, 
Tipſie dance, and jollity. | 
Braid your locks with roſie twine 105 
| Dropping odours, dropping Wine. 
Rigar now is gone to bed, 
And advice with ſcrupulous head, 
Strict Age, and ſowre Severity, 
With their grave ſaws in ſlumber lie. 110 
We that are of purer fire | 
Imitate the ſtarry Quire, * 
Who in their nightly watchful Sphears, 
Lead in ſwift round the Months and Years. 
The ſounds and ſeas, with all their finny drove, 115 
Now to the Moon in wavering morjice move, 
And on the tawny ſands and ſhelves, 
Trip the pert Fairies, and the dapper Elves ; 
By dimpled brook, and fountain brim, 
The Wood-Nymphs deckt with daiſies trim, 120 
| Theit 
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On ſeveral Occaſions, 135 
Their merry wakes and paſtimes keep : wer? 
What hath night to do with ſleep? 
Night hath better ſweets to prove, 
Venus now wakes, and wakens Love. | 
Come let us our rites begin, 116 
'Tis only day- light that makes fin, 
Which theſe dun ſhades will ne'er report. 
* Goddeſs of nocturnal ſport, 

k vail'd Caryrto, t' whom the ſecret flame | | 

Of mid- night torches burns; myſterious Dame - #30 
That ne er art call'd, but when the Dragon woom 
Of ſtygian darkneſs ſpets her thickeſt gloom, 
And makes one blot of all the air, 
Stay thy cloudy ebon chair, - 
Wherein thou rid'ſt with Hecat, and befriend 135 
Us, thy vow d Prieſts, till utmoſt end 
Of all thy dues be done, and none leſt out, 
Ere the blabbing eaſtern ſcout, 
The nice Morn on th' Indian ſteep 
From her cabin'd loop-hole peep, 140 
And to the tell- tale Sun diſcry : 
Our conceal'd folemnity. 
Come, knit hands, and beat the ground 
In a right fantaſtiek round. 8 


The Meaſure. 


Break off, break off, I feel the different pace -  — £45 
Of ſome chaſt footing near about this ground, | 

Run to your ſhrouds, within theſe brakes and trees, 

Our number may affright: Some Virgin ſure 

(For ſo I can diſtinguiſh by mine art) | 
Benighted in theſe woods, Now to my charms, 1g 
And to my wily trains: I ſhall ere long | 
Be well-ſtock't with as fair a herd as graz'd 

About my Mother Cirer. Thus I hurl a 

My dazling ſpells into the ſpungy air; of 

Of power to cheat the eye with blear illuſon, 
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And give it falſe preſentments, leſt the place 
And my quaint habits breed aſtoniſhment, 

And put the Damſel to ſuſpicious flight, 
Which muſt not be, for that's againſt my courſe; 
I under fair pretence of friendly ends, 

And well-plac'd words of glozing courteſie, 
Baited with reaſons not unplauſible, 

Win me into the eaſie-hearted man, 

And hug him into ſrares. When once her eye 
Hath met the virtue of this magick duſt, 
Whom thrift keeps up about his country gear: 
But here ſhe comes, 1 fairly ſtep afide 

And harken, if I may her buſineſs hear. 


The Lady enter 1. 


This way the noiſe was, if mine ear be true, 
My beſt guide now z methoughtit was the ſound 
Of riot; and ill-manag'd merriment, 

Such as the jocund Flute, or gameſome Pipe - 
Stirs up among the Jooſe unletter d Hinds, 

When for their teeming Flocks, and granges full 
In wanton dance they praiſe the bountcous Pan, 
And thank the Gods amiſs. I ſhould be loath 
To meet the rudeneſs,. and (will 'd inſolence 

Of ſuch late Waſſailers; yet O where elſe 
Shall I inform my unacquainted feet 

In the blind mazes of this tangled Wood? 

My Brothers when they ſaw me wearied out 
With this long way, reſolving here to lodge 
Under the ſpreading favour of theſe pines, 
Stept as they ſaid to the next thicket fide 

To bring me berries; or ſuch cooling fruit 

As the kind hoſpitable woods provide. a. 
They left me then, when the gray-hooded ev'n 
Like a ſad Votariſt in Palmers weed 

Rofe from the hindmoſt wheels of Phaobus wain, 
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On ſeveral Occaſions. 157 
But where they are, and why they came not back, 
Is now the labour of my tho 'tis likelieſt 
They had ingag'd their wandring Reps too far, 
And envious darkneſs, ere they could return, 
Had ſtole them from me, elſe O theeviſh night 195 
Why ſhould'ſt thou, but for ſame felonious end, 
In thy dark lantern thus cloſe up the Stars, 
That Nature hung in Heav'n, and fill'd their lamps 
With everlaſting oil, to give due light 
To the miſ-led and lonely Traveller ? 200 
This is the place, as well as I may gueſs, 
Whenceeven now the tumult of loud mirth 
Was rife, and perſect in my liſt ning ear, 
Yet nought but ſingle darkneſs do I find. 
What might this be? A thouſand fantaſies 205 
Begin to throng into my memory 
= Of calling ſhapes, and beckning ſhadows dire, 
And airy tongues, that ſyllable mens names 
bon ſands, and ſhoars, and deſart wilderneſſes. 
Theſe thoughts may ſtartle well, but not aſtound 219 
The virtuous mind, that ever walks attended 
= By a ſtrong ſiding champion Conſcience 
; EY O welcomepure-ey'd Faith, white-handed Hope, 
Thou hovering Angel gitt with golden wings, 
And thou unblemiſht form of Chaſtity, 213 
I ſee ye viſibly, and now believe 
That he, the Supreme good, coden all chings ill 
; EX Arebutas laviſh officers of. vengeance, 
= Would ſend a gliſt'ring Guardian if need were 
To keep my life and honour unaſſail d. 220 
Was I deceiv'd, or did a fable cloud 
Turn forth her ſilver lining on the night, 
ad not err, there does a ſable cloud 
Turn forth her ſilver lining on the night, 
= And caſts a gleam over this tufted Grove. 225 
I cannot hallow to my Brothers, but 
Such noiſe as I can raake to be heard fartheſt 
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I'll venture, for my new enliv ned ſpirits 
Prompt me; and they perhaps are not far off, 


SON G. 


9 EET Fcbo, feeereft Nymph that lin/ft unſeeti | 


Within thy airy ſhell 
. By flow Meander's margent green 
And in the violet-imbroider d wale 
| Where the love-lorn Nightingale 


Nightly to render thee her ſad Song mour neth well; 


Can thou not tell me of 'a pentle pair 
That Ii let thy Narciſſus are ? 
Dr iff thou have 


Hid them in ſome flowry cave, 
Tell me but where, 


Sweet Queen of parly, Danghter of the Sphear, 


So may'ft thou be tranſlated to the ſkies, 


And give —_—_ grace to all Hoe ns barmonies, 


Comus. Can any mortal mixture of earths mould 


Breath ſuch divine inchanting raviſhment? 
Sure ſomething holy lodges in that breaſt, 
And with theſe raptures moves the vocal air 
To teſtifie his hidden reſidence. 

How ſweetly did they float upon the wings 
Of ſilence, through the empty-vaulted night 
At every fall ſmoothing the Raven-doune 
Of darkneſs, till it ſmil'd : I have oft heard 
My Mother Circe with the Sirens three, 
Amidſt the flowry-kirtl'd Natades, IT 
Culling their potent herbs, and baleful drugs, 
Who as they ſung, would take the priſon'd Soul, 
And lap it in EAyium : Scyl/a wept, 

And chid her barking waves into attention, 
And fell Charyb4:s murmur'd ſoft applauſe: 
Yet they in pleaſing ſlumber lull'd the fenſe, 
And in ſweet madneſs robb'd it of it ſelf 
But ſuch a ſacred, and home-felt delight, 
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Such ſober certainty of waking bliſs 
Inever heard, till now, I'll ſpeak to her, 250 
And ſhe ſhall be my Queen. Hall foreign wonder 
Whom certain theſe rough ſhades did never breed, 
Unleſs the Goddeſs that in rural ſhrine 
Dwell'ſt here with Pan, or Sy/var, by bleſt Song 
Forbidding every bleak unkindly ſog 255 
To touch the proſperous growth of this tall wood. 


La. Nay gentle Shepherd, ill is loſt that praiſe 
That is addreſt to unattending ears, 
Not any boaſt of fkill, but extreme ſhift 
How to reg ain my ſever d company, 250 
Compell'd me to awake-the courteous Echo 
To give me anſwer from her moſſie couch. 


Cc. What chance, good Lady, hath bereft you thus? 

La. Dim darkneſs, and this leafy labyrinth. 

C.. Could that divide you from near-uthering guides? 265 
La. They left me weary on a graſſy turf. 

C. By ſalſehood, or diſcourteſie, or why? 

La. To ſeek 1'th' vally coal friendly Spring, 

C:. And left your fair ade all unguarded, Lady? 

La. They were but twain, and purpoſed quic!: return. 279 
C . Perhaps fore-ſtalling night prevented them. 

La. How eaſie my misfortune is to bit! 

Ce. Imports their iofs, beſide the preſent need? 


La. No leſs than if I ſhould my Brethers loſe. 
Ii . 
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C2. Were they of manly prime, or youthful bloom? 275 


La. As ſmooth as Hebe's their unrazor d lips. 


Co. Two ſuch I ſaw, what time the labour'd Ox 
In his looſe traces from the furrow came, 
And the ſwink't hedger at his ſupper ſate; 
I ſaw them under a green mantling Vine 
That crawls along the fide of yon ſmall hill, 
Plucking ripe cluſters from the tender ſhoots ; 
Their port was more than human, as they ſtood: 
I took it for a faery viſion 
Of ſome gay creatures of the element, 
That in the colours of the Rainbow live, 
And play 1'th' plighted clouds. I was aw-ſtrook, 
And as I paſt, I worſhipt ; if thoſe you ſeek, 
It were a journey like the path to Heav'n, 
To help you find them. 


La, Gentle Villager 


What readieſt way would bring me to that place? 


Co. Due welt it riſes from this ſhrubby point. 


La. To find out that, good Shepherd, I ſuppoſe 
In ſuch a ſcant allowance of Star-light, 
Would over-taſk the beſt Land-Pilot's art, 
Without the ſure gueſs of. well-praQtis'd feet. 


Co. I know each lane, and every alley green” 
Dingle, or buſhy dell of this wild Wood, 
And every boſky bourn from ſide to fide, 


My daily walks and ancient neighbourhood 


And if your ſtray-attendance be yet lodg'd, 
Or ſhroud within theſe limits, I ſhall know' 
Ere morrow wake, or the low-rooſted Lark 
From her thatch't pallat rowſe; if otherwiſe 
I can conduct you, Lady, to a low 
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But loyal cottage, where you may be ſaſe 
'Till farther queſt.” 


La. Shepherd I take thy word, 

And truſt thy honeſt offer'd courteſie, 
Which oft is ſooner found in lowly ſheds 
With ſmoaky rafters, than in tap'ſtry Halls 310 
And Courts of Princes, where it firſt was nam'd, | 
And yet is moſt pretended: In a place 
Leſs warranted than this, or leſs ſecure 
I cannot be, that I ſhould fear to change it. 
Eye me, bleſt Providence, and ſquare my trial 315 
To my proportion'd ſtrength. Shepherd lead on. 
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The two Brothers. 


E1d. Bro. Unmuffle ye faint Stars, and thou fair Moon 
That wont'ſ{t to love the Traveilers benizon, 
Stoop thy pale viſage through an amber cloud, 
And diſinherit Chaos, that reigns here 320 
In double night of darkneſs, and of ſhades 
Or if your influence be quite damm'd up 
With black uſurping miſts, ſome gentle taper, 
(Though a ruſh-candle from the wicker hole 
Of ſome clay habitation) viſit us 325 
With thy long levell'd rule of ſtreaming light; 
95 And thou ſhalt be our Star of Arcady, 

Or Tyrian Cynoſure. 


2. Bre. Or if our eyes 

Be barr'd that happineſs, might we but hear 

The folded flocks pen d in their watled cotezy 339 
30 Or ſound of paſtoral reed with oaten ſtops; A 

Or whiſtle from the Lodge, or village Cock 

8 Count the night watches to his feathery Dames, 

Twould be ſome ſolace yet, ſome little chearing 

Ia this cloſe dungeon of innumerous boughs. 335 
Ly But O that hapleſs Virgin! our lolt ſiſter, 
zt 112 Where 
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Where may ſhe wander now, whither betak e her 
From the chill dew, amongſt rude burs and thiftles? 
Perhaps ſome cold bank is her boulſter now, 

Or gainſt the rugged bark of ſome broad Elm 

Leans her unpillow'd head, fraught with ſad fears: 
What if in wild amazement, and affright, 

Or, while we ſpeak, within the direful graſp 

Of ſavage hunger, or of ſavage heat? 


Eid. Bre. Peace, Brother, be not over-exquiſite 
To cait the faſhion of uncertain evils z 
For grant they be ſo, while they reſt unknown, 
What need a man foreſtall his date of grief, 
And run to meet what he would moſt avaid? 
Or if they be but falſe alarms of fear, - 
How bitter is ſuch ſelf-deluſion? 
I do not think my Siſter ſo to ſeek, 
Or ſo unprincipl'd in Virtue's book, 
And the ſweet peace that goodneſs boſoms ever, 
As that the ſingle want of light and noiſe 
(Not being in danger, as I truſt ſhe is not) 
Could ſtir the conſtant mood of her calm thoughts, 
And put them into mis-· becoming plight. 
Virtue could ſee to do what Virtue would 
By her own radiant light, though Sun and Moon 
Were in the flat Sea ſunk. And Wiſdoms ſelf 
Oft ſeeks to ſweet retired ſolitude, 
Where with her beſt nurſe Contemplation, 
She plumes her feathers and lets grow her wings, 
That in the various buſtle of reſort 
Were all too ruf1'd, and ſometimes impair'd. 
He that has light within his own clear breaſt 
May Gt i'th' center, and enjoy bright day; 
But he that h des a dark ſoul, and foul thoughts, 
Benighted walks under the mid-day Sun 
. Himſelf is his own dungeon. 


2. Bro. Tis moſt true, 
That muſing meditation moſt aſſects 
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The penſive ſecrecy of deſart cell, | 
Far from the cheerful haunt of men 2nd herds, | 375 
And fits as ſafe as in a ſenat - houſe: 

For who would rob a Hermit of his weeds, 

His few books, or his beads, or maple diſh, 

Or do his gray hairs any violence? | 
But Beauty, like the fair Heſperian tren 380 
Laden with blooming Gold, had need the guard 

Of Dragon- watch with uninchanted eye, N 
To ſave her bloſſoms; and defend her fruit hy, © 
From the raſh hand of bold Incontinence. | 

| You may as well ſpread out the unſun'd heaps 335 

Of Miſers treaſure by an Outlaw's den, 

And tell me itis ſafe, as bid me hope 

Danger will wink on opportunity, 

And let a fingle helpleſs Maiden paſs 

Uninjur'd in this wild ſurrounding waſt: 299 
Of night : or lonelineſs it recks me not, 
I fear the dread events that dog them both, 
Leſt ſome ill-greeting touch attempt the perſon 

Of our unowned Ps 
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Eid. Bro. I do ** Brother, 395 
Inferr, as if I thought my Siſter's ſtate 
Secure without all doubt, or controverſie : 
Yet where an equal poiſe of hope and fear, 
z60 Does arbitrate th* event, my nature is 
That I incline to hope, rather than fear, 499 
And gladly baniſh ſquint ſuſpicion. | 
My Siſter is not ſo defencele(s left 
As you imagine, ſhe has a hidden ſtrength 
555 Which you remember not. 


2. Bro. What hidden ſtrength, 495 
Unleſs the ſtrength of Heav'n, if you mean that? 


E1d. Bro. I mean that too, but yet a hidden ſtrength, 


Which if Heav'n gave it, may be term'd her own: 
1 'Tis 
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Tis Chaſtity, my Brother, Chaſtity: 

She that has that: is clad in compleat ſteel, 
And like a quiver d Nymph with arrows keen 
May trace huge forreſts, and unharbour'd heaths, 
Infamous hills, and ſandy perilous wildes, 
Where through the ſacred rays of Chaſtity, 

No ſavage fierce, Bandite, or Mountaneer 
Will dare to ſoyl her virgin purity ; 

Yea there, where very deſolation dwells 

By grots, and caverns ſhag'd with horrid ſhades, 
She may paſs on with unblench'd majeſty, 

Be it not done in pride, or in preſumption. 
Some ſay no evil thing that walks by night, 

In fog, or fire, by lake; or mooriſh fen, 
Blew meager Hag, or ſtubborn unlaid Ghoſt, 
That breaks his magick chains at Curfue time, 
No Goblin, or ſwart Fairy of the mine, 

Hath hurtful power o'er true Virginity. 

Do ye believe me yet, or ſhall I call 

Antiquity from the old Schools of Greece 

To teſtifie the arms of Chaſtity? 

Hence had the huntreſs Dian her dread bow, 
Fair filver-ſhafted Queen for ever chaſte, 
Wherewith ſhe tam'd the brinded Lioneſs 

And ſpotted mountain Pard, but ſet at nought 
The frivolous bolt of Cupid yz Gods and men 
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Fear'd her ſtern frown, and ſhe was Queen o'th' WO 35 


What was that ſnak y- headed Gorgon ſhield 

That wiſe Minerva wore, unconquer'd Virgin, 
Wherewith ſhe freez'd her fotsto congeal'd —_ 
But rigid looks of chaſte auſterity, | 
And noble grace that daſh'd brute violence 

With ſudden adoration, and blank awe? 

So dear to Heav'n is Saintly Chaſtity, 

That when a Soul is found fincerely fo, 

A thouſand liveried Angels lacky her, 

Driving far off each thing of fin and guilt, 

And in clear dream, and ſolemn viſi 


Tell 


e 


A hi 


On ſeveral Occaſions. 


Tell her of things that no groſs ear can hear, 
Till oft-converſe with heav'nly habitants 
Begin to caſt a beam on th' outward ſhape, 
The unpolluted Temple of the mind, 

And turns it by degrees tothe Soul's eſſence, 
Till all be made immortal: but when Luſt, 
By unchaſte looks, looſe geſtures, and foul talk, 
But moſt by leud and laviſh a& of fin, 

Lets in defilement to theinward parts, 

The Soul grows clotted by contagion, 
Imbodies, andimbrutes, till ſhe quite loſe 
The divine property of her firſt being. 

Such are thoſe thick and gloomy ſhadows damp 
Oſt ſeen in charnel vaults, and ſepulchres, 
Lingring, and fitting by a new made grave, 
As loth to leave the body that it lov'd, 

And linkt it ſelf by carnal ſenſuality 

To a degenerate and degraded ſtate. 


2. Bro. How charming is divine Philoſophy! 
Not harſh, and crabbcd, as dull fools ſuppoſe, 
But muſical as is Apollo's Lute, 

And a perpetual feaſt of nectar d ſweets, 
Where no crude ſurfeit reigns. 


Fd. Bra. Liſt, liſt, I hear 
Some far off hollow break the ſilent air. 


2. Bre. Methought ſo too; what ſhould it be? 


Ed. Bre. For certain 
Either ſome one like us night-founder'd here, 
Or elſe Neighbour Woodman, or, at worſt, 
Some roaving Robber calling to his fellows. 
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2. Bre. Heav'n keep my Siſter. Agen, agen, and near; 


Beſt draw, and ſtand upon our guard. 
114 
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Eid. Bro. I'll hollow; 
If he be ſriendly he comeswell; if not, 


Defence is a good cauſe, and Heav'n be for us. 486 


The attendant Spirit, habited like a Shepherd. 


That hollow I ſhould know, what are you? ſpeak. 
Come not too ncar, you fall on iron ſtakes elle. 


Spir. What voice is that? my young Lord? ſpeak agen. 


2. Byc. O Brother, tis my Father's Shepherd ſure. 


EI. Bre. Thyrfis ? whoſe artful ſtrains have oft delay d 485 


The hudling brook to hear his madrigal, 

And ſwe : tn'd every muſkroſe of the dale. 

How cam'ſt thou here, good Swain? hath any Ram 

Slipt from the fo d, or young kid loſt his dam, ' 
Or ſtraggling Weather the pen't flock forſook ? 499 
How could'ſt thou find this dark ſequeſter'd nook ? 


Shir. O my lov'd Maſter's heir, and his next joy, 
I came not*here on ſuch a trivial toy 
As a ſtray'd Ewe, or to purſue the ſtealth 
Qt pilſering Wolf, not all the fleecy wealth 495 
That doth inrich theſe downs, is worth a thought 
To this my errand, and the care it brought. 
But, O my Virgin Lady, where is ſhe? 
How chance ſhe is nt in your company? 


E d. Bre. Totellthee ſadly, Shepherd, without blame, 500 
Or our neglect, we loſt her as we came. 


Shir. Ay me unhappy ! then my fears aretrue. 
Eid. Bro. What fears, good TI? Prethee briefly ſhew, 
« &pir. T'll tell ye, tis not vain or fabulous, 


Thouch ſo eſteem'd by ſhallow ignorance) cOC 
4 What 
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What the ſage Poets, taught by th' Heav'nly Muſe, 
Story'd of old in high immortal verſe, 

Of dire Chimera's and inchanted Iſles, 

And riſted rocks whoſe entrance leads to Hell, 

For ſuch there be, but unbehef is blind. 

Within the navel of this hideous Wood, 
Immur'd in Cypreſs ſhades a Sorcerer dwells, 
Of Bacchus and of Circe born, great C mus, 
Deep skill'd in all his Mother's Witcheries, 
And here to every thirlty wanderer, 

By ſly enticement gives his baneful cup, 

With many murmurs mixt, whoſe pleafing poiſon 
The viſage quite transforms of him that drinks, 
And the inglorious likeneſs of a beaſt 

Fixes inſtead, unmoulding reaſon's mintage 
Character d in the face; this have I learnt 
Tending my flocks hard by i'th' hilly crofts, 
That brow this bottom glade, whence night by night 
He and his monſtrous rout are heard to howl 
Like ſtabled Wolves, or Tigers at their prey, 
Doing abhorred rites to Hecate 

In their obſcured haunts of inmoſt bowres. 

Yet have they many baits, and guileful ſpells 
To inveigle and invite th unwary ſenſe 

Of them that paſs unweeting by the way. 

This evening late by then the chewing flocks 
Had ta'n their ſupper on the ſavoury herb 

Of knot-graſs dew-beſprent, and were in fold, 
I ſate me down to watch upon a bank 

With ivy canopied, and interwove 

With flaunting hony-ſuckle, and began 

Wrapt in a pleaſing fit of melancholy, 

To meditate my rural minſtrelſie, 

Till ſan y had her fill, but ere a cloſe 

The wonted roar was up amidſt the woods, 
And fill'd the air with harbarous diſſonance, 

At which I ceas'd, and liſten'd them a while, 
Till an unuſual ſtop of ſudden ſilence 
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Gave reſpite to the drowſie frighted ſteeds 

That draw the litter of cloſe-cartain'd Nleep, 

At laſt a ſoft and ſolemn breathing found 

Roſe like a ſteam of rich diftiNt'd perfumes, 

And ſtole upon the air, that even Silence 

Was took ere ſhe was ware, and wiſht ſhe might 

her nature, and be never more, 

Still to beſo diſplac'd. I was all ear, 

And took in trains that might create a Soul 

Under the ribs of Death; but O ere long 

Too well I did perceive it was the voice 

Of my moft honour'd Lady, your dear Siſter. 

Amaz'd I ſtood, harrow'd with grief and fear, 
And O poor hapleſs Nightingale thought I, 

Ho ſweet thou ſing'ſt, how near the deadly ſnare! 

Then down the Lawns I ran with headlong haſte 

Through paths and turnings often trod by day, 

Till guided by mine ear I found the place 

Where that damn'd Wiſard hid in ſly diſguiſe 

{For ſo by certain ſigns I knew) had met 

Already, ere my beſt ſpeed could prevent, 

The aidleſs innocent Lady his wiſht prey, 

Who gently ask't if he had ſeen ſuch two, 

Suppoſing him ſome neighbour villager ; 

Longer I durſt not ſtay, but ſoon I gueſs'd 

Ye were the two ſhe meant, with that I ſprung 

Into ſwift flight, till I had found you here. 

But further know I not. 


2 Bro. O night and ſhades, 
How are ye join'd with Hell in triple knot, 
Againſt th unarmed weakneſs of one Virgin, 
Alone, and helpleſs! Is this the confidence 
You gave me, Brother ? 


Ed. Bro. Tes, and keep it ſtill. 
Lean on it ſafely, n6t a period 
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Shall be unſaid for me; againſt the threats 

Of malice or of ſorcery, or that power 580 
Which erring men call Chance, this I hold firm, 

Virtue may be aſſail'd, but never hurt, 

Surpriz'd by unjuſt force, but not inthrall'd, 

Yeaeven that which miſchief meant moſt harm, 

Shall in the happy trial prove moſt glory. 5835 
But evil on it ſelf ſhall back recoyl, 

And mix no more with goodneſs, when at laſt 

Gather d like ſcum, and ſettl'd to it ſelf, 

It ſhall be in eternal reſtleſs change 

Self-fed, and ſelf- conſumed; if this fail, 

The pillar d firmament is rottenneſs, 590 
And earth's baſe built on ſtubble. But come let's on. 
Againſt th' oppoſing will and arm of Heav'n 

May never this juſt Sword be lifted up 

But for that damn'd Magician, let hitn be girt n 

With all the grieſly legions that troop | 595 
Under the ſooty flag of Acheron, 

Harpyes and Hydra's, or all the monſtrous forms 

*Twixt Africa and Inde, 1'll find him out, 

And force him to reſtore his purchaſe back, 

Or drag him by the curls, to a foul death, 60d 
Cuts'd as his life. 


Spir. Alas! good vent'rous Youth, 
I love thy courage yet, and bold empriſe, 
But here thy Sword can do thee little ſtead 3 | 
Far other arms, and other weapons muſt 605 
Be thoſe that quell the might of Helliſh charms 
He with his bare wand can unthred thy joyaths 
And crumble all thy ſinews. 


Eld. Bro. Why prethee, Shepherd 
How durſt thou then thy ſelf approach ſo near, 610 
As to make this relation ? 


Spir . 
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Spir. Care and utmoſt ſhifts 

How to ſecure the Lady trom ſurpriſal, 
Brought to my ming. a certain Shepherd Lad, 
Of ſmall regard to ſee to, yet well $kill'd 
In every virtuous plant and healing herb 
That ſpreads her verdant leaf to th' morning ray; 
He lov'd me well, and oft would beg me ſing, 
Whieh when I did, he on the tender graſs 
Would ſit, and hearken even to extaſie, 
And in requital ope his leathern ſcrip, 
And ſhew me ſimples of a thouſand names, 
Telling their ſtrange and vigorous faculties ; 
Amongſt the reſt a ſmall unſightly root, 
But of divine effect, he cull'd me out; 
The leaf was darkiſh, and had prickles on it, 
But in another Country, as he ſaid, 
Bore a bright Golden flowre ; but in this ſoyl 
Upknown, and like eſteem'd, and the dull Swain 
Treads on it daily with his clouted ſhoon, 
And yet more med'cinal is it than that Moly 
That Hermes once to wiſe Ulyſſes gave; 
Hecall'd it Hæmony, and gave it me, 
And bad me keep it as of ſov'raign uſe 
Gainſt all inchantments, mildew, blaſt or damp, 
Or ghaſtly Furies apparition 
I purs'd it up, but little reck'ning made, 
Till now that this extremity compell'd, 
But now I find it true, for by this means 
I knew the foul Inchanter, tho* diſguis'd, - 
Enter'd the very lime-twigs of his ſpells, 
And yet came off: if you have this about you 
(As I will give you when we go) you may 
Boldly aſſault the Necromancer's Hall; 
Where if he be, with dauntleſs hardihood, 
And brandiſht blade ruſh on him, break his glaſs, 
And ſhed the luſcious liquor on the ground; 
But ſeize his wand; though he and his curſt crew 
Fierce ſign of battail make, and menace high, 
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Or like the Sons of Vulcan vomit ſmoak, 650 
Yet will they ſoon retire, if he but ſhrink. - 


Eid. Bre. Thyrfis lead on apace, I'll follow thee, 
And ſome good Angel bear a ſhield before us. 


The Scene changes to a ſtately Palace, ſet out 
with all manner of deliciouſneſs : ſoft Mu- 
fich, Tables ſpread with all dainties. Co- 
MUS appears with his rabble, and the Lady 
ſet in an inchanted chair, to whom he of- 
fers his Glaſs, which ſhe puts by, and goes 


about to riſe. 


Cmus. Nay; Lady, ſit; if I but wavethis wand, 
Your nerves are all chain'd up in alabaſter, | 655 
And you a ſtatue, or as Daphne was, 
Root- bound, that fled Apollo. 


La. Fool, do not boaſt, 
Thou canꝰſt not touch the freedom of my mind TY 
With all thy charms, although this corporal rind 660 
Thou haſt immanacl'd, while Heav'n ſees good. & 


C. Why are you vext Lady? why do you frown? 

Here dwell no ſrowns, nor anger, from theſe gates 

Sorrow flies far : See here be all the pleaſures 

That fancy can beget on youthful thoughts, 665 
When the freſh blood grows lively, and returns 

Brisk as the April buds in primroſe- ſeaſon. 
And firſt behold this cordial julep here 

That flames, and dances in his chiryſtal bounds 

With ſpirits of balm, and fragrant ſyrops mixt, 670 
Not that Nepenthes which the Wife of Thone, 

In Egypt gave to Fove-born Helena 

Is of ſuch power to ſtir up joy as this, 

To life fo friendly, or ſo cool to thirſt. 

Why ſhould you be ſo cruel to your (ell, $75 
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And to thoſe dainty limbs which Nature lent 
For gentle uſage, and ſoft delicacy? 

But you invert the cov'nants of her truſt, 
And harſhly deal like an ill borrower 

With that which you receiv'd on other terms, 
Scorning the unexempt condition 

By which all mortal frailty muſt ſubſiſt, 
Refreſhment after toil, eaſe after pain, 

That have been tir d all day without repaſt, 
And timely reſt have wanted, but fair Virgin 


This will reſtore all ſoon. 


La. *Fwill not, falſe trairor, 

"Twill not reſtore the truth and honeſty 
That thou haſt baniſht from thy tongue with lies. 
Was this the cottage, and the ſafe abode 

Thou told'ſt me of? What grim aſpects are theſe, 
Theſe ugly-headed Monſters? Mercy guard me! 


Hence with thy brew'd inchantments, foul deceiver, 
- Haſf thou betray'd my credulous innocence 


With viſor d falſehood, and baſe forgery, | 
And would'& thou ſeek again to trap me here 
With lickeriſh baits fit to inſnare a brute ? 
Were it a draft for Funo when ſhe banquets, 

I would not taſte thy treaſonous offer ; none 
But ſuch as are good men can give good things, 
And that which is not good, is not delicious 
To a well-govern'd and wiſe appetite. 


Co. O fooliſhneſs of men! that lend their ears 
To thoſe budge Doctors of the Storck furr, 
And fetch their precepts from the Cynick Tub, 
Praiſing the lean and fallow abſtinence. | 
Wherefore did Nature pour her bounties forth, 
With ſuch a full and unwithdrawing hand, 
Covering the Earth with odours, fruits, and flocks, 
Thronging the Seas with ſpawn innumerable, 
But all to pleaſe, and ſate the curious taſte ? 
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And ſet to work millions of ſpinning worms, | [ 
That in their green ſhops weave the ſmooth hair d fil 
To deck her Sons; and that no corner might 

Be vacant of her plenty, in her own loyns 715 
She hatch't tlyall-worſhipt Ore, and precious Gems 

To ſtore her children with; if all the world 
Should in a pet of temperance feed on pulſe, 

Drink the clear ſtream, and nothing wear but Frieze, 
Th'all-giver would beunthank't, would be unprais'd, 720 
Not half his riches known, and yet deſpis d, 

And we ſhould ſerve him as a grudging Maſter, 

As a penurious niggard of his wealth, 

And live like Nature's baſtards, not her fons, 

Who would be quite ſurcharg'd with her own weight, 725 
And ſtrangl'd with her waſte fertility, 

Th'earth cumber'd,. and the wing'd air dark't with plumes, 
The herds would over-multitude their Lords, 

The Sea o'erfraught would ſwell, and the unſought Diamonds, 
Would ſo emblaze the forehead of the deep, 730 
And ſo beſtudd with Stars, that they below 
Would grow inur'd to light, and come at laſt 

To gaze upon the Sun with ſhameleſs brows. 

Liſt Lady, be not coy, and be not coſen'd 

With that ſame vaunted name Virginity, 735 
Beauty is Nature's coin, muſt not be hoarded, 

But muſt be current, and the good thereof 

Conſiſts in mutual and partaken bliſs, 

Unſavoury in th'injoyment of it itſelf, 

If you let lip time, like a neglected roſe | 740 
It withers on the ſtalk with languiſh't head. 

Beauty is Nature's brag, and muſt be ſhown 

In Courts, at Feaſts, and high Solemnities, 

Where moſt may wonder at the workmanſhip. 

It is for homely features to keep home, 745 
They had their name thence ; courſe completions 

And cheeks of ſorry grain will ferve to ply 

The ſampler, and to teize the huſwifes wool, 

What need a vermeil- tinctur d lip for that, 
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Love - darting eyes, or treſſes like the Morn? 870 
There was another meaning in theſe giſts; : a 
Think what, and be advis'd, you are but young yet. 


La. I had no thought to have unlockt my lips 
this unhallow d air, but that this Jugler 
Would think to charm my judgment, as mine eyes, 79 
Obtruding falſe rules, prankt in Reaſon's garb. 
I hate when Vice can bolt her arguments, | 
And Virtue has no tongue to check her pride; 
Impoſtor, do not charge moſt innocent Nature, 


As if ſhe would her children ſhould be riotous 760 


With her abundance z ſhe good catereſs 
Means her proviſion only to the good, 
That live according to her Sober laws, 
And holy dictate of ' ſpare Temperance: 
If every juſt man that now pines with want 765 
Had but a moderate and beſeeming ſhare 

Of rhat which lewdly-pamper'd Luxury 

Now heaps upon ſome few with vaſt exceſs, 

Nature's full bleflings would be well diſpenc d, 

In unſuperfluous even proportion, 779 
And ſhe no whit encumber'd with her ſtore, 

And then the giver would be better thank'd, 

His praiſe due paid; for ſwiniſh gluttony 

Ne'er looks to Heay'n amidſt his gorgeous feaſt, 
But with beſotted baſe ingratitude 775 
Cramms, and blaſphemes his feeder. Shall I go on? 

Or have I ſaid enough ; To him that dares 

Arm his prophane tongue with contemptuous words 
Againſt the Sun-clad power of Chaſtity ; 

Fain wou'd1 ſomething ſay, yet te what end? 780 
Thou haſt not ear, nor ſoul to apprehend 

The ſublime notion, and high myſtery 

That muſt be utter'd to unfold the ſage 

And ſerious doctrine of Virginity 3 

And thou art worthy that thou ſhould'ſt not know — 735 

More happineſs than this thy preſent lot. 
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Enjoy your dear wit, and gay chetorick 
That hath ſo well been taught her dazling ſence, 
Thou art not fit to hear thy ſelf convinc'd ; 
Vet ſhould I try, the encontrouled warth 
Of this pure cauſe would kindle my rap't ſpirits 790 
Tao ſuch a flame of ſacred vehemencs, 
That dumb things would be mov'd to ſympathize, 
And the brute Earth would lend her nerves, and ſhake, 
Till all thy magick ſiructures rea d ſo high, 
Were ſhatter'd into heaps o'er thy falſe head. 755 


Co. She fables not, I feel that I do fear 
Her words ſet off by ſome ſuperior power; 
And though not mortal, yet a cold ſhudd'ring dew 
Dips me all o'er, as when the wrath of Fove 
Speaks thunder, and the chains of Erebus 800 
To ſome of Saturn's crew. I muſt diſſemble, 
And try her yet more ſtrongly. Come, rio more, 
This is meer moral babble, and direct 
Againſt the Canon Laws of our Foundation; 
J muſt not ſuffer this, yet dis but the lees 80g 
And ſettlings of a melancholy blood: 
But this will cure all ſtreight, one fip of this 
Will bathe the drooping ſpirits in delight, 
Beyond the bliſs of dreams. Be wife, and taſte.— 


The Brothers ruſh in with Swords drawn, 


wreſt his Glaſs out of his hand, and break 
it againſt the ground ; his rout make ſign of 
reſiſtance, but are all driven in. The at- 
tendant Spirit comes in. 


Spir. What, have.yau let the falſe Enchanter ſcape? $19 
O ye miſtook, ye ſhould have ſnatcht his wand 
And bound him ſaſt; without lus rod revers'd, 
And backward mutters of diffevering power, 


Wecanhot free the Lady that fits here 
K K In 
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Come let us haſte, the Stars grow high, 
But night fits Monarch yet in the mid fy. 


The Scene changes, preſenting Ludlow Town, 
and the Preſident's Caſtle, then come in 
Country Dancers, after them the attendant 
Spirit, with the two Brothers and the Lady. 


s ON G. 


Spir. Back, Shepherds, back, enough you play, 
Till next Sun-ſhine holiday, 
Here be without duck or nod 
Other trippings to be trod 
Of lighter toes, and ſuch court guiſe 
As Mercury did firſt deviſe 
With the mincing Dryades 

On the lawns, and on the leas. 


This ſecond Song preſents them to their 
Father and Mother, 


Noble Lord and Lady bright, 
I have brought ye new delight, 
Here behold ſo goodly grown 
Three fair branches of your own : 
Heaw'n hath timely try'd their youth, 
Their faith, their patience, and their truth, 
And ſent them here through hard aſſays 
With a crown of deatbleſs praiſe, 

To triumph in wifterious dance 
O'er ſenſual folly, and intemperauce, 


The Dances ended, the Spirit Epi Joguizes, 


Spir. To the Ocean now I fly, 
And thoſe happy climes that ly 035 
| Where 
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Where day never ſhuts his eye, 
Up in the broad fields of the ſky : 
There I ſuck the liquid air 
All amidſt the Gardens fair 
Of Heſperus, and his daughters three 
That ſing about the golden tree: 
Along the criſped ſhades and bowres 
Revels the ſpruce and jocund Spring, 
The Graces, and the rofie-boſom'd Hours, 
Thither all their bounties bring ; 
There eternal Summer dwells, 
And weſt winds, with muſky wing 
About the cedar'n alleys fling 
Nard, and Caſſia's balmy ſmells ; 
Iris there with humid bow, 
Waters the odorous banks that blow 
Flowers of more mingled hew 
Than her purfled ſcarf can ſhew, 
And drenches with Zlyfan dew 
(Liſt mortals, if your ears be true) 
Beds of Hyacinth and Roſes, 
Where young Adonis oft repoſes, 
Waxing well of his deep wound 
In lumber ſoft, and on the ground 
Sadly fits th. Arian Queen 
But far above in ſpangled ſheen 
Celeſtial Cu pid her fam'd Son advanc'd, 
Holds his dear Pſyche ſweet intranc'd, 
After her wandring labours long, 
Till free conſent the Gods among 
Make her his eternal Bride, 
And from her fair unſpotted fide 
Two bliſsful twins are to be born, 
Youth and joy; ſo Fove hath ſworn» 
I can fly, or I can run 
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Sabrina riſes, — by Water-Nymphs ; 


Sings. 


By the ruſhy-fringed bank, 
2 Where grows the willow 2 the ofier dani. 
: My ſliding Chariot flays, 
Thick ſet w01th Appt, and the qzure ſheen 
Of Turkis blew, and Empauld green 
That in the channel ftrays,. 


if from off the water; fleet 

Thus I ſet my printleſs feet 

O'er the cowſlips velvet bead, 
. That bends not as I tread, 


Gentle ſwain at thy oe 
. 1 am here. 


Spir. Goddeſs dear 
We implore thy powerful hand k 
To undo the charmed band 
Of true Virgin here diſtreſt, 
Through the force, and through the wile 
Of unbleſt inchanter vile. 


ab. Shepherd, ur my office beſt f 

To help inſnared chaſtity; 885 
Brighteſt Lady look on me, 

Thus I ſprinkle on thy breaſt 

Drops that from my fountain pure, 

1 have kept of precious cure, 

Thrice upon thy fingers tip, 

Thrice upon thy rubied lip, 

Next this marble venom'd ſeat. 

Smear'd with gumms of glutinous heat 
I touch with chaſte palms moiſt and cold, 
Now the ſpell hath loſt his hold; 895 
And I muſt haſte ere morning hour 

To wait in Amphitrite's bow'r. 


Sabrina 
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Sabrina deſcends, and the Lady riſes out of 
her Seat. 


Spir. Virgin daughter of Locreney 

Sprung of old Ancbiſes line, 
May thy brimmed waves for this 909 
Their full tribute never miſs 
From a thouſand petty rills, 
That tumble down the ſnowy hills ; 
Summer drouth, or ſinged air 
Never ſcorch thy treſſes fair, 905 
Nor wet Octeber's torrent flood 
Thy molten cryſtal fill with mud: 
May thy billows rowl aſhoar 
The Beryl, and the gelden Ore, 
May thy lofty head be crown'd 910 : 
With many a tower and terraſs round, 
And here and there thy banks upon 
With groyes of myrrhe, and cinnamon. 

Come, Lady, while Heav'a lends us grace, | 
Leſt the Sorcerer us intice 

With ſome other new device. 
Not a waſte, or needleſs ſound, \ 
Till we come to holier ground; 
I ſhall be your faithful guide 929 
Through this gloomy covert wide, 
And not many furlongs thence 
Is your Father's Reſidence, ; 
Where this night are met in ſtate 
Many a friend to gratulate 925 
His wiſh'd preſence, and beſide 
Altthe Swains that there abide, 

With jigs, and rural dance reſort, 
We ſhall catch them at their ſport, 
And our ſudden coming there 939 
Will double all their mirth and chear z 
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In ſtony fetters fixt, and motionleſs. 

Yet ſtay, be not difturb'd, now I bethink me, 
Some other means I have which may be us'd, 
Which once of Melibæus old I learnt, 

The ſootheſt Shepherd that e'er pip't on plaius. 

There is a gentle Nymph, not far from hence, 

That with moiſt curb ſways the ſmooth S:wern ſtream, 
Sabrina is her name, a Virgin pure, 

Whilom ſhe was the daughter of Locrine, 

That had the Scepter from his Father Brute. 

She guiltleſs damſel flying the mad purſuit | 

Of her enraged Stepdam Guendolen, 
Commended her fair innocence to the flood 

That ſtay'd her flight with his croſs- flowing courſe, 
The water-Nymphs that in the bottom plaid, 
Held up their pearled wriſts and took her in, 
Bearing her ſtraight to aged Nereus' Hall, 
Who piteous of her woes, rear'd her lank head, 
And gave her to his daughters to imbathe 

In nectar'd lavers ſtrew'd with aſphodil, . 
And through the porch and inlet of each ſenſe 
Dropt in ambroſial oyls till ſhe reviy'd, 
And underwent aquick immortal change, 

Made Goddeſs of the River; ſtill ſhe retains 

Her maiden gentleneſs, and oft at eve 

Viſits the herds along the twilight meadows, 
Helping all urchin blaſt, and ill-luck figns 

That the ſhrewd medling Elfe delights to make, 
Which ſhe with precious viol'd-liquors heals. 

For which the Shepherds at their Feſtivals 
Carrol her goodneſs loud in ruſtick lays, 
And throw ſweet garland wreaths into her ſtream 
Of pancies, pinks and gaudy daffadils. 
And, as the old Swain ſaid, the can unlock 
The claſping charm, and thaw the numming ſpell, 
If ſhe be right invok'd in warbled Song 
For maidenhood ſhe loves, and will be ſwift 

To aid a Virgin, ſuch as was her ſelf, 
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In hard- beſetting need z this will I try, 
And add the pow r of ſome adjuring verſe. 


SON G. 
Sabrina fair, 


Liſten where thou art ſitting 
Under the glaſſie, cool, tranſlucent wave, 
In twiſted braids of lillies knitting 
De looſe train of thy amber-dropping bair z 
Liften for dear Honour's ſake, 
Goddeſs of the ſilver lake, 
Liften and ſave, 


Liſten and appear to us, 855 

In name of great Oceanus, 

By the earth-ſhaking Neptune's mace, 

And Tethys grave majeſtick pace, 

By hoary Ne reus wrinkled look, | 

And the Carpathian wiſard's hook, 865 

By ſcaly Triton's winding ſhell, — 

And old ſooth-ſaying Glaucus ſpell, 

By Leucothea's lovely hands, 

And her Son that rules the ſtrands, 

By Thet!s tinſel-ſlipper'd feet, 865 

And the Songs of Sirens ſweet, . 
By dead Parthenope's dear tomb, 

And fair Ligea's golden comb, 

Wherewith ſhe fits on diamond rocks, 

Sleeking her ſoft alluring locks, 870 

By all the Nympbs that nightly dance 

Upon thy ſtreams with wily glance, 

Riſe, riſe, and heave thy roſie head 

From thy coral-paven bed, 

And bridle in thy headlong wave, 875 

Tillthou our ſummons anſwer'd have. 

| Liſten and ſave. 
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Quickly to the green earth's end 
Where the bow'd welkin flow doth bend, 
And from thence can ſoar as ſoon 
Tothe corners of the Moon. 
Mortals that would follow me, 
Love virtue, ſhe alone is free, 
She can teach ye how to clime 
Higher than the Sphery chime 
Or if virtue feeble were, 
Heav'n it ſelf would ſtoop to her. 
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CONCERNING 


EDUCATION; 


TO 


Mr. SAMUEL HARTLIE, 
Written about the Year 1650. 


Ma. HARTTIB, 


Am long fince perſuaded, that to fay or do ought worth 
memory and imitation, uo purpoſe or reſpe& ſhould ſooner 
move us, than fimply the love of God, and of Mankind. 
Nevertheleſs to write now of the reforming of Education, 
though it be one of the greateſt and nobleſt deſigns that can be 
thought on, and for the want whereof this Nation periſhes, 
I had not yet at this time been induc d, but by your eatheſt 
entteaties, and ſerious conjurements z as having my mind for 
the preſent half diverted in the purſuance of fome other aſſer · 
tions, the knowledge and the uſe of which cannot but be 2 
great furtherance both to the enlargement of truth, and honeſt 
living, with much more peace. Nor ſhould the laws of any 
private friendſhip have prevail'd with me to divide thus, or 

tranſpoſe my former thoughts, but that I ſee thoſe aims, thoſe 
actions which have won you with me the eſteem of à perſon 
ſent hither by ſore good providence from a far Country, to be 
the occaſion and the incitement of great good to this Iſland. 
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City throughout this Land, which would tend much to the 
encreaſe of Learning and Civility every where, This num. 
ber; leſs or more thus collected, to the conveniency of a foot 
Company, or interchangeably two Troops of Cavalry, ſhould 
divide their days work into three parts, as it lies orderly. 
Their Studies, their Exerciſe, and their Diet. 


For their Studies, Firſt they ſhould begin with the chief and 
neceſſary Rules of ſome good Grammar, either that now us d, 
or any better: and while this is doing, their ſpeech is to be 
 faſhion'd to a diſtin and clear pronunciation, as near as may 
be to the Italian, eſpecially in the vowels. For we Eng liſp- 
men being far northerly, do not open our mouth, in the cold 
air, wide enough to grace a ſouthern Tongue; but are ob- 
ſerv'd by all other Nations to fpeak exceeding cloſe and in- 
ward: So that to fmatter Latin with an Engliſþ mouth, is as 
ill a hearing as Law- French. Next to make them expert In 
the uſeſulleſt points of Grammar, and withall to ſeaſon them, 
and win them early to the love of virtue and true labour, ere 
any flattering ſeducement, or vain principle ſeiſe them wap- 
dering ; ſome eafie and delightful Book of E lucation would 
be read to them; whereof the Greeks have ſtore, as Cebes, 
Plutarch, and other Socratic diſcourſes. But in Latin we 
have none of claſſic authority extant, except the two or three 
firſt books of Reiilian, and ſome ſelect pieces elſewhere, 
But here the main (kill and ground-work will be, to temper 
them ſuch lectures and explanations npon every opportunity, 
25 may lead and draw them jn willing obedience, enflam'g 
with the ſtudy of Learning, and the admiration of Virtue 
ſtirr'd up with high hopes of living to be brave Men, and 

® worthy Patriots, dear to God, and famous to all Ages. That 
they may deſpiſe and fcorn all their childiſh, and ill- taught 
qualities, to delight in manly, and liberal exerciſes: which he 
who hath the art, and proper eloquence to catch them with, 
what. with mild and effectual perſuaſions, and what with the 
intimation of ſome fear, if need be, but chiefly by his on 
example, might in a ſhort ſpace gain them to an incredi- 
ble diligence and courage: infuſing into their young _— 
uch 
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an ingenuous and noble ardor as would not fail to make many 
of them renowned and matchleſs Men. At the ſame time, 
ſome other hour of the day, might be taught them the Rules 
of Arithmetick, and ſoon after the Elements of Geometry 
even playing, as the old manner wil After evening repaſt, 
till bed-time, their thoughts will be beſt taken up in the eaſſe 
grounds of Religion, and the ſtory of Scripture. The next 
ſep would be to the Authors of Axriculture, Cato, Varro, 
and Columella, for the matter is 'moſt eaſie, and if the lan. 
guage be difficult, fo much the better, it is not a difficulty 
above their years. And here will be an occaſion of inciting 
and inabling them hereafter to improve the tillage of their 
Country, to recover the bad ſoil, and to remedy the waſte 
that is made of good: for this was one of Hercule:'s praiſes. 
Ere half theſe Authors be read (which will ſoon be with ply- 
ing hard, and daily) they cannot chuſe but be Maſters of any 
ordinary proſe. So that it will be then ſeaſonable for them to 
learn in any modern Author, the uſe of the Globes, and all 
the Maps; firſt with the old names, and then with the new : 
or they might be then capable to read any compendious me- 
thod of natnral Philoſophy. And at the ſame time might be 
entering into the Greek Tongue, after the ſame manner as was 
betore preſcrib d i in the Latin; whereby the difficulties of 
Grammar being ſoon overcome, all the hiſtorical Phyſiology 
of Ariſtotle and Theophraſtus ace open before them, and as I 
may ſay, under contribution, The like acceſs will be to Vi- 
truvius, to Senecas natural Quettions, to Mela, Ceiſus, Pli- 
ny, or Solinus. And having thus paſt the Principles of Aritb- 
metick, Geometry, Aftronomy, and Geography, with a general 
campact of Phyſicks, they may deſcend in Mat bematicts to 
the inſtrumental ſcience of Trigonometry, and from thence to 
Fortification, Architecture, Enginry, or Navigation. And 
in natural Philoſophy they may proceed leiſurely from the 
Hiſtory of Meteors, Minerals, Plants and living Creatures 
as far az Anatomy. Then alſo in courſe might be read to 
them out of ſome not tedious Writer the inſtitution of Phy- 
ſick ; that they may know the tempers, the humours, the 
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tain forms got into memory, they were led to the praxis there» 
of in ſome choſen ſhort book leſſon d throughly to them, 
they might then forthwith proceed to learn the ſubſtance of 
good things, and arts in dne order, which would bring the 
whole Language quickly into their power, This 1 take to be 
the moſt rational and moſt profitable way of learning Lan- 
guages, and whereby we may beſt hope to give account to 
God of our youth ſpent herein. And for the uſual method 
of teaching Arts, I deem it to be an old error of Univerſities 
not yet well recover d from the Scholaſtick groſsneſs of barba- 
rous Ages, that inſtead of beginning with Arts moſt eaſie, 
and thoſe be ſuch as are moſt obvious to the ſenſe, they pre- 
ſent their young unmatriculat ed Novices at firſt coming with 
the moſt intellective abſtractions of Logick and Metaphyſicks: 
So that they having but newly left thoſe grammatick flats and 
ſhallows where they ſtuck unreaſonably to learn a few words 
with lamentable conſtruction, and now on the ſudden tranſ- 
ported under another climate to be toſt and turmoil'd with 
their unballaſted wits in fadomleſs and unquict decps of con- 
troverſie, do for the moſt part grow into hatred and contempt 
of Learning, mockt and deluded all this while with ragged 
notions and babblements, - while they expected worthy and de- 
lightful Knowledge; till poverty or youthful years call them 
importunately their ſeyeral ways, and haſten them with 
with the ſway of Friends either to an ambitious and mercenary, 
or 1gnorantly zealous divinity : Some allur'd to the trade of 
Law, grounding their purpoſes not on the prudent and hea- 
dre e Juſtice and Equity which was never 
taught th on the promiſing and pleafing thoughts of 
litigious term fat contentions, aud flowing fees; others be- 
take them to State affairs, with Souls ſo unprincipled in Virtue, 
and true generous breeding, that flattery, and court ſhifts, and 
tyrannous aphoriſms appear to them the higheſt points of wiſ- 
dom; inſtilling their barren hearts wich a conſcientious ſlavery, 
if, 35 I rather think, it be not fain d. Others laſtly of a more 
delicious and airy Spirit, retire themſelves knowing no better, 
tothe enjoyments of eaſe and luxury, living out their days in 
ſeaſt and jollity; which indeed is the viſeſt and the ſafeſt 
courſe 
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coutſe of all theſe, unleſs they were with more integrity un- 
dertak en. And theſe are the fruits of miſpending our prime 
youth at the Schools and Univerſities as we do, either in 
learning meer words, or ſuch things chiefly as were better un- 
learnt. 


I ſhall detain you no longer in the demonſtration of what 
we ſhould not do, but ſtraight conduct you to a hill-fide, 
where I will point ye out the right path of à virtuous and no- 
ble education; laborious indeed at the firſt aſcent, but elſe ſo 
ſmooth, ſo green, ſo full of goodly proſpect, and melodious 
ſounds on every fide, that the Harp of Orpheus was not more 
charming. I doubt not but ye ſhall have more ado to drive 
our dulleſt and lazieſt youth, our Rocks and ſtubs from the 
infinite dere of ſuch a happy nurture, than we have now to bale 
and drag our choiceſt and hopefulleſt Wits to that afinine feaſt 
of ſowthiſtles and brambles which is commonly fet before 
them, as all the food and entertainment of their tendereſt 
and moſt docible age. I call therefore a compleat and gene- 
rous Education that which, fits a Man to perform juſtly, ſil- 
fully and magnanimouſly all the offices both private and pyb- 
lick of peace and war, And how all this may be, done betweeg, 
twelve and one and twenty, leſs time than is now beſtow'd in 
pure trifling u Grarggnar 5d. Schi, is to be thus order d. 


Firſt, to find out a ſpatious Houſe, and ground about it, 
fit for an Academy, and big enough to lodge an hundred 
and fifty perſons, whereof twenty or thereabout may be 
attendants, all under the government of one, who ſhall be 
thought of deſert ſufficient, and ability either to do all, or 
wiſely to direct, and oyer-ſee it done. This place ſhould be 
at once both School a nd Univerſity, not needing a remove ta 
any other houſe of (challarſhip, except it be ſome peculiar | 
College of Law, or Phyſick, where they mean to ha practi- 
tioners ; but as for thoſe general ſtudies which take up all our 
time from Lilly to: the commencing, as they term it, Maſter 
of Arts, it ſhould be abſolute. Aſter this pattern, as many 
Bates may be converted to this uſe, 25 ſhall be needful in 
evay 
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And, as I hear, you have obtain d the ſame repute with men 

of moſt approved wiſdom, and ſome of the higheſt authority 

among us. Not to mention the learned correſpondence 

which you hold in foreign parts, and the extraordinary pains 

and diligence which you have us'd in this matter both here, 

and beyond the ſeas ; either by the definite will of God ſo 

ruling, or the peculiar ſway of Nature, which alſo is God's 

working. Neither, can I think that ſo reputed, and ſo valu'd 

as you are, you would to the forfeit of your own diſcerning 
ability, impoſe upon me an unfit nnd over-ponderous argu- 

ment, but that the ſatisfaction which you profeſs to have 
receiv'd from thoſe incidental diſcourſes, which we have wan- 

der'd into, hath preſt and almoſt conſtrain'd you into a pere 
ſuaſion, that what you require from me in this point, I nei- 
ther ought, nor can in conſcience defer beyond this time both 
of ſo much need at once, and ſo much opportutfftyito | try 
what God hath determin d. I will not reſiſt therefore, hat- 

ever it is either of divine, or human obligatation that you lay 

upon me; but will forthwith ſet down in writing, as you re- 

queſt me, that voluntary Idea, which hath long in filence 
preſented itſelf to me, of a better Education, in extent and 
comprehenſion far more large, and yet of time far ſhorter, 
and of attainment far more certain, than hath been yet in 
practice. Brief I ſhall endeavour to be; for that which I 
have to ſay, aſſuredly this Nation hath extream need ſhould 
be done ſooner than ſpoken, To tell you therefore what I 
have benefited herein among old renowned Authors, I ſhall 
ſpare; and to ſearch what many modern Fanuas* and Didac- 
ticks, more than ever I ſhall read, have projected, my inclination 
leads me not. But if you can accept of theſe few obſerva- 
tions which ha ve flowr'd off, and are, as it were) the burn- 
iſhing of many ſtudious and contemplative years altogether 
ſpent in the ſearch of religious and civil Knowledge, ſuch 
as pleas'd you ſo well in the relating, I here give you to 
diſpoſe of. 


The end then of Learning is to repair the ruins of our firſt 


Parents by regaining to know God aright, and out of that 
knowledge 


* 
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to love him, to imitate him, to be like him, 2s we may the 
neareſt by poſſeſſing our ſouls of true Virtue, which being 
united to the heavenly grace of Faith makes up the higheſt 
per ſection. But becauſe our underſtanding cannot in rhis body 
found it ſelf but on ſenſible things, nor arrive ſo clearly to the 
knowledge of God and things inviſible, as by orderly conning 
over the viſible and inferior Creature, the ſame method is ne- 
ceſſarily to be follow d in all diſcreet teaching. And ſeeing 
every Nations affords not experience and tradition enough for 
all kind of Learning, therefore we are chiefly taught the 
Languages of thoſe People who have at any time been moſt 
induſtrious after wiſdota z ſo that Language is but the inſtru- 
ment conveying to us things uſeful to be known. And 
though a Linguiſt ſhould pride himſelf to have all the Tongues 
that Babel cleft the World into, yet, if he have not ſtudied 
the ſolid things in them as well as the words and Lexicons, he 
were nothing ſo much to bc eſteem'd a learned Man, as any 
Yeomaa or Tradeſman competently wiſe in his mother dialect 
only. Hence appear the many miſtake; which have made 
Learning generally ſo unpleaſing and ſo unſucceſsful ; firſt we 
do amiſs to ſpend ſeven or eight years meerly in ſcraping to- 
gether ſo much miſerable Latin and Greek, as might be learnt 
otherwiſe eaſily and delightfully in one year. And that which. 
caſts our proficiency therein ſo much behind, is our time loſt 
partly in too oft idle vacancies given both to ſchools and uni- 
verſities, partly in a prepoſterous exaction, forcing the empty 
wits of Children to compoſe Theams, Verſes and Orations, 
which are the acts of ripeſt judgment and the final work of a 
head fill'd by long reading and obſerving, with elegant maxims, 
and copious invention. Theſe are not matters to be wrung 
from poor ſtriplings, like blood out of the noſe, or the pluck- 
ing of untimely fruit. Beſides the ill habit which they get of 
wretched barbarizing againſt the Latin and Greek Idiom, with 
their untutor'd Ang/iciſms, odious to be read, yet not to be 
avoided without a well continu'd and judicious conyerſing 
among pure Authors digeſted, which they ſcarce taſte, where- 
a, it after ſome preparatory grounds of ſpeech by their cer- 
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feaſons, and how to manage a crudity : which he who can 
wifely and timely do, is not orily a great Phyfician to himfelf, 
and to his Friends, but alſo may at ſome time or other ſave an 
Army by this frugal and expenſdleſs means only; and not let 
the healthy and ſtout bodies of young Men rot zway under 
him for want of this diſcipline z which is a great pity, and no 
leſs a ſhame to the Commander. To ſet forward all theſe 
proceedings in Nature and Mathematicks, what hinders, but 
that they may procure, as oft as ſhalt be needful, the helpful 
Experiences of Hunters, Fowlers, Fiſhermen, Shepherds, 
Gardeners, Apothecaries; and in other Sciences, Architects, 


Engineers, Mariners, Anatomiſts; who doubtleſs would be | 


ready, ſome for reward, and ſome to favour ſuch a hopeful Se- 
minary. And this will give them ſuch a real tincture of na- 
tural knowledge, as they ſhall never forget, bnt daily augment 
with delight. Then alſo thofe-Poets which are now counted 
moſt hard, will be both facit and pleaſant, Orpheus, Hefiod, 
Theocritus, Aratus, Nicander, Oppian, Dionyffus, and in 
Latin, Lucretius, Manilius, and the rural part of Virgil. 


By this time, years and gaod general precepts will have fur- 
nidkt them more diſtiusthy with that, act of reaſon which in 
Ethics is call'd Preeirgh+: that they may with ſarge judgment 
conternplate upon moral Good arid Eyil Ther will be be- 
quir'd a ſpecial reinforcement of conſtant and ſound endoctri- 
nating to ſet them right and firm, inflruAing chem more am- 
in the knowledge of Virtue and the hatred of Vice: while 
their young and pliant aflaftions are led through all the moral 
Works of Plato, Xenephen,, Cicero, Plutareb, Laertius, and 
thale Loca remnants ; but ſull to be reduc'd in their night-« 
wand Gudies wherewith they cloſe the. day's work, under the 
determinate fentence of David or Solomon, or the Evange- 
ligs and Apoſtalic ſcriptures, Being perfect in the knowledge 
of peſonalL dy) they may then begin the ſtudy of Econo- 
mics. And either now, or before this, they may have eafity 
learnt at any odd hour the Hallan Tongue. And foan after, 
but with warineſs and good antidote, it would be wholſame 


nous to let them taſte ſome choice Comedies, Greek, Latin, 
or 
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or ralian: Thoſe Tragedies alſo that treat of houſehold mat - 
ters, as Trachi nia, Alceftis, and the like. The next remove 
muſt be to the ſtudy of Politict:; to know the beginning, 
end, and reaſons of political Societies; that they may not in a 
dangerous fit of the Common-wealth be ſuch poor, ſhakens 
uncertain reeds, of ſuch a tottering conſcience, as many of 
our great Counſellers have lately ſhewn themſelves, but ſted- 
faſt pillars of the State. After this they are to dive into the 
grounds of Law, and legal Juſtice ; deliver'd firſt, and with 
beſt warrant by Moſes 3 and as far as human prudence can be 
truſted, in thoſe extoll'd remains of Grecian Law-givers, 
Licurgus, Solon, Zaleucus, Charondas, and thence to all the 
Roman Edits and Tables with their Fuftinian z and ſo down 
to the Saxen and common Laws of England, and the Sta- 
tutes. Sundays alſo and every evening may be now under- 
ſtandingly ſpent in the higheſt matters of Theology, and 
Church-Hiſtory ancient and modern : and ere this time the 
Hebrew Tongue at a ſet hour might have been gain'd, that 
the Scriptures may be now read in their own original; where-. 
to it ſhould be no impoſſibility to add the Cbaldey, and the 
Syrian Dialect. When all theſe employments are well con- 
quer'd, then will the choice Hiſtories, Heroic Poems, and 
Attic Tragedies of ſtatelieſt and moſt regal argument, with 
all the famous Political Orations offer themſelves; which if 
they were not only read, but ſome of them got by the 
memory, and ſolemnly pronounc'd with right accent and 
grace, as might be taught, would endue them even with 
the ſpirit and vigour of Demoſthenes or Cicero, Euripides, 
or Sopbocles. And now laſtly will be the time to read with 
them thoſe organic Arts which inable Men to diſcourſe and 
write perſpicuonſly, elegantly, and according to the fitted ſtile 
of lofty, mean, or lowly. Logick therefore ſo much as is 
uſeful, is to be referred to this due place with all her well 
coucht heads and topics, untill it be time to open her con- 
tracted palm into a graceful and ornate Rherorick taught out of 
the Rule of Plato, Ariftorle, Phalereus, Cicero, Hermogenes, 
Longinus. To which Poetry would be made ſubſequent, or 
indeed rather precedent, as being leſs ſubtle and fine, but more 
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fimple, ſetiſuous and paſſionate. I mean not here the proſody 
of averſe, which they could not but have hit on before among 
the Rudimetits of Grammar; but that ſublime Art which in 
Ariflotles Poetics, in Horace, and the Italian Commentaries 
of Caftelyetro, Taſſo, Mazzomi, and others, teaches what 
the Laws are of a true Epic Poem, what of a Dramatic, 
what of a Lyric, what Decorum is, which is the grand Ma- 
ſter · plexe to obſerve. This would make them ſoon perceive 
what deſpicable creatures our common Rimers and Play- 
writers be, and ſhew thern, what religious, what glotious and 
rhafnificent uſe might be made of Poetry both in divine and 
humane things. From hence and not till now will be the 
right ſeaſon of forming them to be able Writers and Compoſ- 
ers in every excellent matter, when they ſhall be thus fraught 
with an univetſal inſight into things. Or whether they be to 
ſpeak in Parliament or Counſel, Honour and Attention would 
be waiting on their lips. There would then alſo appear in 
Pulpits other viſages, other geſtures, and ſtuff otherwiſe 
wrought than what we now fit under, oft times to as great a 
trial of our patience as any other that they preach to us. Theſe 
are the ſtudies wherein our noble and our gentle Youth ought 
to beſtow their time in a diſciplinary way from twelve to one 
and twenty ; unleſs they rely more upon their Anceſtors dead, 
than upon themſelves living. In which methodical courſe it 
is ſo ſuppos'd they muſt proceed by the teddy pace of learn- 
ing onward, as. at convenient times for memories ſake to re- 
tire back into the middle ward, and ſometimes into the rear 
of what they have been taught; untill they have confirm'd, 
and ſolidly united the whole body of their perſected know- 
ledge, like the laſt embatteling of a Reman Legion. Now 
will be worth the ſeeing what Exercifes and Recreations may 
beſt agree, and become theſe ſtudies. 


Their 
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' Their EXERCISE, 


The courſe of Study hitherto briefly deſcrib'd, is, hat 1 
can gueſs by reading, lik eſt to thoſe ancient and famous 
Schools of Pythagoras, Plato, Tſocrates, Ariftotle and ſuch 
others, out of which were bred up ſuch a number of re- 
nowned Philoſophers, Orators, Hiſtorians, Poets and Princes 


all over Greece, Italy, and Afia, beſides the flouriſhing 


Studies of Cyrene and Alexandria. But herein it ſhall exceed 
them, and ſupply a defect as great as that which Plato noted 
in the Common-wealth of Sparta; whereas the City train d 
up their Youth moſt for War, and theſe in their Academies 
and Lyceum, all for the Gown, this Inſtitution of breeding 
which I here delineate, ſhall be equally good both for Peace 
and War. Therefore about an hour and a half ere they eat at 
noon ſhould be allow'd them for Exerciſe, and due reſt after- 
wards: But the time for this may be enlarg'd at pleaſure, ac- 
cording as their riſing in the morning ſhall be early. The 
Exerciſe which I commend firſt, is the exact uſe of their 
Weapon, to guard and to ſtrike ſafely with edge, or point; 
this will keep them healthy, nimble, ſtrong, and well in 


breath, is alſo the liklieft means to make them grow large and 


tall, and to inſpire them with a gallant and fearleſs courage, 


which being temper'd with ſeaſonable lectures and precepts to 


them of true fortitude and patience, will turn into a native 
and heroick Valour, and make them hate the cowardiſe of do- 
ing wrong. They muſt be alſo practiz d in all the locks and 
gripes of Wreſtling, wherein Engliſpmen were wont to excell, 
as need may often be in fight to tugg or grapple, and tocloſe. 


And this perhaps will be enough, wherein to prove and hes 


their ſingle ſtrength. The interim of unſweating themſelves 


regularly, and convenient "reſt may both with profit and de- 


light be taken up in recreating and compoſing their travail'd 
Spirits with the ſolemn and divine harmonies of Muſick heard 
or learnt z either while the ſkilful Organiſt plies his grave and 
ſantied deſcant, in lofty fugues, or the whole Symphony with 
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artful and unimaginable touches adorn and grace the well ſtudi- 
ed cords of ſome choice Compaſer z ſometimes the Lute ot 
ſoft Organ-ſtop waiting on elegant Voices either to religious, 
material, or civil Ditties z which if wiſe Men and Prophets 
be not extreamly out, have a great power over diſpoſitions and 
manners; tq_ſmooth and make them gentle from ruſtic 
harſhneſs and diſtemper'd paſſions. The like alſo would not 
be unexpedient after meat to aſſiſt and cheriſh Nature in her 
firſt concoction, and ſend their minds back to ſtudy in good 
tune and ſatisfaction. Where having follow d it cloſe under 
vigilant eyes till about two hours before Supper, they are by a 
ſudden alarum or watch-word, to be call'd out to their mili- 
tary motions, under ſæie or covert, according to the ſeaſon, 
as was the Roman wont; firſt on foot, then as their age per- 
mits, on Horſe-back, to all the Art of Cavalry; That hav- 
ing in ſport, but with much exaQtneſs, and daily muſter 
ſerv'd out the Rudiments of their Souldierſhif in all the kill 
of Embatteling, Marching, Encamping, Fortifying, Beſiege- 
ing and Battering, with all the helps of ancient aad modern 
ſtratagems, Ta#icks and warlike maxims, they may as it 
were out of a long War come forth renowned and perſect 
Commanders in the ſervice of their Country. They would | 
not then, if they were truſted with fair and hopeful Armies, 
ſuffer them for want of juſt and wiſe diſcipline to ſhed away 
from about them like ſick feathers, though they be never ſo 
oft ſupply'd: They would not ſuffer their empty and unre- 
crutible Colonels of twenty Men in a Company, to quaff out, 
or convey into ſecret hoards, the wages of a deluſive Liſt, 
and a miſerable remnant: Vet in the mean while to be over- 
maſter'd with a ſcore. or two of Drunkards, the only ſoldiery 
left about them, or elſe to comply with all rapines and vio- 
lences. No certainly, if they knew aught of that knowledge 
that belongs to good Men or good Governours, they would 
not ſuffer 'theſe things. But to return to our own inſtitutes, 
beſides theſe conſtant Exerciſes at home, there is another op- 
portunity of gaining experience to be won from pleaſure it ſelf 
abroad; In thoſe yernal. ſeaſons. of the year, when the air is 
calm and pleaſant, it were an injury and ſullenneſs againſt Na- 
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ture not to go out, and ſee her riches, and partake in her re- 
joycing with Heaven and Earth. I ſhould not therefore he # 
perfwader to them of ſtudying much then, after two or three 
years that they have well laid their gtounds, but to ride out in 
Companies with prudent and ſtaid Guides, to all the quarters 
of the Land; learning and obſerving all places of ſtrength, 
all commodities of building and of ſoil, for, Towns and ril- 
lage, Harbours and Ports for Trade. Sometimes taking Sex 
as far as our Navy, to learn there alſo what they can in the 
practical knowledge of ſailing and of Sea- fight. Theſe ways 
would try all their peculiar gifts of Nature, and if there wert 
any ſecret excellence among them, would fetch it out, and 
give it fait opportunities to advance it ſelf by, which could not 
but mightily redound to the good of this Nation, and bring 
into faſhion again thoſe old admired virtues and excellencies, 
with ſar more advantage now in this purity of Chriſtian know- 
ledge. Nor ſhall we then need the Monfieurs of Paris to 
take our hopeful Youth into their light and prodigal cuſto- 
dies, and ſend them over back again transform'd into Mi- 
micks, Apes, and Kickſhoes. But if they defire to ſee other 
Countries at three or four and twenty years” of age, not to 
learn Principles but to enlarge Experience, -and make wiſe 
obſervation, they will by that time be ſuch as ſhall deſerve the 
regard and honour of all Men where they paſs, and the ſo- 
ciety and friengſhip of thoſe in all places who are beſt and moſt 
eminent. And perhaps then other Nations will be glad to 
viſit us for their breeding, or elſe to imitate us in their own 
Country, ©« 

Now laſtly for their Diet there cannot be much to ſay, ſave 
only that it would be beſt in the ſame houſe : for much time 
elſe would be loſt abroad and many ill habits got; and that 
it ſhould be plain, healthful, and moderate I ſuppoſe is out of 
controverſie. Thus, Mr. Hartlib, you have a general view 
in writing, as your deſire was, of that which at ſeveral times 
I had diſcours'd with you concerninggthe beſt and nobleſt way 
of Education; not beginning as ſome have done from the 
eradle, which yet might be worth many conſiderations, if 
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had not been my ſcope : many other circumſtances alſo I cauld 
have mention'd, but this to ſuch as have the worth in them to 
make trial, for light and direction may be enough. Only 1 
believe that this is not a bow for every man to ſhoot in that 
counts himſelf a teacher; but will require finews almoſt equal 
to thoſe which Homer gave Ulyſſes ; yet Iam withall perſwad- 
ed that it may prove much more eaſie in the aſſay, than it now 
ſeems at diſtance, and much more illuſtrious, howbeit not more 
difficult than I imagine, and that imagination preſents me with 
nothing but very happy and very poſſible according to beſt 
wiſhes z if God have ſo decreed, and this Age have ſpirit and 
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